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and agreed to by the engineers, but it was
not agreed to by the Minister of Public
Works, and until the Minister of Public
Works gets it to suit him he would not
agree to it all. I think the proposition
made last year would be a great deal better.
If the Minister of Public Works knows
more ahout our needs in the harbour of
Montreal than our commissioners do. then
he is the proper man to go to work and
build these improvements himself. But,'if
there is any use having a harbour commis-
sion at all, the commissioners should be
allowed to do it. We know there was com-
plaint after complaint and no attention paid
to them. In seconding the motion I do not
feel the least hesitation in saying that T know
we will have the good wishes of and will be
working for the best interests of the largest
class of the mercantile community in Mont-
real, the shipping interests, and all these
other interests, if we can put this bill off for
another year, rather than have that mon-
strons clause enacted.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON—Whether we
live in the east or in the west, as Canadians
we must feel a deep interest in the port of
Montreal. It is our great commercial em-
porium for Canada, and must necessarily
continue to be such, and our desire should be
that the port of Montreal should, in every
respect, he at least as good as any port on
the American continent. Iunderstand that
up to the present time all the improvements
that have been made at that port have been
made at the expense of the citizens of
Montreal. They have borrowed money, on
which they have been paying %nterest, and
this loan which they ave authorized to make
is one on which they are to pay interest at
three per cent.

Hon. Mr. BOULTON—The grain ship-
ped from the west has to pay the interest,.

Hon. Mr. FORGET—Not at all. The
railways are on the wharfs. It does not cost,
a cent more.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON—I understand
the port of Montreal has paid its own way.
I am not aware whether the loans were frqm
the government or not, but it has paid in-
terest on its loans, and it is proposing to do
the same with the money now being bor-
rowed under this bill, and I do think, under
these ecircumstances that the disposition of

that money should be left with the harbour
commissioters of the port of Montreal, and
that this House should not dictate where
that money is to be spent, or how it is to be
appropriated.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—The majority of the
harbour commissioners favour this bill.

Hon. Mr. OGILVIE—Those appointed
by the government.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—And the majority
must govern in this matter.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON—I thought the
majority of them favoured another dispo-
sition of the money. I understand a portion
of these commissioners are appointed by the
government, and I suppose the government
exercises a certain intluence in the dispo-
sition of the money, if the harbour com-

i missioners are the nominees of the govern-

ment.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—And the mayor of
Montreal. .
Hon. Mr. FERGUSON—Yes. It cer-

tainly will not be denied that the majority
of the harhour commissioners chosen by the
city of Montreal itself, by the board of
trade and the chamber of commerce, those
who are representative of the city of
Montreal, are opposed to the proposed dis-
position of the money.

Hon. Mr. OGILVIE—That will not he
denied.

Hon. Mr. FORGET—The chambre de
commerce is in favour of it. Its represen-
vative voted for it, and he is not appointed
by the government.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON—I think that I
understand the position, and I am right in
saying that a majority of the harbour com-
missioners chosen by the city of Montreal
from the board of trade or chamber or
commerce favour a different disposition of
this money to that which it is proposed to
make under the terms of this bill. If that
is so, in voting this money, which the city of
Montreal had to pay the interest upon, we
shouldfollow the views of the representatives
of the city of Montreal and not interfere in
the disposition of the money. While I say
that, I hear my friends here say that it will
be the duty of the government to deal with



