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FHE COMMEBEROLAL.

British Orain Trade.

Sir John Lawes, in his roviow of tho agricul.
tural situ.tion, warns agriculturists agninst ox-
pocting wu improvement soon.  Tho Mlark Lune
Lxpress iddopsos this view. The iwperial av-
srago for Eaglish wheast up to Nov. 27 bas been,
thoe Mark Lune Express suys, from 108 to 10a
1d loaer thaa in 1891, and 2 31 tower than in
any other November in the presont contury.
Qctoher’s low avorago has beon reduzed 84 o
quurter, sud tho situntion is 1,613,612 quartors
worss than on the st of Septomber. — At tho
v -Annuwadale Agrienltural Society’s moeoting,
hold at Lockerbi, iv was resolved that o wod-
itiod fuir trado policy was the only wmeans to
romedy tho presont depressed tradoand benefit
tho country ut lirge.  Lhis, added to tho recent
uxprossions at farners’ meotings in various
patts of the conatry, indicates o wave of the
sontiment in bolmlfyof protection that is already
Leginuning to nlaun the liberal loadors, while it
is ovidently fostered aud encournged by the
torics,

Crops aud Live.Stnck in Ontario.

Tho Iast Outario crop bulletin of the dopart.
ment of agriculture has been recoived, from
which the following is taken :

Crorg 18 GrNrrat—In the August bulletin
wao drew atteation to tho fact that the yiolds of
grain then given wero “*basod upoa observation
1 the fiold.” \Wo ulso stated, **It is greatly to
be feared that wore oxact detormivations mado
subsequontly will prove the ostimated yields of
tho graios in this bulletin too high rather than
too low.” Wo were correct; tho results of
throshing given in this bulletin show yiclds
vory much lower than thoso given in August.
Fall wheat is only six per cent below our
provious estimaty and still remains as one of
the most succesaful crops of the year, having
averaged 21.2 bushels per acro.  Spring wheat
has turned out very poor, yiclding 12,7 bushels
per acre; from no part of the province have wo
received uny very favorablo ropo:ts. Barloy is
under the averago in yiold and tho quality on
tho whole is not tirat.class, It has been a poor
soason for two-rowed barley ard very little has
been said in its favor, Qats, although over ten
million bushels less in quantity thaa list year,
are still above tho average in total yield. Ryeo
has douo fuirly well, Puss ave under the aver-
age; the ¢*bugs” have boun unusualiy destruc.
tive; but the increased acroage has brought up
the tocl yicld to u fair amouut. Uunfortunate.
1y mnny of the earlier indicatious of good crops
have proven misluading, and we are compelled
to admit that the yicld ot farm produce this
past year has been dizappointing.  From best
o poorest we may averago tio crops thus: lHay
and clover, fall wheat, roots, oats, buckwheat,
rye, barloy, corn, peas, tpring wheat, potatoes,

CoRN. - -'I'ho pust seasou was less favorable
for cora than 1891. The crop was planted lato
owing to spring rains and the early growth was
retarided, though the late growth was eatisfac.
tory. ‘I'ho resuit isthat there is n limited crop
of seed corn but it is of fair quality, Corn on
low land was slightly touched by frost in many
districts, Tho acreage of corn planted was
greater than in the preceding year and the
amount of corn produced for foader only 10.38
tons por acrs,

Braxs.—Owing to lato planting and drouth
of mdsummer the crop is limited iv acreage
and light in quality.

Brerwnear  This crop lias turued out fair.
Iy well, in some sections oxtea well. It has
been somewhat extensively produced i the
Lake Oatario district with good yiclds. Very
little injury from early frosts is reported.

