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imperialism began, during which the greater
part of Asia was dominated by some countries
of Europe. In the long perspective of history
this was a brief period, and already we are
seeing the end of it. The imperialism which
was at its height during the last century and
a half has largely faded away and lingers in
only a few countries today. There can be
little doubt that it will end in these remain-
ing countries also, and the sooner it ends,
the better for the peace and security of the
world.

Asia, the mother of continents and the
cradle of history's major civilization, is
renascent today. The dawn of its newly
acquired freedom is turbulent, because during
these past two centuries its growth was
arrested, frustration was widespread, and
new forces grew up. These forces were
essentially nationalist, seeking political free-
dom; but behind them was the vital urge
to better the economic condition of the
masses of the people. Where nationalism was
thwarted there was conflict, as there is conflict
today where it is being thwarted, for example
in southeast Asia. To regard the present
unsettled state of southeast Asia as a result
of or as part of an ideological conflict would
be a dangerous error. The troubles and
discontents of this part of the world, and
indeed of the greater part of Asia, are the
result of obstructed freedom and dire poverty.
The remedy is to accelerate the advent of
freedom and to remove want. If this is
achieved, Asia will become a powerful factor
in stability and peace. The philosophy of
Asia has been and is a philosophy of peace.

There is another facet of this Asian situation
to which reference must be made. The so-
called revolt of Asia is a striving of the
legitimate pride of ancient peoples against
the arrogance of certain western nations.
Racial discrimination is still in evidence in
some countries, and there is still not enough
realization of the importance of Asia in the
councils of the world.

India's championship of freedom and racial
equality in Asia, as well as in Africa, is a
natural urge of the facts of geography and
history. India desires no leadership or
dominion or authority over any other coun-
try. But we are compelled by circumstances
to play our part in Asia and in the world,
because we are convinced that unless these
basic problems of Asia are solved, there can
be no world peace. Canada, with her tradi-
tions of democracy, her sense of justice and
her love of fair play, should understand our
purpose and our motives, and should use her
growing wealth and power to extend the

horizons of freedom, to promote order and
liberty, to remove want, and thus to ensure
lasting peace.

India is an old nation, and yet today she
has in her something of the spirit and
dynamic quality of youth. Some of the vital
impulses which gave strength to India in past
ages inspire us still, and at the same time
we have learned much from the west in social
and political values, in science and tech-
nology. We have still much to learn and
much to do, especially in the application of
science to problems of social well-being. We
have gained political freedom, and the urgent
task before us today is to improve rapidly
the economic conditions of our people, and
to fight relentlessly against poverty and
social ills. We are determined to apply our-
selves to these problems and to achieve
success. We have the will and the natural
resources and the human material to do so,
and our immediate task is to harness them
for human betterment. For this purpose it is
essential for us to have a period of peaceful
development and co-operation with other
nations.

The peace of one country cannot be assured
unless there is peace elsewhere. In this nar-
row and contracting world, war and peace
and freedom are becoming indivisible. There-
fore it is not enough for any one country to
secure peace within its own borders; it is
necessary also that it should endeavour to its
utmost capacity to help in the maintenance
of peace all over the world.

The world today is full of tension and con-
flict. Behind this tension lies an ever-growing
fear, which is the parent of many ills. There
are also economic causes which can only be
remedied by economic means. There can be
no security or real peace if vast numbers of
people in various parts of the world live in
poverty and misery. Nor indeed can there be
a balanced economy for the world as a whole
if the undeveloped parts continue to upset
that balance and to drag down even the more
prosperous nations. Both for economic and
for political reasons, therefore, it has become
essential to develop these undeveloped regions
and to raise the standards of the people there.
Technical advance and industrialization of
these regions will not mean any injury to
those countries which are already highly
industrialized. International trade grows as
more and more countries produce more goods
and supply the wants of mankind. Our indus-
trialization has a predominantly social aim,
to meet the pressing wants of the great
majority of our own people.

This age we live in has been called the
atomic age. Vast new sources of energy are


