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It le therefore a real pleasure for us to look E

inwards at our own country to-day, and wee
may join wlth His Exceilency and feel pro- 1
foundly grateful ta Providence for the manyt
blessings which we enjoy. Prosperity con-I
tinues to vemain withlu our bordera and ail n
classes of our, people are the beneficiaries
thereof. The question naturaily arises, hasI
the government anythlng ta do with theE
continuance of these good thinge, or eau
any part or portion of this general pros-
perity be place to their administration ?
Does it not look almost Ilke Ingratitude for
us to complacently ahut our eyes and uay
to ourselves, 'Providence ts klnd to us,'J
and ta refuse ta grant a reasonable amount
of praise ta the.goverumeut to-day for the
able administration o! the affaira of this
country. As I look at It, while Providence
bas been klnd to us, yet the remarkable re-
arrangement of the tariff lu 1897, combined
with an Intelligent and thoroughly pro-
gressive administration of the various de-
partments of the goverument, and especlally
those o! Agriculture and the Interior, have
changed the whole face of this country
from. stagnation ta activlty and life-an
activity such as bas neyer been witnessed
bef are iu this country. And right here let
me volce a word of praise ta the peerlesa
statesman. who stands at the head o! thia
administration. When the histary of the
present administration comes to be writteii
Impartiaily, it wiil be found that the pre-
sent leader wiIl loom up very promblently
indeed, and that history wlU -be not ouily
plenslng, but profitable and Instructive
readlng ta every patrlotic citizen. Siuce

is premlershlp began Canada bas advanced
by leaps and bounds until to-day the eyes
of the whole 'world are centred upon us.
We are the observed o! ail observera, and
while not professiug ta be a prophet or the
son a! a prophet, 1 believe the comlng yeara
wil wltuess a repetition a! what bas taken
place In the United States duriug tbe past
fif ty years lu the way of Immigration and
progrese In rapid growth. Under Sir Wil-
frid Laurier tis country has practlcaily
been rediscovered, because the country that
can produce such a man as the premier,
who was capable of taklng a second place
at the Jubilee ln 1897, with ense and grace,
and who during the last summer at the
colonial conference practlcally directed the

Lfairs and the deliberations of that confer-
nec, Is a standing proof to tîb'ý whole em-
ire, and for that matter to ail the coun-
ries outside of the empire, that this coun-
try la flot, as a French king once desIg-
~ated It, a few ' ar-pentfs de neige,' or sim-
ýIy inhabîted by an aboriginal 'race, but
that It ls a magnificeut herîtage wltlh every
element wlthln ltself capable of making It
a great and powerful nation. It only awaits
the comlng of the people who shall here
find happy sud prosperous homes, and It
sa gratifylng to see that under the adminis-
tration of the Prime Minister a procession
bas already commenced, and that It ls
broadening and widening from almost every
country, and growing larger fram year to
year. Those who wlU occupy our places a
f ew years hence wlll see every empty space
between here and the Pacifie Ocean, and as
far north as lufe can exlst, ail fiiled with
happy and prosperous homes, cities and
towns growlng up and a great country ta
the north under that flag which has braved
the battle and the breeze for a thousand
years. Under these circumstances, s0 dif-
ferent from the olden days, not s0 very long
ago, how desirable It ls that our rulers and
our parlament should have much wlsdom
and great courage; how careful should we
be to hold the scales of justice even, and
to maintain an equilibrlum between ail the
classes that comprise our people. How
easy It Is to give undue advantage by law
to some one class. over another class, but
If this country is stiil. ta continue to grow
and prosper, It can ouly be done on a basis
that recognizes the rights of every citizen
wlthin Its borders. 1 believe there la a
spirit of justice and forbearance among Our
people, and they will neyer support auy ad-
ministration apart fromn these cardinal prin-
ciples to whlch I have referred, but they
wil support any administration that hon-
estiy endeavours to promote the prosperity
of ahl without doing Injustice to any oue
particular class. We can therefore heartlly
endorse His Excellency iu calling for
heartfelt gratitude to a kind Providence
for the many blessings that we enjoy and
particularly durlng the past year, and If 1
may be permitted I can go a littIe further
than the speech from the Throne and say
during the past six years. We ail recollect
the Intense anxiety that spread over tis


