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ordinary public lands rotainccl by Govornraent within tho limits of tho

railway grant, from i?l.'i') to $2.50 per aero. Coi.gross was actually

forced to raise tho prico of (Jovernmcnt lands at the Inddhi'j (>/' lie. Ii<dl-

10(11/ Co/np till/, wliicli, of course, had no dosiro to see adjoining lands

sold for half tho prico of tho railway rcnervog. Sim r, if not worse

results will follow in the case of tho Canadian PaiC. Railway. Tho
lands will bo sold at a high hgure, and in many in^. ncos on credit

;

they will bo mortgaged to the Railway Corporation at high interest, and,

the result in tho majority of cases will be that the poor, struggling

settler will insensibly drift into a state of boudag"^, wliilo an odious

system of foudalism will be inaugurated throughout the NortliAVest.

Let any ono ouipiire into tho condition of the small farmers along

the lines of railway in tho Ui ''^d States, wiiich have boisi subsidiijjd by

land grants, and it will bo f.h .nd 'at oven in tho host settle I States of

the west, a largo number -f t'. fairest farms are mortgaged beyond

redemption to th ,• gra^:^- ig (lurporations which own and control tho

roads.

The unhappy eH'cf of bind monopolies must still bo fresh in the

memory of French Cau.ocLans. How were tho townships between tho

St. LaAvrence and the frontier depopulated ? What caused the exodus ol

tho flower of Canadian youth, when one-twentieth of tlio whole popula-

tion of Lower Canada, somo thirty years ago, wont into exil*^, driven

from their homos by a selfish land policy, to increase the population of

Maine and Vermont ? What was the testimony of tho Abbe Forland and

many of tho most respected Roman Catholic clorgymon of Lowtr

Canada, when qu(^stioned as to the causes of depopulation '? And will

the French Canadians of to-day suffer tho repetition of su'jh a policy of

extinction and degradation of the French race' in tho North-Wost, of

w!iich their daring ancestors and self-denying priesthood havo boon tho

honoured pioneers and discoverers ?

The Government is bound by every principle of justice to v/atch

over and jealously guard Canada's heritago in tho west. It is bound to

see to the encouragement of tho honest settlement of tho country, and

the only way to do this is to render tho possession of extravagantly lurgo

estates burdensome to the owners, and to compel the occupation of tho

land by its proprietors. Any other land policy will bring about the most

disastrous efiects. .


