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fiiU and confequently the fafejl from fo-

reign danger. Hence arofe a competition

for territory ; the great parent of numbers,

wealth and power, and conftant objed of

their wars.
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Towards the end of the 15th century,

the powers of Europe were, in general,

poor. They contented themfelves with

the riecefTaries, without the luxuries of

life. Their refources were fmall. Their

countries produced no gold or filver, and

their trade was too limited to afford any

confiderable fupply. Commerce was mo-

nopolized by the Genoefe and Venetians,

They had, moreover, for a lon^ fucceflion

of years, harafled each other in their con-

tefts for dominion, without gaining any

important fuperiority. The difcovery of a

new world beyond the Atlantic, uncul-

tivated, almoft uninhabited, and altogether

defencelefs, gave to their policy a different

purfuit, while it retained the fame objeJSts

in view. They faw that by colonifing

they could extend their dominions, and

obtain aa increafe of fubjeds, commerce,

and


