
IN AMERICA. 21

a crowd who had regarded them as martyrs ; and

their learning was not such as to attract the applause

or even t\\v. notice of continental scholars. In

this state of depression they turned their eyes

towards America, and sending agents to England,

they applied to the Virginia Company for a patent

of })art of th(nr territory, saying " thc^y were well

weaned from the delicate milk of their mother

country, and inured to the dithculties of a strange

land." They assured them th(!y were knit together

hy a strict and sacred hand, hy virtue of which they

held themsi'lves l^ound to take care of th(.' good of

each other, and of the whole ; and that it was not

with them as with other men whom small things

could discourage, or small discontents cause, to

wish themselves at home again. Though their

agents found the company very desirous of pro-

moting the projected settlement in their territory,

and willing to grant them a patent with as ample

privileges as it was in their power to convey,

they could not prevail upon the King to give them

a public toleration for their dissent, and they re-

turned greatly disconcerted to their sorrowing

friends.

The following year they determined to take their

chance for toleration, judging very wisely that

distance was a sufficient ijuarantee for their safetv,

and accepted the patent without pressing their

petition to the King for his protection. It was

t-


