
hatred and intolerance. The idea behind the CFDD is that these attitudes are deeply rooted and

cannet be eradicated by the officiai political process between states. Rather, the CFDD seeks to

provide opportunities for former warring peoples to corne together at the grassroots level, and

attempt to dismantie long-standing psychological barriers, jealousies and enemy images through

dialogue. To this end, the CFDD bas funded a large series of short-term, cross-cultural activities in

its first two phases, ranging from leadership training seminars in conflict resolution, a theatre project,

a solar'energy conference, media and joumalism programs, and environmental summer camps for

youth. These projects have been highly successful and reflect an appreciation for the rote that civil

society plays, particularly through education and media, in support of the diplomatic process. The

participants, ranging from women's groups, sports clubs, and youth activities, are intended to

represent this grassroots constituency. However, questions have arisen about the impact of these

programs beyond the experiences of the immediate participants.

(4) Issues and Policy Recommendations for the CFDD:

A case study of the CFDD in Israel/Palestine and Jordan reveals a series of challenges

necessitating further consideration, in terms of administration, project design, impact, recruitment,

and participation. From 1993 to 1996, during the initial period afier the signing of the Declaration

of Principles between Israel and the Palestinians (1993), with the establishment of the Palestinian

National Authority (1993) and the Peace Treaty between Jordan and Israel (1 994), many locals were

willing to participate in joint projects. However, since 1997, the ebb and flow of the Peace Process

bas caused public opinion, particularly Palestinian and Jordanian, to retreat. Tbis development

presents a serious challenge to the CFDD. The following are a series of reasons given by participants

for the limitations on dialogue in IsraellPalestine and Jordan.


