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IN THE LUMBER WOODS.

THE Current number of the Canadian Magazine, a
_Journal that is making encouraging progress, and
mnt‘tf‘bly represents the best thought of the Dominion,
2Ins an interestingly written paper, with illustrations,
!1? Umbering in Canada, written by Mr. E. C. Grant,
¢ well-known manager of the Ottawa Lumber Com-
:?;ly’l. of Ottawa, Ont. Mr Gran.t writes, not alone
from lterary grace and skill, 'but is ablfe
hee °“t‘ of his long and practlf:al experi-
tioncto lmpfxrt much valuable in forrpa-
the onCeTmng the actual work 'for cutting
l,iv:‘m“dmg timber, preparation of the
ost’ etc. We give here an abridgement
™ Grant’s paper.
acc(;':facing the paper with a colloquid
0t of the engagement of a gang of
wageakfffs. for the winter's work, whose
to g 't 1S said. will range from $15.00
%00 per month, and the men having
Started on their season’s journey,
of 1 G_’ant gives a faceitious description
.'¢ Journey, There is the running of
OUS rapids, the handling of the load,
th n Coupled with tests of strength by
fartiest of the men, showing who
@rry the largest load on his back.
cq;‘famping over at night with an ac-
is of the improvised spread for supper
pk"asantly told.
Settlzsﬁnation reached the men quickly
i th down to business. The foreman
e
Bety

Cr

tep

€arliest riser in the shanty ; he
re;]’(‘?’ Up to waken the cook, who prepares the
a8t and gives the rest of the men a call about
amEEn rf\inutes before it is ready, which is more tpan
Ple time for the completion of a standard bush toilet.
N ook really reigns supreme in his domain, and, as a
\vite’ 'S Quite a character, and sh(fuld he be endow.ed
V}lth € proper qualiﬁcatiops, he will be a great t"avorlt’e
i € men and give them great amusement in ‘thelr
Moments, If he is quick at repartee, he will be
10 repel the jocular attacks on him which they all
Tom time to time. So much of his time is taken
gattend.ing to his cooking and baking that he is allow-
ot n Assistant, called a “chore boy,” who
€ wood, washes up the dishes, and

T;s himself generally useful.
a € first men to start out are the log-
fourers’ Who generally go in gangs of about
lop. 2¢h. Each four is in charge of a head
aker, who, as a rule,is an old hand
Stﬂngg le to judge the quality of a tree as it
Whicp, | and who notes a great many trees,
ar to an inexperienced person might ap-
to ¢ OH‘:‘{"d, would upon being felled, be found
Othe, AN either bad shake, spunk, rot, or
brin ; efect, and not worth the labor spent in
to beng them to earth. If square timber is
treeis?ade, as well as logs, then when the
e elled the head logmaker will be able to
Perf, 2 8lance how much of it will make a
ling | il Square, and if satisfactory, a chalked
of ty, ¢ produced and fastened to each end

to . "€, Over the part to which the piece is
ceny, J9ared.  Then it is pulled up in the
Dtre an

shay : d suddenly let go, causing it to stril.(e the log
The sy andleave the mark of the chalk‘ the entire length.
surfacame thing is done on the other side of. the upper
on i and two men, called liners, take l.helr positions
out ¢ : 1p of the log, and with their _axes chip
cha]ke dSTdES to within about a quarter of an mc‘h of the

he. Then the hewer comes along with his broad-

axe andfinishes these sides, making an evensurface plumb
with the lines. The log-makers, who have been going
through the same process on other trees, return in the
afternoon to the ones that they were at in the morning,
and, turning them over, treat the other two sidesin a like
manner; and the hewer who has been following them up,
also comes around again and completes the stick. Any
pieces that are left over, or will not make timber, are cut
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HAULING LOGS TO STREAM.

up into saw logs of lengths ranging from twelve feet six
inches to sixteen feet six inches, these being the lengths
commonly used for the manufacture of lumber.

The logs of timber being finished, along come the
road-cutters, who clear a space wide enough to permit
of the logs being hauled to some lake or tributary of the
main stream.

The logs all having been drawn on to the ice, a good
deal of delay is often caused, waitmg until it breaks up
and allows the driving to commence. When the ice
starts to move it does not take long to clear the creeks,
as, the water being high, it is an easy matter to roll the

A RAFT.

logs down the banks into the stream. As the logs pour
out of these streams into the main river, they are caught
in a pocket, or boom, which is made of long, flatted
pieces of timber securely fastened together with chains
which are passed through holes in either end of them
After collecting all the Jogs and timber which have been
taken out,the drivers construct a capstain crib, to the bow

of which a capstain is securely fastened, while at the
stern they fasten the booms. Then one end of a

- rope is attached to the capstan, while the other end is

taken off in a boat to a distance of about one hundred
yards and “snubbed” to a large tree. After this has
been done the men return to the crib and start working
at the capstain until the logs have been drawn up to
where the rope has been snubbed. The same process
" is repeated until a point is reached where
the river is navigable. :

Then the logs are taken to the point of
consumption by a towing company. Be-
7, fore reaching this point, however, they
i may have come to a rapid where the
booms have to be loosened and the con-
tents allowed to run through them as best
they may. If the water is fairly deep and
the rapids not very rocky, there is not
much difficulty to contend with, but should
the logs begin to jam, there is no telling
when the jam will break. 1have seen two
or three hundred thousand logs tangled
up to such an extent that the men had to
resort to explosives to move them.

A great deal of knack is brought into
action during one of these jams. It is a
great thing to be able to locate the key
logs, which, when once displaced, star( the
logs moving. As the drivers run a great
risk of being caught by the logs, when
they start to move, they have to use every
precaution. When the key log is found,
they drive a long spike into it, with a ring
attached to the other end ; then a rope is tied to the
ring and the log is pulled out of position by the men
on the shore, after giving the others time to get out of
the way.

As one can readily see, this mode of locomotion
would be most injurious to the square timber : which,
when it reaches a more navigable part of the stream, is
treated in the following way: All the pieces, as near as
possible, of a uniform size, are gathered together and
made into cribs about twenty-three feet wide and any-
where from thirty to forty feet long. The length does
not matter, but, as they have to pass through a number
of slides, the width must not g0 over twenty-
three feet or they would be unable to do so.
After the cnibs have all been made up they
are fastened together with what is called
cat-pieces. These cat-pieces are made of
a piece of three inch deal with a hole in
either end, through which the stakes that
have been driven into the cribs are passed.
Then a sufficient number of small cabins
are made, each to accommodate four men,
and placed on the loading sticks of the cribs,
and, the raft-oars having been sawn, we are

ready for another start. A steam tug takes
us in tow and drops us at the head of the

first rapid, where we snub the raft and pre-
pare to make the descent.

As the cribs run through the 1apid they
are caught up at the bottom and again
fastened together and prepared for the
next tow, and so on until they reach the
point at which they are taken apart
and loaded on ship-board for some foreign market, for
the square timber is very seldom used for home con-
sumption. While the rafts are passing by Ottawa,
en route, you may often see a party of visitors run-
ning some of the slides on the cribs, or else partak-
ing of a meal on the raft cookery,a novel experience
to many.



