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land. We do not know at what houx it may
become the most perilous of* occu.pations.
My inforrmtion f roïn the departmeuit is that
the service ha.s certanly net been fIres frexn
paril.

Mr. A. K. MACOLEA'N: The mine sweepers
in Halifax harbouir work only two heurs a
day, and their occupation cannet be de-
s-crihed as dangerous.

Mr. MEIGHEN: I do net know mucli
about It myself, b'ut I made .inqruiries ini the
departme«it, .an>d I have given the, informa-
tion I got.

There were several Qtbher inquiries I pro-
inised to answer to-day. First of al, I will
take, the ineaning of the word "demeb1iliza-
tion:" I have hîad the followiing meemeran-
dum prepared:

The ineaning of the word 11dernobilization- la
flot given or referred to In any of the legal
authorities whioh I have been able to consuit,
with the exception of a definition given In
13 Oye, where it la said that It means "in mili-
tary law, the dismissal 0f an army or body of
troo4Js from active service." He refera to
Ra.palje and L. L. Diot. as hIs authority for
this definltion.

In the Centur*, Dlctlonary the meaning gîven
to It aoznewhat accords wlth this definition. The
rneaning there gîven le "the act of dIsbandin'g
troops; the reduction of mllitary armamente
to a peace footing; the condition of being
demoblized, and flot lhable te b. moved on
service."

It seems; te me that this ail taken together
is judst what every one lias undereto-od by de-
mobilization-the releaae from. inilitary
obligations-and the moment our overseas
soldiers are released. from the obligation they
aesumed as such in our expeditionary
forcesý, at that moment demobilization lias
taken place.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER: The Bill says,
"compl-ete demnobilization," that is, the ces-
sation of operations, or the withdrawal of
the treops from practical operations. 0f
course yeu miglit withdraw one corps after
another.

Mr. MEIGHEN: My own opinion is it
would be just the same. I do not know how
we could word it te meet that difficulty. I
presumne it would ho possible te keep ten
men mo'bilized.

Sir WILFRIDj LAURIER: But, it is a
feature of all legislation that even an ordin-
ary expression is defined. I h-ad hoped niy
hon.. friend would have given the definition
of the words "complete demobilization."

Mr. MEIGHEN: Without -an interpreta-
tien at ail, the meaning would be just the
meaning we would givie by an interpreta-

tien, namely, tht, release of the members cf
the overseas forces from their obligations
as sucb. That ie just the effect of it as it is.

Mr. MARCIL: Is it net a tact that these
nien are ail' engaged for the period cf the
war, or until six months after the war?

Mr. MEIGHEN: My information is, that
that is the condition of the voluntary en-
listment.

Mr. MARCIL: Wiil yen keep those men
six menthe aftêr the war?

Mr. MEIGHEN: Personally, I do net see
how they ean, get home within six menthe.
Steps may have te be taken te keep them
on the force until we can bring themn home.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER: We may under-
stand then that complete demobiiaation
meane the release of ail the troope from
active service, whether they are in Europe
oir whether they have returned.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Y-es. Release trom their
obligations as inenber8 of the expeditionary
force. 0f course we would net release them
overseas.

The next question was as te whether this
Act would be applicable te by-elections. I
have ieoked inito tlje matter very carefully,
and in -my opinion if a by-electien should
become necessary while this Af t is in
operation, that is, before demobîhization,
this Act is applicable, and should be ap-
plicable. It is true the Military Vo'ters'
Act i. mot applicable. They wonid net have
a vote in any by-election, but it is much
better that this Act ehouid be in effect
rather than that the old Act ahonld be in
effect. As a matter cf tact, the old Fran-
chise Act would ecarcely apply at ail in
saine provinces. Referpnce te sectiene 52,
214 and 218 of the Act as it will be when
this Act le passed, will show this Act is
ciearly applicable. Section 52 of the Act
as it stands reads:

52. E]xcept as provided ln thie part, It shal
not be necessary to prepare new 'votera' isata
f or the purpose of any election to be held under
thîs Act, when there bas been lu the sald
electoral district a prevleus election, the votera'
liste prepared for whIch are of record in the
office of the Cierk of, the Crown lu Chancery.
and there 15 an Intervai of lems than twelve
nionths between the dates of the writs for the
twd electiene.

Se that, fer -any eleotion held within oile
year the voters' lista prepared iinder this
Act and in the possession of the Clerk cf
the Crown in Chancery would be the liste.
Section 214 says:


