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On tlin C>»tli, the slii]) was tinally plucecl in licr

intended winter's position, luid the work oi'"stri|)ping"

conununrcd. Warping into l)L'rtli was a severe fore-

taste of winter's incleniency ; the ttiinperatun; was

at + 2."^' ; the water froze on tl c hawsers as tliey came

in, nor was the boat-work necessary in hiying ont the

'Uicliors more jileasant, as the wind bknv freshly, and

spray drenched those engaged.

Navi<^ation and seamanship were now to be

dis})ensed with for awliik^ ; we had before ns a

long and severe whiter to be ptissed in an icc-bonnd

shij), and we prepared accordingly to rendcv onr

residence as comfortable and little irksome as might

be. The sails were " unbent," dried, and stowed

away, yards and lesser spars got on deck, leaving only

the lower masts standing, the lower rigging being

secured aroinid them to be clear of \'2 housing, which

shortly enclosed the uj)per deck. Parties were sent on

shore to build a small house and cut turf. Desirous

of early and detinitely establishing among our new

friends a wholesome know ledge of onr power, \\ ithont

displaying a hostile or precautionary intention, the

pistols Avere discharged at a mark, and the I2-pounder

howitzer, which was mounted on the forecastle, loaded

with grape, and fired jit a mnnber of seals which lay

on the land ice at the head of the harbour.
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