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kinds, Leing augmented by rosin and other sub-

awinces, Borate of .suda (burnx) makes o soft,
delicate soap, which, though well adapted for
it purpose, is not as corrosivo in s4uon as some
that ave made directly froin caustic soda.

All alkalies are neutralized by acids, and
sometimes by other alknhes, and henee the con-
sumer often makes mistakes in the quality of
the soap used by not being familinr with such
80aps as may best suit the waters used in its
consumption. Wo venture to say that if it was
possible for our soap manufacturers to know ex-
actly what kind of water was intended to be
used with their soaps they counld please every-
body, but as the matter stands, preference will
always be given for certain kinds according to
the locality in which it is used.—Cash Grocer,

Cooling the Heated Air,

A rather novel system of tempering from cight
to twelve degrees the superieated atmosphere
has_just been completed in Wanamaker's cloth-
ing house Philadelphia. A 150-horse-power

Corliss engine in the sub-cellar at the southern

end of the building operatcs three fans, cach of

which is capable of forcing threo hurdred thou-
. sand cubic feet of air an hour. The air is drawn
from a shute on the exterior of the building at
an clevation of twenty-five feet, and after pass.
ing through a spray of water, it is cooled and
carried to the fans. From the fans it is forced
into pipes that lead to every counter of the
building. At intervals of about every cight feet
there is a tube, through which thé air escapes
aad which can bé regulated so that the refresh-
ing Ardught blows directly in the face of those
passing *hrough the rooms. There arc cight
hundred of thesc operings, called ** injectors ”
distributed among the variptis counters, and it
is claimed for'them that by their contrivance
they not only introduce fresh air, but they also
set in'motion the air already in the place.
In-addition to these tliere are forty small ve-
volving fans in use in open spaces, which are
operated by escaping air. The same systemn can
bo used in winter for heating the building. The
inventorof the system is John Fernie, an Aus.
tralian, and this is the ficst place in which it has
-ever been introduced.

- - - -

Exploring Newfonndland.

- Mur.. Hall, one of the intgest lumber manuofac-
turers in tho world, and one of Canada’s lead-
ing merchants, arrived here, says ths St. John,
Newifoundland;, Mercury, on Thursday by the
stcamship Polino, He brought a party of ex-
plorers with him, who departed in the Polino
for the purpose of bewng landed m the Bay of
Islands, where, snoutd the cxplorers reports
prove favorable, he proposes to establish a lacge
lambenag manufastuning business, The -
-ation of the scheme also depends upon the terms
upon winch the Grovernment will be able to
.make grants of lind’; and itis to be hoped that
nothing will be left undonc to -ass.st in the cs-
tablishinent of an enterprise 50 well calenlated
10 develope a portion of this country. Mr. Holt
has also an 1dea of expioning the Exploits nver.
‘He has been locking 'at-our dry-deck, and saye

- the previous year of §67,066,511.

that i all hes vast expenience ho hus ngy ec seen
finer tumber wsed 1in such work—an vpinivn of
great value because of his knowledge of the
aebject,

The Potato Crop jn the Rast.

A week or ten days ngo: says the Montreal
Gazette; fino cariy Rose potatocs were sold on
this market at 43¢ to 50c per bag, and to-day
+.” s were made at from 75c¢ to 90¢c per bag, a

few very fancy lots having commanded as high
as 93c to $1.00. Various reasons wercassigned
for this remarkable appreciation in values in g0
brief 2 period, among which is the report that
therot has made its apperaunce in the last sown
crop, and that in quite 2 numberof fields around
Montreal the disease has been discovered with-
in the past few days. The New York Commer-
cial Bulletin has the following article on pota-
toes -—A scrious danger is said to threaten the
potato crogof Western New York. The foliage
is being attacked by what is knows as the
black rust. It spreads rapidly, and two or
three days arve sufficient to ruin the entire
growth. It has done its work on the fields of
the bottom lands, and is now found spotting
the vines in many hilside lots. Assoon asthe
vines dry up thus prematurely the potato itself
is affected and rots.” A Warsaw, N. Y. cor-
respondent says :—*¢ A large number of potato
growers, who a few days sinice were anticipat-
ing an abundant yield, sce nothing now but the
most complete destruction of their crop. Tbe
cause is attributed to the very wet summer.
The potato viues in the garden of your corres-
pondent look as if a black frost had occurred.
the potatoes ard just starting to decay in spots.”

