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One better way is certainly the duodecimal or dodecanal, but

in order to reap the full benefit of it we would have to make

a little change. The unanimity with which the adoption of

Standard Time was so rapidly and thoroughly carried out is

an evidence than the ])resent age is advanced enough in in-

telligence to make an improvement the adv. atages of which

are understood. There are always prejudices to be met with

and overcome, especially in making a change from a custom

that it has taken us some trouble to master. The spelling of

the English language is an example of this. Difficulties have

been left in the path of scholars, young and old, almost like

the obstructions in a steeple chase, as if in order to test to the

utmost the endurance of those engaged in the struggle. Long

continuance in the use of clnms.y implements (and words and

figures come under the category as well as spades and axes)

is no reason why we should hesitate to change them for bet-

ter, v\ iien we see them. We do our duty more thoroughly as

pioneeis in the many new and unexplored paths of science by

clearing ofl' the obstructions we meet with on our way instead

of leaving them for others to stumble over as we may have

done. We may save those who follow us from the chances of

much va'. lable time being lost and possible disheartenments.

Here is an op|)ortunity to make calculations easier not only

for ourselve.s but also for those who follow us in the faith that

what has been good enough for their forerunners will do for

them to begin with. We see the difficulties in the way but

hitherto have not had the courage to clear them out of the

})ath. We want two new figures for the numbers ten and

eleven. Suppose we modify those in use and write / for ten

and H for eleven. No fear of mistaking those marks for any

of the other figures. Then we move the old written sign for

ten (10) that used to be the completion of our measure, on to

the new terminus twelve, which we now write \d with some

little mark, say a dot in the centre of the nought d or else over

it to distinguish it from the old ten (10). We are now set

up with all the figures necessary to carry out the duodecimal