Roots. —Rain, droutnh aud rot, in the order
namned, have been playiog havoc with potatoes,
Owinyg to carly rains wmuch lato glautiug and
ro planting bad to bo done, and later ou the
cxceedingly dry weathor prevailing prevented
a normal development of tne tubers. There
are conscquently many small potatoes. Rot

has appeared in almost overy locality, and in
some instances farmers have loft their potatoes

undug us not being worth the trouble, Odd
fiolds un high, well dratued sandy eoils have
dono well, but there arc not many such, Sove.
ral correspoudonts say that there will not be
onough potatoos for seed in their noighbor.
hoods, Owiug to tho tondency to rot in csllar
and {o pit the average yield per acrs presonted
in tho tablo must bo discounted to a consider
ablo degreo.  Mangels und carrots wexo each
roported in good condition genorally, but cor.
respondonts do not say 80 much regurding theso
crops as in former years, The plantiog of tur-
nips was delayed by raivs, but apart from injury
feom ¢ catoerpillurs ” in some quarters aud a
tendency to bocome ' rooty * on low lands, thoe
crop is considered to bo in fair condition. ‘The
storing of turnips was not completed whon cor-
respoudents wroto and oporations wero then
being interfered with by broken weathor.

IPruir AND Frutr TrERS,—~VWith tho excop.
tion of tho cherry and the plum, which are ra.
pidly being thinned out by blackkuot, fruit
treos appoar to bo healthy, and have suffered
but little from blight or storms.  The curoulio
has also helped to keep down the yield of plums,
The reports on apples show a great, variation in
differont localitics, The yield was light in
most of the Lake Iirle countics and also in
Lambton, but in Huron, Bruce, Grey and Sim.
coo and several of the West Midland, Lake On.
tario and St. Lawreuce and Ottawa countics a
surplus was reported.  Several correrpondents
in the county of Grey report that buyers could
not got onough barrels to pack the fruit in aund
hundreds of bushels of apples had to he fed to
hogs or to lie rotting in piles which had becen
mado ready for the packers,  Prices for sulec.
ted upples wero from $1.25 to $1.60 per barrel,
though farmors were selling as low as 25 cunts
u bag in soveral quarters.  There appear to be
be too mady fall or carly apples grown, Tho
codling moth was worse than ustal and wormy
fruit is common. Thero is also a Inrgs propor-
tion of spotted or scabby apples. Uunless pack.
crs have been very careful Ontario apples will
hardly keep up their reputation this yoar for
firat.class appearanco and quality. Pears, not.
withstanding blight in some sections, yiclded
well and will be of good form and size. Grapes
suffered but little from mildew and bore fairly
woll. The absence of fall frosts enabled the
fruit to hang on the vines till an unusually late

eriod, thus ensuriong perfect ripening. Small
ruits were ouly mmﬁ:rate in ytold, excepting
wild raspberrivs, which wero plentiful. How.
ever, the fall has permitted the new wood to
ripen we'l, aud the bushes enter the winter in
good condition,

PasTonrks a¥p Live Stock. —Correspondeats
geaerally have a good word to say of fall pas.
tures. Live stock came off the grass in pretty
guod condition, slthough hero and there report-
cd a trifle thin. More fat mutton than usual
will probably appear in the market ..t the holi-
days. Ao unuaually large number of hogs were
svld on foot during the fall. Swige-broedrs re.
port peas scarce, but think that the low prices
or other grains will enable them to fatten plen-
ty of pork for the winter market. The supply
of fodder is abuadaut, hay being o crop with a
big surplus, aud straw being plentiful
also. although much of the letter has
been badly damaged by frequent raivs.
Tho silo is becoming more common in
tho dairy districts of the Wost Midland
and St. Lawronce and Ottawa groups, but else-
where farmers appear to be chary regarding
coru cosilage.

Tug Datiy—The seasoa has been a fair one
for thie deiry, pastures generally being in good
coadition, and tho flow of milk being pretty
steady. Cheese factorics have been well patron.
iz2d on thu whole, although the cheoese iudus.
try appears to be declining in favor in the Lako
Erio dustiict. Butter makiog appears to have
taken a  onward atride duriong the year, and
the revival in this branch of dairying has been
ascribed by several carvespoudents to the prace
tical experimental work of the Travelling
Dairies.  An improvement in quality is report.
¢d from ncarly every section ot the proviace,
and an advance in price, ranging from one to

i

threo conts per pound is notod by soveral cor-
respondents. Tho Shorthorn grado is the cow
most ofton found on the Ontario farm, although
the Ayrshire is a favorito in the countics along
tho 8t. Lawrence. Holsteins und Jorseys are
boing incroduced in various distriots.

