
94 MOORISH CHRONICLES.

fence, Admiral Ramon Bonifaz arrived at the mouth of the
Guadalquivir with a fleet of tliirteen large ships, atid sovc!:!!

small vessels and galleys. While he was yet hoveriiiu: .'ilxr.it

the land, he heard of the approach of a great force of shiir

from Tangier, Ceuta, and Seville, and of an army to :is8;iil \\<<.,

from the shores. In this peril he sent in all speed for suecoi

to the king ; when it reached the seacoast the enemy had not,

yet appeared ; wherefore, thinking it a false alarm, the re-en-

forcement returned to the camp. Scarcely, however, had ii

departed when the Africans came swarming over the sea, and

fell upon Ramon Bonifaz with a greatly superior force. Tin-

admiral, in no way dismayed, defended himself vigorously —
sunk several of the enemy, took a few prizes, and put the rest

to flight, remaining master of the river. The king had heard

of the peril of the fleet, and, crossing the ford of the river,

had Hastened to its aid ; but when he came to the seacoast,

he found it victorious, at which he was greatly rejoiced, and

commanded that it should advance higher up the river.

It was on the twentieth of the month of August that Kin;j;

Fernando began formally the siege of Seville, having encampod
his troops, small in number, but of stout hearts and valiant

hands, near to the city on the banks of the river. From hence

Don Pelayo Correa, the vai.ant Master of Santiago, with two
hundred and sixty horsemen, many of whom were warlike friars,

attempted to cross the river at the ford below Aznal Ka radio.

Upon this, Aben Amaken, Moorish king of Niebla, sallied forth

with a great host to defend the pass, and the cavaliers wen*

exposed to imminent peril, until the king sent one hundred cava-

liers to their aid, led on by Rodrigo Flores and Alonzo Tellcz

and Fernan Dianez.

Thus re-enforced, the Master of Santiago scoured the opposite

side of the river, and with his little army of scarce four hundred

horsemen, mingled monks and soldiers, spread dismay throiiph-

ont filie country. They attacked the town of Gelbes, and, after

a desperate condiat, entered it, sword in hand, slaying or cap-

turing the Moors, .and making rich booty. They made repeated

assaults upon the castle of Triana, and had bloody combats with

its garrison, but could not take the place. This hardy band of

cavaliers had pitched their tents an(i formed their little camp on

the banks of the river, below the castle of A^nal Kuraclic. Tliis

fortress was situated on an eminence above the river, and its

massive ruins, remaining at the present day, attest its formidable

strength.

When the Moors from the cMtle towers looked down ui)ou


