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¢) Techmological 7adtors

) NEH‘FB?hﬂGlQE? tacorporating - sratewnof-tha-art domputer-asalsted
equipment has . besn imcroducgd in the edriy peoducticn scages, but gdulng
coptinges ‘to ba labour ifaceasiva. Canadlan use of such tochnology compares
favourably with #hat to .place in other developed countriag. '

The aphliq&tiﬂn»cf new technologies (=.z. Canfcad, cobokdcs, .

micre alectronies, lasers) to the clothing iddustry affers the poteneial c2

. transform chat' iaduatry into’a aapical incepsive ona whare daveloped: zountries
can offsac the lpw wage -advancaga sajoyed by lee=coar -countiles agd recapturs
their merkeca), as B vesylE, ambicioua, Large—scala R OET programs aimed ok
applying aew technologles o che-clothing Lodustey have bsen lauached in tha
pagt saupla of years by pavaral deéveloped copagrins with large budgets ang =ich
atrotig support by cheir’ governments. o "

In {982, Japan inirfated a aine—year R & D projeet withra budges of
goma U.5. 560 2illicn simed ag devaloping 4 fully avtomafed desting SFatem. AC
about the same: cime, the U.5.A. =mbarked on am & & D project wich che Initisl
goal -of podutlag an auitomated machiae: capable of mewing a man's coat gleave;
e of the most complex:yewiag operatiane, That ressatch ia spougored by a
group of agparel, cekrcilas ind flbrea mamufaéturars, Ygbour and cha U.5.
Department of Commarce; The budgec grav- szeadily Evom U.5+ 5400,000 in 1982 o
reach §7.mi1lipn for 1985/86, with half of the. funds coming f£rom: the 0.5,
govermment. Tha results wera-vepertud co 54 very encouragiog and 3 procofype
gewing systen {Lnvolving moving:sawing zachines that ara automaticelly direcced
by camaras and dempecers) was davaloped and tsstad in a factory. Tha rasearch
hag ‘glnce basn expdnded to covar ocher aewing operaticns. and to reduyce. the cosc
of the prococype systen. This revdlutlomary gewing sysrem s éxpected Lo Teach
the market in ché ookt three yeaTa. ‘

) In Zarape, & & D work 1s cartied gor ac two levald: the JEC lgvel and
‘the natigoat lavel. The ZEC's R &-D projedt hds a budget of 515 aillton over
four.years and sSsekS TO eUCOULAZE CIOSI-SECTOT, arogs=-sorier. reasarch by
providiog up to |30 peréant of che soaft of approved Taséarch prajects [f.e. the
“atal ost A1l .excand 370 miilion). Ac the Datidnsl level, Brence, Cerdany,
the .X., Italy|and Sweden sfe vigoutously undertaking X & U im this Eizld with
qubstanéial suppert fram goversments {ezcept Ltaly]. Atra third Level, Swedan,
Frages and the [j.K. are currently negoeciacing an agfesment to paréinigace In &
aaw jolnt & & D?p:ﬁg;au*

Na R é'u 1. gerformsd ia Casads Ay the prafaoe’ sice in chiz field.

doe major challeuge of the push’ for automacisn iz this ihdmacri ia the
naed Far great slawibilicy (<6 satisfy fashion/gryle Tequizements) o persit
apowomic aToduction of shert. Tuas af a4 wide variacy of garzents. Aaother -key
ihallenge is- to brimg.down che cost of the ae¥ techdology: to iithtn Fioaneizl
resch of tha Eypically ‘amall elothing firma.

FEDMERAL . AND 2ROVTNCIAL POLICIES

: Ggye;ﬁmen; megsuras apd peliciss as they impact ot the cldeling.
indﬁstrf'inéluda'rala:iﬁE1Y'ﬁigh cariffa, impoTt quotas as well aa CIRB!s seccer
f4rm agd a lahour adjuaczeat asslscance. prograds
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