ARKA AND YIRLO oF F1gnp Crors—Tho fol.
lowlng revisod statistics of tho crops have been
compilod from careful estimates, based upon
aotual results, each io his own locnlity, by
nearly 1,400 correspondents in ull parts of the
provinco for 1892, while tho statistios of 1891
und tho averages for eloven years 1882-92 are
given for compurison :—

Yield

Crops, Acrea. Durhels,  per
acre.
) 1392 000,622 20402407 21 2
Fall wheat .....{1591 . BIDDSS  2L8724R8 26.7
188292, 003,635 18,230,440  20-1
onz .. 651,302 8,200,305 12.7
8pring wheat... 71891 ... 610,684 10,711,688 21'0
L18s2.02,, 871,625 8,820,125  16.4
1892 ... 490,225 12,274,318  24.6
Barloy.vevee-oeaq 1800.... 653,166 16,181,004 282
1882902, 721,062 15,706,186  26.9
1892.... 1,801,469 61,768,058  34.8
0ats. ceenervenad 1801 .., 1,810,616 76,000,642 40 8
(185202, 1,651,220 23,987,648  35.1

76231 1,177,822 167
67,865 1,134,630 16,7
101,053 1,657966 162
774,782 14,494,430  18.7
752468 18,325,409 2.4
678,678 13,061,090  20.6
1892.... 125104 2521214  20.2
Buckwheat..... 1891 .. 107,879 2,608.142 242
1832:92., 74,060 1,666,022 222
{1892 ... 33,249 635,981 161
Beans. ceo.. oo 1891 .., 41451 769860 188
11882.92. 20,085 622,956 19,4
(1892.... 145703 12,280,817 8.3
Pooatoes ...e...- 1891.... 160,213 24,0553 160.1
(185292, 154,663 18,246,150 1180

1802..., 22,020 10,330,478 470,

Mangel-wurzels. { 1890 . 22,061 11.770.443 513
188202, 19,772 5,702,857  440.

1892.... 9,041 3,927,361 38,

Cartots.. ......<1891 ... 9,858 3,314,018 887,
1185292, 10,870 3,074,021 354,

(1802 ... 129,627 63,541,081 490,
Turnips.........4 1891 ... 120,095 63,853 452 546,
1832.92., 107,137 44,850,404 418.

Tons,

1802.... 2,615,367  4,384.838 174
Hay and Clovery 1891 ... 25549,975 2,392,798 .04
188202, 2,310,088  3219,v88  1.39

Tig Ngw Fary Wuear Cror.  Owing to the
protracted harvesting of the spring-sown crops
and varying conditions of weather, sowiog of
tho now fall wheat crop was spread overa
larger period of time than usual. = Most of the
sowing was done September 1st to 15th.  The
early sown losks better than the lawe sown.
Although the growth has noc been as heavy as
might be dusired, on the whole the coudition
is vepgood.  Very little damaged has been
obgerved from any source. \Whileat is diffienlt
to accurately estimato the acreage, tho reports
indicate about tho same acreago sown as last
year ; thera may be o slight decrease.

TurLenests.—Marked improvement is being
madein fencing. The old ““‘snake fence” is be-
ing transformed ioto a straight railed fenco
with the aid of wire, and wire fencing of various
desigas isolso in favor.,  With the change of
gel;gmg thero is a noticeable tendeney to lurgar

elds.

Tho well known wholesalo dry goods firm of
MacKay Bros., Montreal, aftor an oxistence of
nearly fifty-threo years, is about to close up
business, Mr. Robert MacKay, solo member of
the MacKay family now in tho business, retic-
ing. Ths firm was established iu 1540 by the
late Joseph MacKay, founder of the MacKay
Institute. A few yoars after, Edward Mac-
Kay, his brother, was taken into the firm and
afterwards the Hon. Hugh MacKay and James
MacKay, nephews of the founder. All are
now doad. Tho present member of the firm
was also a_nephew of Josoph MacKay. The
late Hon. Hugh MacKay was gazotted legisla.
tivo councillor by the Mercier goveromeat in.
1888, but soonresigned. Tho process of wind-
ing up tho firm's business is now io progress
aud a salo of tho stock and gocds will take
place during the present month.




