
THE COST OF TAXATION

tills

hum

lyramiy or loiriiiilloii on thf l)iirl of the
iilTlclals, llu' iiiju.sllct' to tin- poorer dnsst's
of ilif lux iK'conlliiy; to wcIkIh mnl men-
sure, llle iMIerilllll^'lillt,' oC piillllcs ulili

liiislness anil (lie coiislaiil Inlerl'ereiice with
|iriMliieiloti anil consiinipiiuM, all ihese are
so jienerally eoncedcil as ohJei-iioMs to I lie

liiipiirl lax. eonsiilereil suiely as a means
of raising: revenue, thai they i I im fur
Ihel' mention here.

I.NLAM) UKVKM K I'AXKS.

The inlanil re\cnue taxes, cojishjeied
nier«>ly as a form of taxation, are similar
in their operation ami in tlieir effeets. and
ill thus elassiii;; tliem I wish lo be elearly
understood as ol'leriiiH' here no erltieism
upon them ill so far as their purpose is to
supervise uiid restrict ihe m.iiiufaeiure. sale
and eonsumpiioii of tohaecn iind iiiloxieanis,
hut ill so far as lliey are suceessful in
they only serve to suhstantiale tin- e
lliat a tax upon tiie iieeessaiies of lift

crates to reduce the quantity of them
whicli a poor man cuu afford to procure.
Let mo interpost' Ihe sniiposllion llial a

cliaii;;e were ciii'cied in the mt'lliod of col-
lectinj,' tlic (iovernmeiii tax on imports. If
instead of beiiiK inierceptcd ut Ihe custom
house all tlie .irticles iiuporled by our largo
retuiliiij; oslalilishmciits wen; delivered to
Ihom free of duty, and (Jovernnieiii offi-
cers were stalioned at their doors to col-
lect from the liiial purchasers as ihey were
leaviiij,' the amoiints they now |)ay as part
of Ihe price of the j,'oods, how loii;; would
it talvo the people to stop tlielr grumbling
about liard linios and devote sonic sijjniti-
cant atteiitiou t(» ilie.so ta.xos wliicli now
Ihey liardly know they arc payiiiK?

TAXIOS OX I.MI'ICOVIO.MKNTS.

We proceed to consider the taxation of
improvemciils upon iaiid-cblelly buildings—
a tax wliicli seldom is considered upon its
merits because ii is erroneously idcntiliiMl
witli tile tax upon the value oi' land, and
classilied as real estate.
The laxation of iiiii»rovomoiits uiion laud

Is in many ways attended with injurv to
the public Kood. In the llrsl place 'tills
again is an Indiroct tax, shifted in tlie
cases of houses, from tlio owners to the
users, lessening tlieir ability to acquire the
jiroducts of industry, and bearing with
more severity upon the poor than upon the
rich; shifted al.so in the case of buildings
occupied for business purposes, just as are
tlie personal property and taritf taxes in
tlie increased cost of goods to eonsumers.
Most comiuoditi(>s being produced and re-

tailed under circumstances of lioeii compe-
tition are sold close, consequently the taxa-
tion of the factory or store expresses itself
in the price of goods more decidedlv than
it may appear to upon a mere cursory ex
aniimition of the question.
That beautiful buildings are a source of

constant instruction and delight is evi-
denced by tlie pride with which they arc
pointed out to visitors in any large' city
and the uninitiated would naturally suii-
pose their erection was encouraged in every
possible manner; but the very rever.se is
the case. We fine the man who puts up any
liind of a cheap, unpretentious building,
and we tine hini heavier when he erects
a beautiful structure, and continue to fine
liiin every year until it is pulled down or
destroyed by fire.

A.N UNJUST SYSTi;.M.

We line tile mail who builds a verandah
to Ills house, who paints and i)eiiuilties an
old dwelling and replaeis old windows wllh
new plaie glass, or makes any other im
provemeiils ilieieio; and wiM'.se tliaii thai,

I lie Inslaiiees are uol few when the ex-
peiidilure of one or t w o liuiidred dollars in

making the front of a iioiise neat and agree-
able has been followed by an increase of

a thousand dollars or more In the assess-
iiieiii. this bringing the lax up to 1- or 1">

per I elil. of tlie actual cost of llie improve-
ments, ami this seeming incongruity and
injustice is Inherent in the system. 'I'hus

the taxation of buildings and iniproveiiicnls
upon land is a constant and severe discour
ageiiieiii lo the erection of buildings, and
particularly to tlie developnieiit of taste
ami be.auty in archiieclure. and milllatea
ag;llnsl the eoiistanl elilploynielll of all

wliose bnsiii"SN it Is, or niiglil be, to design,
coiistruei or repair, and to tliat extent its

operaiion tends to curtail the demand for
the articles which they should consume.
:ind is coiisequeiilly relleclcd in every line
of luisiiiess wliicli is unnaturally depressed
to that extoni.

u\i] i:vii,.

liuiie recently the I'ditorial colunins of

Saturdiiy Niglil drew attciiilou to the evil

effects of Hie old. decayed and unhealthy
dwellings ill eerlain parts of tlie city. The
lax upon iniproxemeiits is not without its

resiionsibility for Ibis, because it would
line the owners of these rookeries for mak-
ing any substantial and visible improve-
nients, and line them heavier still for de-
stroying tliein and erecting clean, «'omfort-
alde lionies U|)oii their sites. Tlio users in

these cjises not Iteing of the class from
which these lines e.ni be so readily collect-
ed, there is every iiidncemeiit for the own-
ers to maintain tliein as buig as possilile In

tlieir present sipialid and uiihealtliy condi-
tion, and If we argue lliat a better class
of people would be at traded to these new
or imiiroved dwellings, able and willing to

pay lo the owners a return coniiiieiisurate
upon their investment, conij arcd with wliat
they now recoivo. we arc still left witli tlie

problem, under I'xistlng conditions, of how-
to provide for the class which now occupies
them.

ALU IIAVU KVILS.

We liave now considered almost every Im-
portant fiuMii of taxation, we have tried

tlioni all according to tlie canons of taxa-
tion, sotting fortli the principles coticnrred
in by some of the most eminent economic
writers, and we have found them all want-
ing.
Some of thoni appear to liavc violated

,

every principle of equity and justice, all

of them liave \iolaied some of thesi? prin-
ciples. \N'e have found them all to be taxes
upon industry oi»eratiiig to cause under con-
sumption. t!io real name for business de-
pression, generally attributed to, and agreed
to exist through, what I believe is mis-
called "over production."
We are left to consider but one import-

ant subject for taxation, and If we fall
thorein to find a species of taxation which
automatically collects from every citizen an
amount almost exactly proportioned to the
benefits he derives from government, we


