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INCREASING OUR EXPORTS.

The free movement which has recently ‘aken
place in shipping cattle castward from Mani-
toba, s an encouraging feature to those inter.
csted in the welfare of the country. It shows
that of late years our fatmers have not been
confining their attention 30 closely to growing
grain. Though Manitoba as o wheat country
cannot be excelled, yet it has long been evident
that our settlers were giving their attention too
closely to wheat-growing, to the neglect of
other profitable brauches, for which the coun-
try was well adapted, Fven under the most
favorable circumstances, it would seem unwise
for an agricultural country to cngsge almost
exclusively in one branch of farming. Failures
of crops are likely to come to the most favored
countries, and periods of low prices in almost
every mercantile comwodity are one of the
drawbacks which must be coutended with.
Diversified farming is therefore the only safe
course for the majority to follow.

Manitoba has other great nat:ral advantages
Lesides growing wheat and othar grain crops.
As o stock and dairy country our resources are
excepticnally fine. In dairying a little has
been accomplished, but it is a very little in
comparison with what can and should be done.
The drawback to the successful manufacture of
butter and cheese on the {actory principle, is
the sparse settlement which renders it neces-
sary to travel long distances to gather in the
milk and cream to the factories. Still a start
has been made sufticient to practically demon-
strate what had been previously held in theory,
that Manitoba offers great advantages as a
dairy country. We are convinied that our
farmers could yet greatly increase their herds

of cattle, and especially cows, to great advant- 1

age to themselves and the country.  Good re-
turns have been already obtained by the pat-
rous of cheese and butter factories, even under
the disudvaniage previously noted. If the
number of ¢ ¥3 in the districts immediately
tributary to the factories were considerably
augmented, production would be cheapened,
and the industry wculd be rendered much
more profituble. The dairy trade of the coun-
try has made great progress in the quality and
mode of packing and handling butter during
the past few years, but it will never be satis-
factory until factorv-made butter takes the
place of the bulk of the article now made in
private dairics.

The shipmenis of cattle from the province
this year will certainly have a good effect upon
the country. From this class of ceaports quite
an amount of cash will be realized, which will
materially supplement the returns fromn the
crops. Nearly al) over the country stock-rais-
iog has made considerable progress of late
years, and in some districts has reccived such
attention that a crop failure would not cause
universal hardship. This is as it should be.
While returns from wheat-growing come in
more quickly, and more abundantly in case of a
good crop and good prices, yet a crop failure,
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whioh is alwnys o possibility, will entail great
hardship A failure with stock is hardly pos-
sible, and the return, though slower, is ulways
certain,  Those who niversify their operations
will therefore have something to fall back upon
in case of a failure in ono crop. From the in-
creased attention which has been givea to
stock-raising, as shown by shipments this
year, it is evident that a failure
of crops woall not have the same effect
upon the country that such an oceurrenco
would have hiad a few years ago. At points
along the railways all the way from Winnipeg
to Calgary, car lots of cattlo have been gather-
ed up for shipment to Montreal.  Some of the
western cattle have been sent on from Mont-
real to Liverpool, where, notwithstanding the
long journey, they have arvived in fairly good
condition. These stock shipments will go a
loug ways to make up for the light crops this
yeer, and if our farmers just continue ou in the
same direction, they will soon be indepcudent
of wheat, ut least so far as an occasional crop
failure is concerned.
PLENTY OF LAND.

