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DEBATLES ON THE QUEBEC BILL.

1louse of Commons, June 2, 1774,

Mr. Hey, Chicf Juftice, called in.
Mr. Mackworth. Does Mr. Hey
think that the Canadians are well fa-
tisfied with the trial by juryin crimi-
nal matters ?
Mr. Hey,

They are well fausfied
avith it.

Mr. Mackworth.  Would they not

be alfo farisfied with the fume trial jn ).

civil matters ? _

Mr. Hey. - Under certain regula-
tions they might . for inftance, if the
enanimity required in England was

difpenied with, and a majority of two--

wirds of a_jury of thirfeen or fif-
teen was {ufficient; and if they were
sllowed {ome compenfation for the ex-
pence and trouble of attendance : al-
fo if the trial by that mode was op-
toual in the parties; under thefe re-
gulations, I apprchend, they would
- be very well fadsfied with that mode
of trial in ‘civil as ‘well as criminal
cafes.  Half the year in Canada all
bufinefs is ftopped by the climate,
which makes them much the bufier
the other half, and at that feafon they

confequently find - the . attendance as |

jl__n'yp)cn a burden. - N o

Mr.. T "Townfhend. “Wonld they

. wifh for and approve the -other : parts
of the Englifh law’in civil matters? -

Mr. Hey. . T'h'esr are very lit_t.l'c Ac-

quainted avith  the Englith - law, and

from their ignorance of it, would be

veyy muchagainft its - eftablifhment.

- "Phey-are tenacions of * their dncient
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laws and cuftoms, and would eftcem
a towal change a great injury to them,"

Mr. Baker. Would they efteem ~
the Flabeas Corpus A& an injury ?

Mr. Hey. I cannot imagine that '
any people would be fo ftupid as not -
to-efteém it a benefit ? C

Mr. T. Townfhend. Would not
th¢ Canadians think an Aflembly al-
fo’a great benefit?

Mr. Hey. -Very far from'it : they
are too ignorant a. people to under-
ftand the value of a'free government: .’
they arc-exceedingly obedient 3 would. -
obey the King's commands let it be.-

«what it may: if he ordered an As-.

fembly to mect they would ‘go, but ,
they would not know what to do =
when ‘they came  there : “the faft is,. | .
they aré not capable of that govern- -
ment ;.. they do ‘not expedt.it: itijs
contrary-to all their ideas, ,to all their:;
prejudices, to all their: maxims: their
idea of a Houfe of Aflembly is that
of a houfe of riot and-confufion,
which mieets -only to impedé public -
bufinefs, and ‘to diftrefs the ‘Crown ;-

i all which isa'fyftem extremely con-

trary to the ideas and principles’ of
the Canadians,” . 0 0wy

Mi. T. Townthend. Did Mr. Hey'
ever hear of a plan or' reprefentation -
of what goverpinent would. probably”
be fu_cc_efs'f_ul:i_l'l_ C_:u_l'ad_n_ ? 5"

Mr. ‘Hey. There was a commis-|

fion from his Majefty ' to. Governor . -

Catleton, the "Attirnéy. General;’and
myfelf, to draw up:a report of that'

‘government_ which. would ‘b~ moft"
| proper for Canada :
| tion'F had. the'misfortdne to differ in,
opinion from Governor Carleton : my

s In:that delibera-. = -




