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« TO THE IDLER.
V

:l. * SIR,

,

,'..
' 1 HAVE a wife that keeps good company. You
l^now that the word good varies its meaning according

to the value set upon different qualities in different

>laces. To be a good man in a college, is to be

jearned ; in a camp, to be brave ; and in the pity, to

>e rich. By good company in the place which I

lave the misfortune to inhabit, we understand not

[only those from whom any good caii be learned,

I
whether wisdom or virtue; or by whom any good
can be conferred, whether profit or reputation. Gopd
company is the company of those whose birth is high,

and whose riches are great ; or of those whom the

rich and noble admit to familiarity.

' I am a gentleman of a fortune by no means exu-*

ikrant, but more than equal to the wants of my fa-

mily, and for some years equal to our desires. My
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