The absurdity of the report which went the
rounds of eastern papers last spring, and which
probably originated through a misunderstanding
on the part of a reporter in interviewing a
Canadian Pacific Railway official, to the effect
that nearly all the public lends of Manitoba
were taken up, is being demonstrated by the
movement of settlers into the Lake Dauphin
country. Here is a large district of probably
a3 fine country as can be found anywhere in
the west, which as yet, with the exception of a
few townships, has not cven been surveyed.
It certainly scemed ridiculons, at the time the
report was sent abroad, that the public lands of
Manitoba should be about exhausted, when we
consider that the population of the entire pro-
vince is less than 209,000 persons, and a large
number of these are living in the towns and
are not land owners. This province, with a
hundred thousand .quare miles of territory,
should support millions of people. Instead of
the nublic lands being exhausted, there should
be abundance of land, and choice land at that,
for many thousands of new settlers. Of course
a good deal of land has passed into the hands
of railways, and otaer corporations, but there
is yet plenty left for free settlement,
and a large portion of the province
is yet unsurveyed. ‘That the idea should have
gained currency that the public lands of the
province were nearly exhsusted, is in itself a
protest against the system which has prevailed
of handing over the public domain to railway
or other corporatione. The lands should be
kept for the people, and it would be far better
that any assistance given railways should be in
the form of cash. The lands would thus be
open for settlement on the most advantageous
terms, settlement would be consolidated and
there would be greater inducemeats to imnig-
ra.on. It certainly scems a great mistake that
a portion of the public domain should have
been handed over to corporations, to be held
until the settlement of the adjoiving lands
should give it value. Railways in castern
Capada have been frecly assisted with cash

grants, and the people of the West have to

boar their share of the debt contracted in assist-
ing those roads. But when it comes to assist-
ing a wostern road, the only thing the Dominion
will do is to give away the lands which should
belong to the people of tho West, and bo held
for free sottlement for those who are coming to
our country.

Howevor, Manitoba has yet room for many
thousands of settlers upon public lands, before
it will be necessary to purchase lands held by
privato parties or corporations, though someo-
times suporior advantages as to markots, ate. .
can bo obtained by purchasing land in the
older settled districts. Still, many prefer to
go farther away fromn the railways to tako up
free land. The movement referred to into the
Lake Dauphin district of Manitoba has been
very considerable this scason, and it still con-
tinues. It is said that thoro are now fully two
hundred settlers located upon unsurveyed lands
in the district. This would iadicate that no
time should be lost in haviug the region proper-
ly surveyed and opened for scttlement, as a
good desl of confusion is likely to result from
extensive sottlement upon unsurveyed lands.

The Lake Dauphin country is situated north
of the Manitoba Northwestern railway, and
west of the northern portion of Leke Manitoba.
It is described as a rema:kably fine region, and
those who have visited the district are wild with
enthusiasm over the country and the prospect
of the sottlers. Some of the best timber lands
in Manitoba are known to be in this district,
aud thero is also, it is said, abundance of hay
and water. Crops this year are reported to
have been good both in gran and roots. The
streamn of settlement into this dintrict, and the
marvelous reports as to the great advantages
of the country, would indicate that the public
Innds of Manitoba are not likely to be exhaust-
ed for many years yet. There are no doubt
millions of actes of choice lands in the northern
portion of the province which have not yet
been surveyed. One party who has examined
the Lake Dauphin district claims that there are
fully 1,000,000 acres of land in that region,
admirably adapted to scttlement.  The
northern portion of Manitoba has advintages
over the south in the abundant supply of wood
and water, and there is plenty of timber suit-
able for manufacturing into lumber. In time
these lands will be occupied, and now that
gettlement is moving in that direction, the
Government should have the country surveyed
and thus save the confusion and hardships
which are certain to result from squatting upon
unsurveyed lands,

LUHBERING IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

The activity in the direction of developing
the great lumber resources of British Columbia
is one of the features attracting attention in the
Pacific province. During the last year the tim
her reaources of British Columbia have attracted
& great deal of attention from outsido as well as
local capitalists.  There has been an active de-
mand for timber lands in cligible locations, both
in the interior and along thy coast of the main-
land and Vancouver Island. The many inlets
along tho coast render tho coast timber dis.
tricts readily available for moving the logs. In
the interior, tho mountainous pature of the
country i8 a drawback to handling the logs,
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