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12.9 During consultations, developed countries shall bear in mind the
special difficulties experienced by developing countries in formulating and
implementing standards and technical regulations and methods of ensuring
conformity with those standards and technical regulations, and in their
desire to assist developing countries with their efforts in this direction, devel-
oped countries shall take account of the special needs of the former in
regard to financing, trade and development.

12.10 The Committee shall examine periodically the special and diffe-
rential treatment as laid down in this Agreement, granted to developing
countries, on national and international levels.

INSTITUTIONS, CONSULTATION AND DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

Article 13

The Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade

There shaîl be established under this Agreement.

13.1 A Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade composed of represen-
tatives from each of the Parties (hereinafter referred to as "the Committee ").
The Committe shaîl elect its own Chairman and shahl meet as necessary
but no less than once a year for the purpose of affording Parties the oppor-
tunity of consulting on any matters relating to the operation of this Agree-
ment or the furtherance of its objectives and shahl carry out such responsi-
bilities as assigned to it under this Agreement or by the Parties;

13.2 Working parties, technical expert groups, panels or other bodies as
may be appropriate, which shaîl carry out such responsibilities as may be
assigned to them by the Conimittee in accordance with the relevant pro-
visions of this Agreement.

13.3 It is understood that unnecessary duplication should be avoided
between the work under this Agreement and that of governments in other
technical bodies, e.g. the Joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commis-
sion. The Committee shaîl examine this problem with a view to minimiz-
ing such duplication.


