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IRccc'ivprl the Favour of your Letter of thezorh

palh 1 b<;lieve you judge very ri[;lit that the

Hitdfon^ Ray Company do not defire to have any

Body interfere witli rhf-m in the Fur Trade in thole

Parts-, they Icem to be content with what they

have, and make (I believe) confiderable Profit by

it ; and if it fhould be fartlier exrended, which

might be the CU'e if a farther Difcovery was

matle : For tho* they fliould not find a navigable

Pafl^ige thro' into the South, tluy might probably

find Indian Nations, from whom Furs might he

bought cheaper than they are boua;ht in Hudfon's

Bay, and that would be a Difadvantage to their

Trade.

The Probabilities of finding a PafTige, as you

propofe, feem to l)e very lh()ii(.v» ihe Flood com-

ing that Way is almoll a Demonttration •, what

Difficulties may be in the Execution can't be forc-

feen. If a PalV.ige could be found into the South

Si^A, it would open a very large Field, and vtry

probably of a very profitable Commerce •, but the

jirfl Projectors, let the Afiair fucceed never fo well,

have feluom if ever f(Hind their Account in it.

Flovvever, tha: fhould not hinder others from ex-

erting theniftlves in the difcovcring any Thing

that may be advantageous to the Public ; but a Spi-

rit of that Kind leems to have been afleep for ma-

ny Years. War may liave perhaps prevented, in

fome Meafure, and diverted Mens Thoughts Irom

any Enterpriiic of that Nature. \ confcfs I have

nivicl:


