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FIRST SESSION-EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT

The seventeenth parliament having been prorogued on the fifth day of
July, 1935, and dissolved by proclamation on the fifteenth day of August, 1935,
and writs having been issued and returned, a new parliament was summoned to
meet for the dispatch of business on
accordingly meet on that day.

Thursday, February 6, 1936

This being the day on which parliament is
convoked by proclamation of the Governor
General for the dispatch of business, and the
menibers of th.e house being assembled:

Arthur Beauchesne, Esquire, C.M.G., M-A.,
K.C., F.R.S.C., the Clerk of the House, read to
the bouse a letter fromn the 0-overner General's
secrotary informing him that the Right lion-
ourable Sir Lyman P. Duif, Chief Justice of
Canada, in bis capacity as De«puty Governor
General, would proceed to the Senate chamber
on Tbursday, the 6th of February, at 12 noon,
to open the session.

A message was delivered by Major A. R.
Thompson, Gentleman Usher of the Black
Red, as follows:-
Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

bis Honour, the Deputy of bis Excellency
the Governor General, desires the immediate
attendance of this bonourable house in the
chamber of the honourable the Senate.

Accordingly the bouse wen.t up to the
Sersate chamber, when the Speaker of the
Senate said:
Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate:

Gentlemen of the bouse of Gommons:
I have it in command to let you know that

His Excellency the Governor General does not
see fit to declare .the causes of bis gummon-ing
the present Parliament of *Canada, until the
Speaker of the blouse of Commons shall have
been cho.sen according to law; but this after-
noon, at the hour of three o'clock in the after-
noon, His Excellency will declare the causes of
calling this parliament.

And the members being returned to the
Commons chamber:

ELECTION 0F SPEAKER

Right bon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister): Mr. Beaucbesne, the tbought
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Thursday, February 6, 1936, and did

which is uppermost in the mindd of all hou.
members as we meet at the beginning of this
first session of tbe new parliament is, I arn
sure, the great loss wbicb our country, in
common with ail the countries of the British
Empire and indeed of the world, bas sus-
tained in tbe death of our greatly beloved
Sovereign, King George V.

It would be our wisb, at the oarliest pos-
sible momen t, to convey to bis Majesty King
Edward VIII, to ber Majesty Queen Mary,
and to the members of the Royal Family, an
expression of the deep sympathy of the
blouse of Gommons in their sorrow and be-
reavement and, also, to express to King
Edward our loyalty and devotion. I have to
remind hon. members, bowever, that the bouse
of Gommons bas nlot a voice wherewith to
communicate in these matters except througb
the Speaker of the house. The Speaker is
the channel of communication between the
commons and the crown. As yet, we bave
not selected a Speaker of the commons.

There is another duty of which I have also
to remind hon. members, and it is that before
entering upon any other proceedings we
sbould hear from His Excellency tbe Gover-
nor General tbe reasons wby His Excellency
bas summoned hon. members to meet him in
parliament. We have just been reminded in
another chamber that His Excellency does not
see fit to disclose the reasons which have
caused him to brîng us together until the
bouse of Gommons bas elected its Speaker
in accordante with law.

When these two duties have been per-
formed, I tbink it will be more than appro-
priate, and I know it will ha the wish of ail,
that we then proceed immediately to pass an
address to His Mai esty the King and a
message of condolence to Her Majesty Queen
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