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PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
MOTION NO. 107

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, I think you would find unanimous consent of the House
for the withdrawal of Item No. 16 listed on today’s Order Paper
under Private Members’ Business, being the motion of Mr.
Gauthier, now Senator Gauthier, who has left the House.

I think you would find consent to strike it from the order of
precedence.

(Motion agreed to.)
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PETITIONS

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Jim Hart (Okanagan—Similkameen—Merritt, Ref.):
Madam Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36 I rise today to
present a petition from constituents of Okanagan—Similka-
meen—Merritt. To date I have presented 898 signatures to a
petition regarding further legislation on gun control.

There are legitimate reasons for people to own guns, includ-
ing hunting, collecting and target shooting. Some people have
actually distinguished themselves in Canada for their expertise
in this particular area.

The petitioners are asking the Government of Canada to get
tough on criminals and not to get tougher on law-abiding gun
owners. Therefore they oppose any further legislation for fire-
arms acquisition and possession. They call on the government to
provide strict guidelines and mandatory sentencing for the use
or possession of a firearm in the commission of a crime, and I
agree with the petitioners.
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[Translation]

EMPLOYMENT CENTRES

Mr. Nic Leblanc (Longueuil, BQ): Madam Speaker, I have
the honour to table a petition signed by hundreds of residents
from my riding of Longueuil. The petitioners disagree with the
new training standards used by Canada Employment Centres
and ask the Parliament to revise them and make sure they remain
the way they were.

We disagree strongly with the new standards which impose:
an increase in compulsory attendance at training from 24 to 30
hours; a reduction of credits given per training course from 25 to
22 hours; a reduction in the number of days you can miss from
one and a quarter days to one day per five weeks; and the loss of
school or school-related activities which were useful to relieve
boredom and facilitate the adjustment to student and family life.

Routine Proceedings
[English]
VIOLENCE IN THE MEDIA

Mr. Ronald J. Duhamel (St. Boniface, Lib.): Madam Speak-
er, this petition is about unnecessary violence and abuse on
radio, television and in other forms of the media.

These petitioners have great concerns as to the impact on the
Canadian population of abuse and violence in the media. They
request that the CRTC regulate all forms of unnecessary abuse
and violence. Parents point out that often what occurs there is
counterproductive to what they are trying to do in raising their
families. They point out that there have been some advances
made and the CRTC is to be commended for some of the steps it
has taken.

[Translation]

Not only do they want this to go on, they want more progress.
They believe it is necessary for their children.

[English]
DRUG PATENT LEGISLATION

Mr. John Solomon (Regina—Lumsden, NDP): Madam
Speaker, I am pleased to stand in the House today, pursuant to
Standing Order 36, to present a petition on behalf of constituents
from Regina—Lumsden. This petition is signed as well by
people from Saskatoon, Balcarres, Watrous, Esterhazy, Langen-
burg, Churchbridge, Carnduff, Kisbey and Carievale in Sas-
katchewan.

The passage of the drug patent legislation Bill C-91 has
caused undue hardship on the consumers of prescription drugs,
the sick and the elderly. Since this bill was passed the cost of
prescription drugs has increased over 100 per cent, at the rate of
12 per cent per year since 1987. The petitioners are calling upon
the government which in opposition supported the repeal of Bill
C-91 to repeal the drug patent legislation now that it is in
government.

Bill C-91 is creating a great deal of hardship not only on
individual users of prescription drugs, but on health care plans
and governments across the country. Health care plans spend
about 17 per cent of their money on prescription drugs and
hospitals.

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, Question No. 80 will be answered today.

[Text]
Question No. 80—Mr. Williams:



