
COMMONS DEBATES.
which cause loss of life or injury to the person shall be
treated as part of the working expenses; so that the whole
vote taken for the working expenses of the railways will
be properly chargeable for any amount the Government
decide should be fairly paid to any person who is entitled to
compensation, on an equitable view of the question as these
accidents occur. They will refer to the past as well as the
present, and it will be my duty to consider these cases at an
early day.

Mr. BLAKE. Thon the vote for the current year will be
available for compensation for accidents which occurred in
prior years ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I may ask the indulgence of
the House-without re-opening the discussion on the subject
to be allowed to read part of a letter f rom Mr. McNab, dated
llth June, 1879. Doos the hon. gentleman remember when
the accident occurred ?

Mr. DAVIES. Not exactly, but I think it was the 10th
of August, 1880.

Sir CH ARLES TUPPER. Mr. McNab wrote, on the
11th of June, 1879, as follows:-

" I am happy to be able to report satisfactory progress in regard
to railway matters, and I only wonder that the duties of superintendent
and en gineer were not long ago combiued, as one officer eau so readily
discharge them,"

So that the Government had no apprebension that the writer
was being overworked at that time.

Mr. BLAKE. I wish to say one word on this subject that
I intended to bave said on a former occasion, and that is,
that a strong impression was left on my wind by sonie lot-
ters or papers which were submitted in the Publie Accounts
Committee with reference to the superannuation of .iM. Mu-
Nab, that there was a letter from that gentleman, written
in view of a leave of absence in which he stated as a ground
-I cannot give the phrase-but something to the effect that
over-work, and extreme anxiety, occasioned by the arduous
character of his duties, was the ground on which ho made
this request. Thelimpression was left that the extreme
nervous prostration was due to over-work.

S r CHARLES TUPPER. The hon. gentlemen is rigbt.
Thai did appear, but at the pai ticular time in qiestion thits
letter was the only information I had. I had no informa-
tion at variance with this statement down to that period.
Afterwards there is no doubt that Mr. McNab was com-
pletely broken down, and came to be in the state of extreme
nervous prostration which disqualified him for this work.

On Resolution 287,
To provide for extra services and expenses in con-

nectien with the Act grautiug bounties to filihor-
men........... . ... .......... .. -$3,SOO.O

Mr. PAINT. In giving bounties to fishermen to encour-
age them in the prosecution of their calling, iL is unuderstood
that we should afford them protection. I have been re.
quested to bring a matter before this House. The papers
should have reached me earier, in February, but they have
only come to hand within a few days. If it is any dis-
courtesy to the Ministry to bring it forward in this man-
ner, I beg their pardon, but I wish to get the matter before
the public. It presents itself in the shape of an outrage
committed on Dominion fishermen by Newioundland fisher-
men ; and to introduce the matter intelligently, I shall read
from the document that has been placed in my hands:

9 That your memoralist resides at Port Mulgrave, in the County of
Guysborough, in the Province of Nova Sceotia, and there carries on a
large business of catching and curing fish

lThat your memeraliat is owner of tno schooner Sea Flower, of one
hundred and thirteen tons, and last summer fitted her out for a fishing
ioyage to the babrador Coast, for the purpose of catching and curing

nerring.
"Tht said sochooner waa fully equipe for sid voy age and bad a

eew of fourteen hauds all told, undor h command of 0 aptain Edmund

Pureell, of Port Mulgrave, aforosaid, and was supplied with salt and
barrels aufficient for curin; a complote cargo.

IlThat said schiooner lef: on said voyage on the aixth day cf Augruat
.D. 1882, aud arived at zes Barbour, onu the oast of Labrador,

about the twentieth day of that month.
" That said Sizes Harbour is on that part of the Couat of Labrador

over which the Government of the Colony of Newfoundland hau, a your
memorialist is informed and believes, territorial jurisdiction and control
and over which the said Government exercises the right and power o
exacting and collecting Customs and other duties.

" That when said schooner arrived at said harbour there were a large
number of vessels thor. hailing from St. Johns, Harbour Grace, Car-
bonear, Catilina, Spaniards Bay and other places in said Isladd of New-
foundland, and were manned by a large number of seamen belonging to
those places.

" That on Friday, the twenty-fifth day of the said month of August,
the crew of said schooner rua out their seine one hundred and ton
fathoms long, and enclosed therein in said harbour at least three thou-
sand barrels of herring and had them secured in the said seine already
to dip out and remove to said schooner, when a large number of men
sud boats from said vessels came, and notwithstanding the reistance of
the crew of said schooner Sea Flower, with force sud violence drovo the
said crew away and dipped out and carried away the said herring and
deprived yourmenmoralist thereof.

That the said crew again on Monday, the twenty-eighta day of said
month, hove said seine and enclosed and had secured at least five hun-
dred barrels of herring, and were again by said men from said vousels in
the spne manner deprived thereof.

" That on Wednesday, the thirtieth day of said month, your mem-
orialist's crew again hove said seine and enclosed at least five hundred
barrels of herring, and the captain of said schooner seeing the same men
coming again to deDrive hirun of said fish, and they having in their
wantonness before much injured and destroyed said seine, the said
captain, in order to save the said seine from total destruction, was com-
pelled to take the sane up and allow ail the fisb taken to escape.

" That said schooner could have brought home twelve hundred barrels
of lah, and the captain had means on board thereof wheroby he could
have cured a much larger number and could have freighted them home,
and ho could have sold what fish he did not need in their fresh state to
parties in said harbour for at least one dollar and fifty cents per barrel.
Tbat said captain with said crew thereafter only secured three hundred
barrels of fish and had to return with on y that amount.

" That by said depredations of said inhabitants of the Colony of New-
foundland, your memorialisthas suffered great loss and injury, and your
memorialist is advised and believes that these parties have been carrying
on these depredations for several years, causing great lous and injury to
other inhabitants of said Province of Nova Scotia.

" Your memorialist therefore humbly prays that such proceedings may
be taken on behalf of the authorities of the Dominion of Oanda as wilt
prevent a recurrence of these depredations upon and injuries to the
inhabitants of said Dominion of 0anada, and that such relief may be
accorded your memorialist as the nature and circumstances of the case
my warrant.

"And as in duty bound, your memorialist will ever pray, kc."

In this matter the lives of those on board were threatened
and their property was wrested from them by force. The
document I have just read sets forth the grievance. This
Mr. Purcell bas been engaged in the prosecution of fisheries
for forty years, and does a large part of his business in the
county of Richmond, which I have the honor to represent.
It may ho doubted by some whether there is a necessity
for the services of the Government steamer La Canadienne,
under the able direction of Commander Wakeham. I am
able personally to testify to ber value, in rendering protec-
tion to the fishermen, their vessels, and wrecks in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, the Straits of Belle Isle and the
shores of Labrador. There are a number of other im-
portant papers in connection with this case, and I trust
the Government of the Dominion will see to the protection
of its subjects, and prevent such outrages being perpetra-
ted on our fishermen. The loiss in connection with this
affair is estimated at $10,000, and I may add that such
transactions as this tend te destroy and prevent Inter.
provincial Trade. I should ho inclined to recommend the
following course in this matter: that satisfaction be first
obtained and explanation given afterwards. The Ameri-
cans are very sensitive on matters such as these, and are
very jealous and vigilant in the protection of their citizens.
To duclare yourself an American, it is well known, is to
ensure your protection, and from the very first, from the
declaration ot Independence, the consuls and the Navy of
the United States took good care to protect and preaerve
their subjects wherever found, and they do su to this day.
They usually act without consulting Wasington, and are
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