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report which 1 now wish o briag before you had not then
been sbmitied, aud it is confirmatory of {his, showing that
thore must be negligence and incapaoity on the part of the
afficials in the North-West. I desire, in as brief a manner
a5: paseible, 1o show how the Indiana were dealt with. The
first: thing ghat; I will refer to is & report of Lieutenant
Colomel Irvine, dated Fort Walsh, 23rd September, 1882 :

¢ Sm,~I have the hanor t0 enelose herawith oopy of a tele
gram this

day. sent to the Department. The messages fro’m the Indians, as

arda their anuuity and reservations, I promised to send to you and
the Department’s reply thereto the [ndians now await. I bavs also to
inform yeu that on my return from Qu’Appelle, I found some 3,000
Indians hore. They are-all in & starring and wretched condition for
waat of clothing. These Indians say that this is their country and they
intend to remain here. They ask that they receive aid by the issue of
gz:viliem Will you be g::d enough to impart to me in the form of

{ractiens what yoor wishes are ? In the presant starving condition
ofthe.Indisns, I fear, ifno food is gwen them, that tey may hereafter
cqammit depredations, which will bring them in collisian with the force.
Of conrse, in case of any depredations the offenders must and will be
srrested and punished. It is always possible that such punishment
might be accompsuied with bloodshed. The actual power of the [ndians
now here, in view of fatore hostility, is certainly not great, but, ag it is
superfluous to point out to you, an outbresk of any kind would be dis-
astrous and ereate universal alarm throughout the country. As you
will observe from my telegeam, the supplis: of yoar Department will not
bl:st mmed than ﬂlxree Iw;t;ka, even fci}- il;nt tinae the issues will have to

made sparingly. 8t you wi enough to reply to this
by retum of mail.” y goo ¢ Py
Then we find another letter from the same place, Fort
Waleh, of the 2nd October, from another party :

¢ 81n,—1 bave the honor to enclose herewith a statement showing the
amouut of provisions in store here on the 30th September, just past.
These igsues have not been made on my own respousibility, but by
orders I have received from the officers commanding the post and of
Lieutenant Colonel A. G. Irvine, Commissioner of Police. No regular
issue of rations has been made, the amount of provisions issued being
very barely sufficient to sustain life. There are at present 300 lodges of
Indisns camped fhere, these lodges average eight souls, making 8
total of ahont 2,000 souls. They are in an ulter state of destitution,
and are merely existing in a semi-starving state. You will perceive
that were regular issues to be made to those Indians, the supply on
hand of flenr wou'd last about to the end of the present month, and that
of meat about twenty days.

‘] have, &¢., &

C
(Signed) «'FRANK NORMAN.”

That is from & second person discussing the same. Then on
9th October the following telegram is sent from Fort Walsh
to the Hon. E. Dewdney by Mr, Fred. White:—

¢ Over 200 Indians here almost naked and verged on starvation’
Weather cold and snow now on ground. Have been among them for (wo
days. Am satisfied many will perish unless early assistance rendered.
Pleage instruct agent McDonnell to come here at once to make payments.
{ will arvange to have money here in readiness.

& 3
(Bigued) “ FRED. WHITE.”

Now, here are reporis with reference to the starving condi-
tion of these Indians from three different Government
officers, one dated 23rd September, one 2nd October, a more

rossing one 19th October. Thut letter of 23rd September, of
Eu‘entenant Colonel Irvine, asks particularly that there
sheuld be answer at once, pointing out the dangers of hoati-
lity from the Indians on account of insufficiency of food,
That was not answered by Mr. Dewdney until the 27th
October. Over a month elapsed before any attention was
paid to that. I do not fiad after he had answered it that
anything was done to farnish supplies to these Indians.
Qn the lst February we find a despatch from Fort Walsh
aa follows : —

T have the honor to enclose s memorsundum [ am in receipt of from
Surgeon Robert Miller at this place, with reference to the condition of
mm"mu

| bave informed Sar, Miller that it is not in my power to incresse
quantity of food to the Indiang, a8 my instructions from the Indian com-
misgioner are to keep the Indiana at Fort Walsh on starvation allow-
anes. :
4 1 have the honor to be, Bir,
“ Your obedient servan
(Signed) “ FRANK NORNAN."”

