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Quid uinl .*»ilv(r initiiiiK h very profttnlilp in this Torrilory. MoVf limn

Twolvo .Villii>n of <lnlliirs Ruld dust wiik luincil lH<rt> iliiriiiK' the \WAi Hciiftin.und

tho coming >'''•''' pro'"'-'*''''' to in- the uio?'t protltaMc ininini; fcnfioii »'v»>r known

in tho liihtory of Moiitiinii. Lalior Iutp is very HCttrcf, find cimMMpicntly vt'ry

liiRli. Couniion day iiiltovm-H nrndily couiniinid from S'» to S') ii diiy, mid nic-

chani(•^< fmni SG to $10 per diiy.

Kvoni tlu! iM'st infi rintition tlint I can oi)tniii tin- .Nortlii-ni I'liciflc Hailroftd

will opon iiji llio riclusl country in nRrirultnnd mid niiiifrnl rsNourcoH on tlii'

Aniericun coiilincnt, imd if tho people Kii^^l lunl in Kiiropc could fee the ricli

Iftud Kvmit that tho rondlmw its hondn would not ri'iimiii in tlii« ninrket ninoly

rtnyp. The roiuincr yoiiv i« Cfrliiinly a propitious lime to cettle in Montana,

anil I shall take preiit pleasun; in welfoiiiinp; a M)ldier colony from old Molly

Stark.

1 almost forf.;ot to speak of the rliinnte. This winter is said lu he colder

than usual, hut I cnn assure ycui that it is not so coM or disanreeahle as Ohio

Id thV, making this mountain country

healtliiest on the continent. On the hinli mountains snow falls to a greater

depth, hut the valleiff! arc ^cnrrely ever ivrrrrr/ wif/i hiioiv. The cattle run at

larpe iliirinfi the entire year, and no graiii or ha> is fed them, yet they como

out in the spring as fat as thel)est stall-fed cattle in Ohio. Our meat market

here is pujiplied with heef driven in from the herd, and ! can a^^surc you the

meat is hettcr than 1 ever saw in Oliio.

In my haste I may Imvo omitted to state many things you and your friends

may want to know. If so, I shall he glad to answer any (luestious you

pound.proj)
Very trnly your;

B. I'. rOTTS.

The Land Commisaionor oPtlic United States, in hi.s report for

1870, on page 131, says of Ea.stern Montana:

The climate is much milder than the latitude, and ilevution would seem to

indicate, and the soil is unsurpassed for i)roductiveness. A large extent of

country in this region is under cultivation. Wheat is reported l ., ield 50

bushels to the acre, cats 75 to 100 bushels, and jxnatoe.s" from 300 lO 400 bush-

els to the acre, while garden vegetables have a mannuoth growth.

In the Helena Dailt/ Herald, Montana, of March 21st, 1872,

is the foUowintj^ item

:

Mr. Sparks, just returned from tho Muscle Shell Valley, where he has been

during the winter, says the snow is very light there, and the cattle have had

no difficulty in getting plenty of grass tho entire winter.

Quincy A. Scott, describing the Yellowstone Valley, says

:

Some of the other valleys are beautiful. This is grand. It abounds in mag-

nificent scenery, most excellent farm-sites, and water-powers. The soil is very

rich and fertile, timber very convenient, coal and iron cropping out in abun-

dance at different points, and at others evidence of rich deposits of copper,

while the sun'omiding mountains are full of gold and silver-bearing quartt.


