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If

After a long and very impartial trial, in which every at-

lenipt has been made by your Counsel and by the Jury to res-

cue you froui the convictiou <if murder, you h.ive bet-n found

Guilty—Guiliy of the higln^st offrnce in the black catalopue

of huniau depravity—of the wilful death of a ft'llow creature,

by malice aforethoiiglit, of oun living in ti .aniesociftj' with

yourselves ; guilty of no oflence aijaiust
_^

..u, but an honrst

endeavouier on his part to provide fur himself and family—
coniniitied against the possessor of the property which waste
furnish his family and himsell with the means of subsistence,

you having at the same time property ofyour own, and he be-

ing proprietor of tho lot on which this unfortunate event oc-

curred. The crime cf murder, almost from the commence-
ment of time, has bee ' declared by God himself to call for the

blood of the murderei. He has been pleased by that infinite

justice that sees the proprii'ty of every thing to say, " who-
soever sheddeth man's blood by man shall his blood be shed.'*

Every civil society has passed this into their Code of Crimi-

nal Jurisprudence in obedience, to the Word of God, and ii^

obedience to the sense of self preservation, regarding tint man,

who can be so totally insensible to his duty towards Ids fel-

low creatuie as to occasion his death as too dangerous a Qian to,

exist any longer in society, and who for the safety of society

it is indispensably necessary to remove. Your conduct has

been aggravated by the circumstances to which I have alluded,

and if 1 have alluded to them at this moment, f r be it from me
to mean it as a reproach to you. He nmst be insensible to

your situation and totally devoid of evei:y sense of feeling who
iloes not enter into all your thoughts at this moment, and feel

for you as fellow Christian ; far be it therefore from me to en-

large upon this now as a matter of reproach against you. I

urge it in this place, in order to hold you up as an example to

others. 1 have the preservation of society committed to meat
this moment, as far as the important duty I have to discharge

can prevail for that purpose ; and in order to draw the atten-

tion of every one of this numerous audience to the awful situa-

tion in which you are placed ; to bring home (as nuich as I

can) to the mind of every individual present before ine, th^

danger of submitting to the rule of] passion ; the necessity

of repressing every sentiirient—reyery thing that looks like an-

g r against their n&ighbour, and turning their attention to the

rule—that great Rule of our Creator—"You shall love your
neighbour as yourself;" that you shall not meditate any
wrong against hirei—that, above all, you shall rcgud his lifo
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