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nothing had been done for New Bruns-
wick, and he believed the real reason
why the work was delayed was that
which he had mentioned.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said he
rose to answer the question regarding
the excessive amount of the collections
at St. John. IIe thought that amount
would spread over one and a balf or
two years, or perhaps longer, before
the increase would be made up. Upto
the present time, so far as any neglect
of duty was concerned, he did not
think any blame was attachable cither
to the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
or himself. The work had been done
as fast as possible, and as there was no
want of labour in St. John—every-
body being able to obtain employment
—there was no ground for complaint
in that respect. Of course, he
should like to see the buildings gone
on with, and as the foundations had
now been Iaid, no time would be lost
when the plans were received. He was
satisficd there had been no dereliction
of duty on the part of the Government.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD =raid
it had beenstated by the hon. the First
Minister that the delay of the work
would be more likely to operate against
the Government than its speedy pro-
secution,  Now, at his last election
at  Kingston, it was suddenly dis-
covered that there was an immodiate
necessity to pull down the Market Bat-
tery, situated about tweaty yards from
where the election was taking place.
The workingmen of Kingston were
told that they could get work ; they
were at once marched off and were
soon engaged in pulling down the
Marlcet Battory and ropairing the Fort,
which it had been found at that parti-
cular moment requisite to do. True it
was that, soon aftor the olection was
over, the zeal and interest taken in tho
work waxed very thin indoed, and he
had no doubt that, just as that work
was undertaken in Kingston for the
burpose of defeating iim, so the

onservative candidate for tho city
of St. John would find that the
Government work there would be pro-
‘ceeded with, and that workingmen—
212)1:3(51185 carpalnters and bricklayers—
< ave plen sloy
oction s g). ty of employment, at
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Mr. MACKENZIE: That is very
small.

Mr. TUPPER said the House
would hardly agree with the hon. the
Minister of Customs that any portion
of the increased revenue should be
deducted in consequence of the ratio
of increaszo iu other towns and cities.
Every person must, hethought, arrive
at the conclusion that a great calamity
like the fire at St. John would, while
rondering necessary the importation
of a large amount of goods to supply
the necessities of the case, impair the
ability of the importers. Great loss
would be suffered by the trading com-
munity of St. John and those who
purchased goods—so great, indeed,
would be the loss that any natural in-
crease would be prevented. On the
coutrary, nothing like the same amount
of natural importation could be looked
for, and he held that all the increase
must be attributed to the great calamity
which overtook that city. Throughout
the country the sympathy for the suffer-
ers was universal, and the only failing
was the inability of the Government to
meet the exigencies of the occasion.
The very fact that the necessities of the
case would involve such a large in-
crease of the revenue of the country,
made it desirable that the Government,
with the means of meeting the distress
thus occasioned, should have given
a much larger and more liberal con-
tribution than was made. He thought
they would have met with the
heartiest support of every person if
they had exhibited greater liberality
than they exhibited on that occasion.
Ile wished,at that moment,to draw the
sttention of the Government to what
he thought was a very unfair diserim-
ination made in connection with the
assistance which they furnished to the
people of the United States in pre-
ference to the subjects of the
Dominion. The demand for building
matorial after the fire was very great,
and it was thought desirable that those
who had sufferod enormous losses, and
who, consequently, possessed only
diminished moans, should be relieved
as much as possible, and it was resolved
to remit the duty on bricks imported
into St. John. ~ That remission was
made in order that the city might
be rebuilt, and the assistance came



