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The Address-Mr. Armstrong (Lamb ton)

Ontario is paying 43 per cent of that and of
the expenses ci run.ning this country. Now
our goad Progressive friends say: We are going
to hold up this government and compel them
to build the Hudson Bay railway.

Same hon. MEMBERS: Hear<*hear.

Mr. ARMSTRONG (Làambton): "Hear,
hear," they say.

An hon. MEMBER: They wiIl neyer get
't.

Mr. ARMSTRONG (Lambton): What
does that mean under pres-.nt conditions when
the people of Canada are demanding economy
ail along the line? At this very time we
find these gentlemen dem-anding efipenditures
to the extent od at least S50,00,000. Recause
what is the gond df completing the Hudson
Bay railway unless you also build terminais,
docks and piers and put dredges there to
dredge the harbour every year; uni ess you
huild special boats ta take the western grain
out through the straits ta the markets of the
world; and unless you build enarmaus eleva-
tors ta store the grain for one year?

Mr. SPENCER: Dos nat the sarne argu-
mnent apply ta the Welland canal?

Mr. ARMSTRONG (Lambton): No, no
such argument couid possibly apply to the
Welland canal. What about the expenditure
an that canal? What is it be-ing deepened
and widened for? In order that the larger
boats which bring down the pioducts of the
western farnis can proceed inta lake Ontario
and save 'the western farmers fraim 3 ta 5
cents a bushel. Those were the arguments
placed before the governinent prior ta their
undertaking that expenditure.

Mr. SPENCER: Who by?

MT. ARMSTRONG (Lanibton): By the
western fanmera. The strongest kind of
arguments ýthat oould. be brought ta bear in
support cdf the deepening and widening, of the
Welland ship canal came practically solely
f rom the western farmeirs.

Mi'. SPENCER: What farinera?

Mi'. ARMSTRONG (Lambton):- Gaiod
farmers, live fariners, men who srealized that
unless they could get their products ta the
markets oif the world at the lowest passible
cost they vould nôt ooinpete successfully with
their rivals.

Mn. EVANS: Cain the honourable gentle-
man name aone farmens' oi'gantization. in the
west. that ever asked for the Welland ship
canal?

,Mr. ARMSTRONG (Lambton): The
Minister oft Railw.ays--

Mn. EVANS: You cannait do it.

Mr. ARMSTRONG (Lanibton): I say ta
the hon, gentleman that there is no doubt
whatever in my mind on -the point. I had
the pri'vilege of being chairman of the railway
cornrniýttee of this House for five years
previous ta 1921, and I know sornet'hing about
what was god-ng on in the department od the
Minister cf Railways, and I arn positive if the
position I amn taking in this regard.

Mr. McLEAN (Melfaint): May I ask the
hon, gentleman id he approves of the expend-
itures an the Hudson Bay raiilway made by
the govennment which he supponted; and if
he approves of the policy aif bis leader for the
completion of the Hudson Bay nailway under
certain conditions?

Mr. ARMSTRONG (Lambton): The hon.
gentleman knows quite well that the gavern-
ment went forward with that nailway at a

tume when money was plentiful.

Some ýhon. MEMRERS: It was during the
war.

,Mr. ARMSTRO'NG (Lanibton): They did
ail they possi*bly could in the construction of
the railway at that tirne and my leader says
he is prepared to proceed with it, but we do
not say that we would go on under present
conditions and huild terminals, docks and
wharves, and that we would provïde boats and
put up elevators and do ail the other V/hings
necessary ta carry the grain immirediateiy.
Hon, gentlemen would flot support a propo-
sition of that kind under the present financial
conditions of the country.

'Mr. -MoLEAN (Melfart): .My question was
whether the hon. meinher approved of that
expenditure and of the further expenditure
that would be invoived.

MT. ARMSTRýONG (Lambton): 1 cannat
prevent the hon memben intenrupting me, but
I arn anxious to proceed with my remarks.

Now, there are other industries in which
the people of my oonstituency are interested
and ta which I wish ta refer. I have the
honoun ta represent a riding that comprises
eighteen municipalities. It is a purely rural
riding and 1 am proud of it, and 1 want ta
tell the Bouse that the people whom 1 rep-
nesent are pratectianists. They believe ýfinmly
in the necessity for a prateetive tariRf in this
country and 1 wiUl give you saine oft the rea-
sons for that belief. In the northern part
of the constituency there are tens of thous-
ands of acres of the choicest fruit lands that


