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January 31st, 1949 .

Excellency:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note No . 35 of
January 24th, 191,.9, referring to the discussions that have taken place
in the Permanent Joint Board on Defense with regard to the necessity of
ensuring adequate cooperation between our two Governments in air search
and rescue operations along our common boundexy, and to this end pro-

posing :

112 . As a result of the conclusions reached in the course of
these discussions, my Government srishes to propose :

(1) That, in future, public aircraft of Canada or the United
States which are engaged in emergency Air Secrch and
Rescue operations, be permitted to enter or leave either
country without being subject to the Immigration or Customs
formalities normally -requir6cl by the Government of
either country, provided that the Rescue Coordination
Centre involved in the search or rescue, either directly
or through some person delegated by it, assumes the res-
ponsibility of informing by telephone or telegr,-.ph :

(a) The immigration office at the port of entry
nearut to the territory over which any search or
rescue is to be instituted, of the intended
operation, furnishing it with details concerning
the purpose of the flight ; the identification
markings of each aircrcft ; and the number of
persons comprising the cret: of each aircraft .

(b) The customs office nearest to the territory over
which any ser.rch or rescue is to be instituted, of
the intended operation, giving details concerning
the territory to be setxche .~d ; the possible duration

of the stc.y of the aircraft ; the identification

markings of e,-.ch aircraft ; and the number of persons
comprising the cre:: of each aircrcît .

(2) That, should a la .nding be made by public aircrvSt of one
country in the territory of the other in the course of such
emergency search or rescue, an oral or telephonic report
shall be made to the nearest Collector of Ctistoms so that

he may assist ., in any tirc.y possible, in connection with any
special importation required in the se^_rcü or rescue

operations . This report may be made by the Rescue Coordina-

tion Centre organizing the -per-`.ion, or by the pilots
concerned, whichever would best cerv,- the interests of the
rescue operations involved .
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