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60 STORM AT SEA.

ofHccrs' cabins, on to tlid beam, tlirowing a noose over the end.

The ropes are then uuide fast till nioriiiug.

Meanwhile the stoora^'o passengers, numhoring over Roven

hundred, an? having a hard tiinc!. The whole number is

divuled into two divisions, male and femali!, each divi.iion occupying

one large compartment. The male poition is swung in hamuiocks, j)laced

side by side, twelve in a row, Tiu^se are f)'e(juently insecure, and as the

poor sea-sick mortal attempts to g<;t in, ho tumbles out on the opposite

side, landing on one of the tables l)eneath ; for, would you believe it, a

table, where in the day time victuals are placed is fastened directly under

every twelve hammocks. The individuals in hammocks are swung con-

siderably with the regidar motion of the ship, but on this ever-to-be-

remembercd night they are swung higluu' than befon*, striking reptatedly

against the upper deck. In a second compartnumt, is the female portion

sleeping in b(>rths twelve in a row, two deep, fiunisluid with such bedding

as tlie passengers can alford to obtain for use. The way in which they

obtain and receive their food in the

STEERAGE

may not be out of place to note here. Each passenger, at the outset, is

supplied from the ship's stores, at his or her own cost, with a set of tins.

With these in hand each one takssa seat at the table, and awaits patiently

the arrival of two stewards burdened with delicacies. First dish is as

follows :—huge boiler oi- cauldron, tilled to the ])rim with a liquid which,

by the name they a{)ply, is common to most of us. For, as the attendants

pass up and down the cry is " Who's for Soup V " Soup here !" etc. And,
as they dip a long-handled saucejjan into the boiler, hll the quart or three-

quart tins with an almost transparent liquid. Second dish ;—This con-

tains thick pieces of meat, which are picked out and thrown into the dishes

set before the consumer, by means of a large pronged fork. Half loaves,

potatoes, Irish stew, are thrust at those desiring such in a similar way.
But, to return to the scorm on Wednesday morning, the passengers, a few
at a time, succeed in gaining the main deck after considerable knocking
about in the various passages through which they must pass. And then

what a grand yet awful sight is seen surrounding us on all sides ! The
wind, although abated, has by no means gone down altogether, and the

waters have much the same apjiearance as they would have had if seen

eii^it hours previous. Btjfore, behind, to the right, and to the left, are seas

and waves mountains high, and as our now-easily-tossed-boat sails along
in the vale between these mighty waves, to the inexperienced traveller

every moment seems to be our last. These miglity waves are continually

approaching us, and just as they seem to be about ready to engulf passen-

gei-s, cargo, vessel and all, glide beneath us, and we are tossed, not by any
means gently, over the crest into another, and deeper vale than tjiat just


