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On the eleventh of Novimbsr, in the Year, one thou*

fend, fix hundred, and twenty, and, previous to their

Landing, they drew up, and ligned an Inilrument, in

which they declared thcnjfclves to l^ Subjefts of the

Crown of i?n^//»»<4 joining in a Body-politic, and fo-

lemnly engaging Si)bq[)iilipn to the Laws that fhould

from Time, to Tinjc, be ena£led for the 3eneiit of the

Colony. When thefc Fprms were concluded, they

chofe Mr. John Carver to be their Governour.

Thfy, next, fent put Parties, in Order that they

might examine the Situation of the Country, and deli-

ver in a Report conoprqing the moft proper Spot for the

Eftablifhment of a Colony. At their Return, the whole

Company were fo fatisfied with the Refult of their Ob-
fervvtions, that they refolved to proceed, as foon as

poiSble, to the Place which had been the moft ap-

proved. Accordingly, on the twenty-third of Decern^

hery they vifited, and fixed upon a» Eminence on the

main Land> where, formerly. Corn had grown> antl

which, at that Time, was watered by many Springs.

Near it, and in View from an adjacent Hill where the

MngHJh intended to ere£l a Fort, was a capacious Bay,

and within it w^re JRhode^ and Elizabith Jilapds. No
Time was now loft ; a neceffary Number of Edifices

were conftru£ted ; but, in Order that as few as poffibfe

Plight ferve, the Colonifts divided themfelvc* into nine-

teen Families, who, after an aftiduous Toil, during thr^c

,Months, had intirely laid the Foundations of a Town.^

The Land immediately adjoining to this Spot was

uninhabited ; a Circumftance which (according to the

Information of a Savage, who arrived amongft the Eng-

UJh, with Offers of Amity from the next adjacent

peopled Country,) was owing to a Plague which

raged until the Mortality had become univcrfal.
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