
PUBLISHERS’ PREFACE
The publishers announce, separate and distinct from, but to be 

used in connection with the present volume, the Diplomatic Corre­
spondence between the United States and Germany from August 1, 
1914, to April 6, 1917, the date of the declaration of a state of war 
by the Congress of the United States against the Imperial German 
Government, and I'resident Wilson’s Messages, Addresses, and Papers 
on Foreign Policy. These volumes are of the same format as the Sur­
vey of International Relations between the United States and Ger­
many, 1914-1917, and they are edited by its author.

The differences of opinion, crystallizing into opposition, and 
resulting eventually in war between the United States and Germany, 
are stated clearly, unmistakably, and officially in the Diplomatic 
Correspondence between the two Governments since the outbreak of 
the European War in 1914, and up to the declaration of war by the 
United States because of the controversies between the two countries. 
The Diplomatic Correspondence makes the case of the United States, 
just as the Diplomatic Correspondence is the defense of Germany. 
Upon this Correspondence each country rests its ease, and upon this 
Correspondence each is to be judged. It is thought best to present 
it in a volume by itself, disconnected from narrative or from corre­
spondence with other belligerent nations, which would indeed have 
been interesting but not material to the present case.

President Wilson’s views upon foreign policy were important 
during the neutrality of the United States, and it is even more 
important to understand them now, inasmuch as they are the views 
of the United States at war and indicate in no uncertain way the 
attitude which the United States under President Wilson’s guidance 
may be expected to assume in the negotiations which must one day 
bring about peace to a long-suffering and war-ridden world. This 
volume is of interest to Mr. Wilson’s countrymen; it is of interest 
to the belligerents; it is of interest to the neutrals, whose cause 
Mr. Wilson has championed.

The publishers have pleasure in announcing that the author of “A 
Survey of International Relations between the United States and Ger­
many” and editor of ‘‘President Wilson’s Messages, Addresses, and 
Papers on Foreigu Policy” and of the ‘‘Diplomatic Correspondence,” 
has directed that the royalties due him be presented to the Depart­
ment of State War Relief Work Committee, of which Mrs. Robert 
Lansing is President.
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