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articles of faith, how far this knowledge mny have changed andpurified
his moral nature, halowed his afftions, or sanctitfied his heart, it is
wholly iuoperative as an instrument to discover.

While I so ernestly conitenid for the principle of emulation, and its
exponent exarnnation, as one of the nost poverfuil instruments that a
knowledge of the facutiies of the hum1un uinderstanding has placed
within our reach, I at tie same tinejust as earnestly deprecate its in-
troduction into religious training. So fur as Christianity may be con-
sidered a science, ernulation ai ex:rnination wiil insure a knowledge
of i, nust as they will of the science of juirsprurdence for example. If
the Bible is to be used with the sanie objects, and for the saine pur
poses, as a treatise on soue branch or other of science is studied, or as
the history of an ancient uariotrnmay cread, with a viev ta develope
the powers of the understandiing, or to store the mind with curions
knowledge, let tiei-e b hy all inans searchinig examinations; let the
principle ofemulaiion be deveIopel; but if the book lias been gien
for far other uses, if it has beent set up as the standard of our faith,
and a light ta our path, our ornament in prosperity and our stay in
affliction, to be ihe mould of our habits and the rule of orur conscience,
to hallow Our thougrts and to elevate our affections, let us not seek Lu
degrade it by dragging it down into the arena of intellectual conict.
Let us not set an arrswer in geogr-aphy against another in the gospels,
nor weigh a theorei in Enclid against a truth in the epistles. If the
great object of religions instru-tion be the formation of reugious char
acter, we shouldi use instruments litted to produce this result. Let us
fnot take into our hand- instruments which, however valuable they nay
be as enabling us ta secure other important ojects, are yet unfitted
to acconpish this.

But there are those who will say-such a measrure as you advocate
would leed t very great and importarrt changes in the social and moral
aspects of the counrtry. We freciy admit the charge. They would
lead ta such, unquestionably. But change is the condition of the 1Wie
of every organized being. To cease ta change is te cease to !iv. It
le na les so of the life of a nation. Contrast the United States of
America with the worn-out empires of the East, which have long since
passed away. The restlessness of the ocean does not affect its stabilitv.
It is the condition of life for ail within its bosom. Changes like tho'se
we advocate are but the developmnents of a healthy growth, and of a
progress upwards ta a long maturity. Change is life, sameness is
death. That unchanging aspect of national institutions which has
been sometimes lauded, is almost always to be dep-ecated, for time has
shoir that reform does not imply subversion, and that long unchecked
decay does not admit of conservative renovation. Moreover, when an
institution lives in the heart of a nation, the parasitical support of pro-
tective laws checks its development and cramps ils growth. We trust,
then, in the onward progress of legislation; and that as our people
increase in knowledge, they will also grow in wisdom; and that these
plied togetier will be. the strength and the stay of a hope of better
things to come, and of the stability of the present, and " wisdorm and
knowledge shall be the stability of our tine."

EDUCATION IN PRINCE EDWARD ISLANI).
Ectracts of the Report of the Visitor of Schoolo, a submitted to, the

Legislature.
It has been my lot ta become acquainted with the educational

interests of the Colony when a thorough change had passed over thern.
The ne v Education Act had just come into force, whch is intended to
provide the means of education to the whole rising generation in the
Colony. It is impossible ta calculate the blessings conferred on a
Community hy the provisions of a State Education, efficientlv and pru-
Iently carried out. n no country has it ever been found that private
or adventure schools have been able to impart even the mere elementa
of education ta the whole community.

Where there is not a-machinery of public education, and ta some
extent, free education, ta the necessities of the whole population, a vast
majority of the children of the humbier classes must grow up la igno-
rance, if not in vice. If some aids and facilities bre not a;orded the
working man in the education of his children, nine out of ten parents,
whether agriculturists or attizans, would not be able ta cominand thre
means of educatirng them in private schools, even if they possessed the
solicitude and care far their ciidren's interests (which are so sadly
wantng), that would prompt them ta make exertiors to secure for
their offspring every possible advantage in intellectual and moral
training. This is speciallv true in rising and thinly populated coun
tries, where there are fair inducements for adventurous schoolnasters
ta settle.

