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The prospecis of tlie youusi- Ropnhlic at tlio closo of tlu'

war for independGucc ^vero by no moans IniL>ht. Althoiig-li

tho Americans Avoro oniancipatod from BriLi.sh rnlo,

although a system \vhich forbade tlie manufactures of iron,

tho erection of forges, the making- of hats, and generally,

imposed restrictions upon colonial trade of every kind

which was supposed to allect British interests, ceased to

exist, they had not attained to a state of real independence,

their manufactures and arls, their literature and laws,

science and religion, were largely tributary to tho mother

country. They had not yet formed themselves into a

nation, and it was not unlil the convention of States which

met at Philadelphia in 1787, that their present Constitution

was framed. The work occupied four months, and alter a

thorough discussion of the instrument in the several States,

it was iinally adopted by them all. Tho Constitution went

into operation after two-thirds of the States had voted in

the adirmative, and then only did the history of the United

States properly begin. -j^

The thirteen States were:—Delaware, Pennsylvania,

New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Mary-

land, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, New York,

North Carolina and Ehode Island. George "Washington, of

Virginia, was elected President, and John Adams, of

Massachusetts, (the same who had been Ambassador to

lilngland) Vice-President. Washington and Adams entered

upon office on the 30th of April, 1789 ; their administration

witnessed a rapid consolidation of the nation, and the

inauguration of a sound system of iinanco. It was distin-

guished by some impressions and elfects of the French'

revolution ; and the rise of two great political parties : the

Federalists led by Washington, Adams, Hamilton and Jay,

who were satisfied with the organization of the Government,

and the turn which alFairs were beginning to take ; and the

* Lo^s-ins];—Field book of tlio war of lf<12.


