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Two contrary laws seem ta be wrestling with
each other nowadays; the one, a law of blood
and of death, ever imagining new mieans of
destruction, and forcing nations ta be constantly
ready for the battlefield, the other, a Ian' of
peace, work and health, ever evolving new

masfor deliveinhg man from the scourges
whieh beset him. The one seeks violent con-
quests, the ather the relief of humnanity. The
latter places one human life above any victory;
while the former would sacrifice huadreds of
thousands of lives ta the ambition of one.
Whielh of these twa laws shaîl ultimately prevail
God alone knows.

Now that is a statement of actual truth
neyer more clearly demonstrated than in aur
own day. It is a truth we witnessed at the
tîme of the great war, that we are witnessing
again ta a degree that no one bitherto could
have dreamed of. We see in the world farces
that are working for destruction and for
death. We see forces that are working for
peace, health and work. What I want ta say
to my hon. friends who seemi ta dlaim a
monopoly of belonging ta those forces that
are working for pence, health and work is
this, that you cannot go on with that work
unless you proteet yourself fromn the other
forces. That is samething ta be kept in
mind. When some of us ta proteet ourselves
and our country against the forces of blood
and of death ask parliament ta vote money
for purposes of defence, that we may continue
to further the law of pence and work and
health we are told that we are preparing for
and promoting war. We are doing nothing of
the kind. We are trying ta make the national
position secure ta enable the law of peace,
work and health ta prevail and pragress. This
we helieve is only possible as we keep at
bey those forces that are makîng for death
and destruction. No one can deny that there
is coming aver the face of Europe, if not of
other parts of the world as well, something
in the nature of an eligniment of forces which
are wrestling with eachi other, for-ces whicli
do not confine themselves ta any one coun-
try and which. are operating in ways that
are exceedingly dangerous. Ail that is cheng-
ing the situation from what it was a few years
ago with respect to the need of defence in
different countries.

But more than thiat. We have at the
present time and have biad since July of last.
year a great civil war waging in Spain, one
of the great countries of Europe. We have
seýen how difficult it is for other nations ta
keep tbheir ýown nationals mit of that war.
That is some't.hing to be considered and ta be
reckýoned with. The feet that in these many
months we have seen comiag fromn aIl parts
of Europe mea who are prepared ta thirow
their lives into that ghiastly furnace, fighting
on one side or the other makes pretty cleear
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what we may expect if warr ever gets beyond
the botundaries of ýthat country to a greater
Pxtent than it lias at the present timie. It has
reqiiired al] the ingenuity and skill that thle
statesmen of Britain and other countries in
Europe could command -ta confine tihat conflict
within the boundaries of that single unfor-
tunate couintry. Who will .say that tho&e of
us who are sitting here mýay flot before Che
end of this present parliament witness some
terrible expansion of that confiet. unless it

itotally ended within that period of tinie.
If the conflict spreads. if a confliet of thaýt

~h.atrbecomes international, is it likely
bhat any part of thie woýrld is going ta escape
its terrors? Facing such a possibility. not to
speak of others scarcely lesýs evident, can a
government which has the responsibility of
lauking affer the defence of its own country,
ignore altogether wha-t izz nece.ssarv for the
protection of its oats its harbours, its great
cities, its people wherever t hey are, in con-
tingencies that may arise.

These are things which the present admin-
istration have had ta consider. The situa-
tion would be appalling and hopeless if there
were flot other factors which help greatly ta
relieve it. It would not be fair to leave the
house or the country with the impression that
the existing situation menacing as it may be
is one that cannot be met. It is a condition
that has been continuoius miore or îess for the
past five or six years. Europe has been in a
very unsettled state. But some way or an-
other. by the working together of men of good
will, the nations have been able ta maintain
peace ta a very considerable extent, and we
hope and pray that they may be able ta con-
tinue so ta do. And there are many reasons
ta believe that perhaps they will. I do flot
suppose that Germany wants to go ta war, I
do not suppose she is ready ta go ta war at
the present time. I imagine Italy has had
enough of war for a while. I imagine Russia
knows what it would mean ta have ta carry on
a war in any country other than ber own.
Sa fer as Japan is concerned there is evidence
that the power of the people there who desire
peace is very strong. We know whatever the
ambitions of their rulers may be that through-
out the world the peoples as a. whole are
anxious ta preserve peace. On the whole
there has been some improvement, a less tense
strain in the international situation, a balane-
iag of forces, a growing recognition on the part
of every government of the uncertainties of
success and the penalties of failure, a growing
readiness tao ta seek ta remove the causes of
conflict, the sources of friction and to realize
that in the end war settles nothing even for
the victor. But one thing is certain, and that