Tnteresting Railway Statistics of the World.

The advance sheets of Poor’s Railway Manua
for 1853 show a mileage at the close of 1852 of
of 113,329 miles, 11,591 having been constructed
within the year. The average mileage operated
for the year was 107,1535.  The amount of share

capital issued by the several companies up to.

the close of their respective fiscal years was
§3,456,078,196, an increase from the previous
year of §385,254,585, The tunded daebts of the
scveral companies amounted to §3,184,415,201,
an increase from the previvus year of 8352,534,-
496. Their floating or anfunded debts amount-
ed to $235,170,962, an increase of $42,404,965
from the previvus year. The total increase of
share capital aud of funded and Ruating debts
from tho previous year equalled $£780,213,776.

The total amoont of all liabilities at the close of

" 1542 was $6,593,664,359. The tutal per mile

fur completed auleago was $6i,342,  The gruss
carmungs of all the roads fur their soveral fiscal
years of 1582 was 8670,336,716, anincrease f1uia
Of .the gruss
recaipts, §202,140,735 were recelied frum pas
sengers, §506,367,247 from freight, and 861,848,

784 from misccllancous sources.  The net carm-

"ings for the year were §310,082,877, an increaso

of $24,929 109 from the provivas year, The
amount of interest paid-was 8149,205,380,an in
creasc of $20,508,078 from tho previous year.

! Tho uuwund of divideuds paid was §102,031,434,

au surease of §9,687,244 fivm the previous
year,

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE.

J. N. Morton is-in charge of the customs of-
fice here during the temporary abeence of Mr.
Marshall.

An carly closing movement is on foot among
some of our merchants and clerks. It is pro-
posed to close all the stores at 8 o'clock dunng
the winter months, *

The Ogilvie elevator is nearly finished.

Strome & Henderson have rented the vacant
store in the Methodist block, and are havi mg it
fitted up in good style.

Threshing has commenced in tlns«dlstnct,
and the yield is fully equal to what was-ex-
pected. .

On Saturday a deputation representing ¢ppo-
nents to the by-law bonusing the Manitebd and:
Northwestern Railway visited Winnipeg to take
preliminary steps in proceedings to quash the
by-law if possible.

Rumors are afloat here that the C.P.R. Go.
have promised backing to the Souris and Rocky.
Mountain Co., and are urging thoe latter.to.pro-
ceed rapidly in order to cut out-the M. & N. Wi
in the Northwestern district. Another states
that the Grand Trunk is about to purchbasée the
M. & N.W. Railway. We sball see what.we
shall see, -t

The council has passed a by-law providing for
the cstablishment of a frce public market on.
Union Square, and the necessary buildings will
be crected this fall.

BRANDON.

Business is fair this weck and promises-to
improve , certainly the dull times are nearly
over.

The farmers aa tlus district have been cutting
grawn for some days, and the erop promises well.
The frost of Friday night did considerable dam-
age to lute wheat.

Buxldmg is somowhat brisker. Messis, Cole
& Saunders have purchased the southeast cor-
ner of Rosser avenne and 9th street at §175 per .
foot ; -the highest price ever paid for property
in Brandon. They intend building afine, tmlor-
ing establishiment.

R. Dickinson is crecting -a new -building; on
the south side of Rosser avenue, just west of 9th,
street.

D: McMillan & Co,’s new mill and elevator
will be commenced at -once.  Mr. McMillan-is:
satisficd that Brandon will be tllc»lnrgcst grain
station on the line. .

Aleaander, Keily & Sutherland are bulldmg
theit dlorator and catinea) mill next %o their -
grist mill.

Ripplc & Co. are having some trouble . over
their extension. -

Wiai, Senkleil is-master of his own storc onec
more.

M.Lcan Bros. have failed ; also T. T. Atkin<
son. .

The <ity coundil kare not yet. retuined: from
the end ofithe track. The ¢ Dads ™ dre ‘hpving

a good time.