Now, we have not got that letter of Surgeon Robert Mil-
ler, but it must have stated that that which was immineat

" ———
to the Indians five months before was upon them now, and

it was undoubtedly a strong letter, so strong that Frank
Norman thinks it necessary to report to the commissioner
that he had not power to listen to the roquest of the sur-
geon. N ow, on 25th Kebruary, as near as [ can make out,
the first aotion was taken by the commissionner in refer.
ence to the relief of the Indians. His telegram is dated
from Ottaws, 26th February—the commissioner is at
Q:tawa. There is a pressing telogram to the commis.
sioner from Robert Miller, dated 1st February, and it is
twenty-five days after that before the commissioner gives
any instruotions at all, and the reason is apparent—instead
of being there atthe post of daty, he is here in Oitawa,
what does he say ?

“ Youra 1t February received ; increase ration supply slightly; pus
chase 200 pounds tea, fitty poun’dl tobacco and diattib’nte jud{c‘o‘\)ﬂb
and where most needed."’
That was to be distributed amongst 2,000 Indians. Now,
Sir, I think that reveals clearly a state of carelessness anti
of negligence on the part of the commissioner that deserves
some explanation. Lieutenant Colonel Irvine says Lh;y are
starving, that the peace of the country is in danger ; Frank
Norman reports the same thing a few dag; after, and still
a stronger telegram comes from Fred. White two weeks
after that; and although all these despatches were received
in September and Qoctober, we find no action is taken until
February. Mr. Dewdney seems to give as his reason that
these Indians ought not to be at Fort Walsh, and the polioy
was adopted of driving them away and throwing the re-
sponsibility upon Colonel Irvine if hostilities did break out.

ow, I come to the year 1884, and [ am dealing with the
Indians on their reserves, On Tth Febrnarz we have &
report by the Government medical officer, with refarence to
Piapot's and the Assiniboine reserves, on which the Indians
are living. This medical officer reports a great deal of
disease among them. I have not time to read it all, but
among other things he enumeorates :

‘“ And starvation, if the Iast can be recorded as a disease. I find that
in the last three months, thirteen deaths have taken place in each
regerve, in all twenty-six, a very heavy death rate, and from all I can
gather, death has been accelerated, if not immediately caused by the
scant supply of food served out to these Indians. At the present time,
this condition of starvation is more evident among the Assinibolnes, as
the Orees have lately obtained supplies by cutting wool. I saw several
children in the Agsiniboine camp worn and wasted, snd unlcss properly
fed, must die in & few days The old medicine man asked me if I conld
give him some medicine to have by him, that would be helpful when the
Indisns fainted, as from their acanty and insufficient rations, & number
of them suffer in that way. [t may not come within my province to
report this condition of starvation, but I am well satisfied that if they
were sufficiently fed, there would be less tendency to illness among
them. I may also add, that from the way they have been allowed to

starve, a firm determination was expressed by both Piapot and Jack,
that as soon as they could travel they would forsake the reserve and go

west again.”

Now, [ say if there be any justification for keeping the
Indians on starvation allowance at Fort Walsh, because the
Government did not want them there, it cannot be applied
to this band located on their reserve; bat they are in such
a slate that they threaten, as soon as they can travel, to go
where they can find some food. 8ir, there must be feglings
in the breast of the red man when he gazes upon these chil-
dren, as described by the medical oficer, worn and wgsted
with starvation, and then compelled to remain on their
reserves; and I can readily nnderstand that there would be
a feeling of great uneasiness among thom when the poor
old medicine man has to ask : Have iyon anything by you
that will strengthen men wha faint for the simple necessa-
ries of life? The medical officer of the Government says
that it may not be in his line, perhaps, to report this, buf
he considers that it is essential for the keeping of the
Indians on their reserve, and in the public interest that he
should report it. Then, some few days after that, a letter
to the superintendent follows; and it must be said, with
reference to the deputy of the hon, gentlemaa, that when



