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Vehicular Seat Beits
tion cf propertv, and the possible loss of the lives of people
in other vehicles.

It has been estimated that the use of proper Seat beits in
trucks and prîvate cars has cut the rate of fatal accidents
by 40 per cent in North Arnerica. In thîs bill I arn seeking
to rnake a change in the safety provisions with respect te
rnotor vehicles, a change which I believe is necessary and
simple to brîng about. No doubt otheî hon. members will
argue that while the equipping of motor vebicles wîtb
safety facîlîties is a federal matter, the use of such facîli-
ties cornes under provincial authorîty. This is quite true,
and it presenits a rîdiculous pîcture.

The federal gevernment. under the terms of the Motor
Vehicle Safety Act passed by the House on March 11. 1970,
bas the power to prescrîbe, bv regulation, the design,
construction and functioning of rnetor vehicles manufac-
tured or imported inte Canada, inciuding seat beits. But
actually the Motor Vehicles Safety Act is net concerned
with the use of moter vc-bicles sincu thîs is preseîîtly
regulated by the provinces. We at the federal level can
require Seat beits to be in metor vebicles, but we cannot
make any provision for their use.

In brîngîng thîs bill forward, Mr. Speaker, 1 arn of
course conversant witb the facts 1 have jusi related. But
wbat 1 arn seekîng bere is not s0 rnucb passage cf the bill
as drafted, but the referral cf its subject matter to an
apprepriate cernrnttee of the House for furtber study, and
bopefully the encouragement of federal-provincial action
in an important and neglected field of Canadian transport
safety.

In conclusion I would like te point out that this proposaI
is non-political in every sense. If the subject matter cf the
bill is allowed te be sent te cornmittee for study and
discussion, ne deubt the committee can impreve on wbat 1
have proposed. Passage cf thîs bill or of sîmîlar legislation
can save lîves in this country. We in thîs House have tbe
power to do that.

Mr. Don Blenharn (Peel South): Mr. Speaker, 1 arn
pleased te sce that an hon. member bas introduced a bill
that is net dissimîlar te a bill introduced in the Ontarie
legislature by the provincial member representîng the
saine riding as 1 represent, designated as Peel South. It is
imperative tbat som-e regulation be împlemented, sonne
direction, sorne concrete steps be taken te indicate the
desired safety requirements that must be înstallkd in
metor vebîcles. However, I arn a bit disturbed about the
forrn of this bill, whicb indicates that tbe Governor in
Councîl should pass reguhations prescribing classes of
beits and se on.

One cf the greatest problems we have ia thîs country is
that pieces of legîslatîon cerne before us wîth sorne gcod
concept and thea tbe bill gees on te say, "the Governor in
Counicil shaîl by regulatien-". Nothing cver bappens,
because in rnany cases the regulations are nover formnulat-
ed. Indeed, if they are, cules are made ot a quasi-crîrnînal
nature wbicb tbe citizen must respect, but these rules or
regulations are neyer brought before the ehected repie-
sentatives cf the country for discussion, comment and
detailed considieration. Th(- anii san( m ay pulled out cf
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the bat by someone off in bis îvory tewer who decîdes that
1w and net tbe elected representatîves cf tbe nation sbouîd
make the ruhes. It is that kind of tbîng I cannot accept.

While it is imperatîve that tbe automobile industry
should be given direction in cennection wîtb safety. it is
also imperatîve that thîs House cf Commons give tbat
direction. It should net be left te the wbirn of sorne
inspecter in seme office somewbere. On thîs partîcular
issue, I should lîke te commend the automobile industry
for the efforts it bas made in past years in cennectien wîtb
the installation of seat belts in private automobiles.
Indeed, 1 fînd teday that one cannot boy an automobile in
whicb tbe belts do net ring or tbe buzzers sound or that
tbe automobile will net start witbeut someene hookîng up
a seat beli. Se, thîs is the situation in which a pnîvate
îndustry, tbe automobile îndustry, realîzîng tbe safety
preblems and crîtîcîsm it bas suffered as a result of bocks
written by Nader and others, bas decided te do sometbing
on its own. 1 arn surprised thîs government bas net given
the automobile îndustry guidehines ccncernîng the kinds
cf tbings merobers of ibis Heuse, represenîîng the people
of Canada, would lîke te see that îndustry de.

Really there bas been netbing. Tbere bave been pîcus
bepes that there be safe automobiles, but really wbat bas
bappened bas been that we bave a captive automobile
îndustry wbîcb imposes on Canadians safety standards
perbaps net even worked eut in Canada, and perhaps not
even those dlesired by Canadians, but rather requirements
whîch cerne to us from across the border. The îndustry in
Canada receives ne direction from tbe governiment con-
cerning the kînds of thîngs we, as Canadians, require for
safety on our bigbways.

Tbe bon. member for Surrey-White Rock (Mr. Mather>
speke of commercial vebîcles. It is bîgb tîme the gevero-
ment of thîs country, wbere commercial truckîng means so
much in the transport cf goods and equipmenî, came
forward wîth regulations, suggestions and an innovatîve
approach to the îndustry te brîng in safety features that
weuld be apprepriate te conditions in Canada.

Mr. Biais: Mr. Speaker-

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel): Order, please.

Mr. Biais: Mr. Speaker, 1 bave a question for the bon.
inember if be wîll allow it.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel): Tbe question, of
course, can be asked enly witb the consent of the bon.
m em ber.

Mr. Blenkarn: If it is a short question. Mr. Speaker,
sînce I bave only a few moments.

Mr. Biais: Mr. Speaker, I would like te kncw if the bon.
rnembeî is for or againsi. this bil?9

Mr. Blenkarn: That îs the kînd cf bright question I
would expect from the other side.

An hion. Memnber: They shouhd fasten theïr seat beits.

Mr. Bierîkarn: That is rîgbt,' tbey sbculd fasten their
seat belts because that is what tbey wîhl need wben they
are fired eut of bere.
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