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OBSERVATIONS
We arc told it is proper to court the trade with the American

States, but tfeir treaties with France and Holland in direft terms

forbid our being put on a betier footing than thofe counine*. •

The ftatc of our manufaftures make it ii' neceflary, and nothing

can be more weak than the idea of courting coiiimcrce.t America

will have from us what (he sannot get cheaper and beter elfe-

where, and ftic will fell to us what wc want from her as cheap as

flie will to others. But in other refpeils (he will affume a tone of

importance, (he will partake of the nature of nsw men ; (he hai

indulged and will indulge in puerile infolencc ; in that, perhaps,

ftie will not (hew herfelf much unlike her parent, — but (he has

'k fenfe and information ; all her people in fome (hape or t;ther are

commercial, and in that line particularly they are knowing and

,
intelligent.

• jirlicle 11. of tht Treaty of Commerci between France and the

United Stales of Jmerica, «' the molt Chriftian King and the Unit-

ed States engage mutually not to grant any paritcular favour to

ether nations, in rejped of commerce and navigation, •which jhall not

immediately become common to the other party, nHho Jhail enjoy lie

fame favourfreely
"

+ By ine(reaual and unneceffary attempts to court Americm

commerce, we (hall difgult n-tinns with whom wc have great

intercourfe, and prejudice the bell trade we have. Our exports^

to the Baltic and the countries North of Holland are equal to'

what our exports to the American States were at any time, and

more real Briti(h (hipping has been employed to the North, than

had ever been employed to the American States. Before the war,

very few Briti(h (hips went to the ports north of Philadelphia j

they went principally to the Southern States.

Lift ofjhips thatt faffed thefound, to andfrom the Baltic, for thre^

years preceeding 1782

Nation Ships in 1779 Ships in 1780 Ships in 1781

Britilh - - - 1651 . - - 170! - - « 2001

Dutch - - - 2075 - - - 2058 - - .
9

French --- o-»- o --- o

It is curious toobferve the increafe of our (hipping to the Bal-

tic, and the decreafe of the Dutch in one year from 2058 top

(hips only,— and that rot one French (hip pafliid the Sound

during three years. \^Becaufe the Engltjh had a ftronger fleet.'\

The Briti(h (hipping that went to Hamburg and other ports

of the North was alfo very confidcrable, butofthezooi Briti(h

(hips that pafTed the Sound to and from the Baltic, the greater

part made two voyages, and probably wc had nut more than 6 or

700 (hips employed io (hat uade.


