Introduction

Since the negotlation of the General Agreemeant ot Tariffs and Trade

(GATT) 4m 1947, tariff barriers gradually have come dowz. In their place,
however, has arisen an elabota:Q system to regulate forelgn impor:ts and to
counter what are viewed as "unfair trade” practices of foreign countries. The
United States, in particular, has developed an elaborate izpocr: Yegulatory
system that now coustitutes one of the most contentious issues in
Cazadian-U.S. trade relations. These procedures ¢reate private Tights for
dozestic U.S. Industries to seek redress against the practices of foreign

gcverzzezts aad business and to limit disruptive import competitlon.

The major U.S. trade acts of 1962, 1974, 1979 (the Trade Agreements

Act of 1979, which implenmented U.S. odligations negotiated i3 the Tokyo Round

of muitilateral trade cegotiations), and 1984 (the Trade aad Taziff Act of
&

198%) dedoznstrate the growcth ia the Ucited States of a lagalistic aund complex
govemameztal systez of fnpor: regulation, or “cortingent protection”. A
privaze U.S. citizen now can izvoke a8 dozer differemt proceductes and processes
to seek relief from imports. To couater gr-owing protectionist sentimeznts In
the U.S. Cbcgress, emerging administration policy appears to be to initiate

more u=falr trade actlons on behaif of the U.S. govermcent. The system of

-

reseiles povw contalned 2n U.S. trade law includes countervailing dury acd
antiducping procedures; investigazion of uzfair trade practices such as
patent, copyright, cr aatitrust infringecear under Section 337 of the Tariff
Act of 1920; initlation of compialints against unfalr foreign goverzdent

practices affeczing U.S. exports or other trading activities umder Section 301

of the Trace Act of 1974; proceduras for escape clause relief; and a variety

of other proceedings.