This srali colony, by the passing of the Education Bill of 183, ias
solved for herseif the question which has been agitating the public
uind of Britain for so many years, and which is still at issue. By its
provisions it brtigs the means of education within the reach of every
family. The only part of the machinery confided to the private exer-
tions of the people being the building ad inhtain l tf Ithe scoiul-
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house, and where practicable, supplementing the teacher's salary.-
Prince Edward Island has taken this step in the right direction in ad-
vance of the mother country-for even in enlightened Britain, with its
multitude of schools maintained by private support, by charitable and
ecclesiastical endownent, and state assistance, there are Stijl thousands
of her population perishing in ignorance and crime. It is highly cred-
itable to Prince Edward Island that the Education Bill for Scotland,
introduced in the Imperial Parliament by the Lord Advocate during
the present session, and Io>t by so small a majority, was identical in ail
its essential elcments with that in operation here.

But it rare!y happens in legislation, that any Act for the general
good cani aît once be franed on so perfect a model as to meet every
'xigency, or please ail parties. It is only when applied and tested by
experience, that the merits and defects of aay thing new can be dis-
covered. The fate of the Bill, in its reception by the public, so far as
I have had opportunities of observing and discriminating, has been more
fortunate than could have been predicted or anticipated of a iteasure
so comprehensive in its details, and which embraces so many conflict-
ing nterests. Its success in one year is a most happy omen of the
good it may accomplish when amended and supplemented, so as to
provide f -r a uniform system of tuition, by the establishment of a
Normal Schrool for the training of teachers, thus securing a higher rate
of acquireinents, and by such a graduation of salaries as shall retain
teaçhers of conipetent abilities and attainments.

I have visited, in ail, 169 district achools, which are thus divided
among the respective Counties:-

DistracT ScHooLs. CuiLDEn4 oN iOREisrEr. PaxsENr oN ExÂKUisarU.
Prince County, 30 1,338 792
Queen's do. 9 + 4,880 8,n7
King's do. 45 2,31U 1,431

AcÂnras.
Prinet Couny, 7 801 2-15
Queen's do. 6 309250

182 t,147 5,77à
The following statistical statement does not give the correct number

of children at present studying ail the branches taught, but only those
studying them when I visited their schools, as in many schools it was
only after an order for the necessary books had been left, on my visit,
that Grammar and Geography, etc., began to be taught:-

P. COUNTY. Q. COUNTY. K. Cou-NTY. ACADIAN<. TOTAL.
Reading, 1,838 4,880 2,819 .610 9,147
Writing, 601 2,114 8699 98 8,7fr7
Arithmetic, 480 1,735 634 64 2,918
Grammar, 194 593 297 2 1,086
Geography, 151 462 158 771
Book-keeping, 2 13 8 23
Algebra, 8 5 8
Geometry, 1 1

Of the 610 who are learni ng to read in the Acadian schools, 10 are
tauglht to read in the English language.

SCOOL BOOKS.
It would be in vain for me to attempt to describe the feelings with

which I contemplated the stock of books exhibited *o nie in many
schools: a tattered and miscellaneous assemblage.of bonks and pam.
phlets; and heard by what shifts and contrivances these were made
to serve the purposes of instructing, it may be, twice the like number
of children. In one school, where I found twenty-four children at
work, there were eleven reading book, meant for the sane stage of
progress, but ali of a different kind. With such apparatus, to talk of
organization and classification, would be preposterous. I deeply pitied
su h tenchers who, in addition to the unavoidable discouragenments of
their laborious occupation, had such a mountain of difliculties laid upoi
their eflorts. Such a state of matters would paralyze the energies of
even the most conscientious mac, fuil of faith and hope in the cause of
educraion. But I an happy to say that this lamentable deflciency is
a thing of the past, and it is to be hoped. will never agaiti recur. The
liber il grant from the Legisiature, vhich provided a list of eycellent
school books and maps, at a very low rate, and the enactment which
nade it imperative for cvery school to take adva itage of it. has opened
up a more checerin prospect, not for the teacher onlv, but also for the
parents and children. -For the teacher, as it entireli renoves the dit.
ficulty of classifying his pupils, thuîs making hiA work less tedious anl
laborious, ani greatdv more satisfhetory to him-elf, as he cau watch
and test the progress .( each child much better when ranged with its
compeers. The chili is benefitted, in having ant inrcreased interest
and zest civen to his studies hy the emulatir which is excited in a
class, and when he is ready to be advanaced into a higher book, he has
not to wait the convenience of his parents in procuring it for him,
while he is dawdling away his precious seed time. The parent's pecui
liar advantage is in his pocket, as each book costs onlv about onîe-third,
of Its price at ar ordinary booksellei', and by the triGing local aascsa.


