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1.  

Meredith believes that, if hejhas been itifluenCed at all, it is by Bordnai and 
Les Autoniatistes and even that was . not à StylistiC  influence  but ratheibrotight 
about à change in attitude, a kind of release that helped hiin find his own  per-
sonal  langnage Of expression. 

His first .exhibition,  in 1958, was3 at . the Gallery of Contemporary 'Art in 
Toronto;:two years latethe joined the grOup, jocularly knoWn  as  IsaaCs Allstars, 
who show.  .at the 1Saacs Gallery.  He  has had five One-man "[shows at the Isaacs 
since 1961: ." 

In the years since then;  he has been included, in Canada, in the National 
Gallery 's Biennial (1965) ,. and in •every 'majtor survey  show  mounted o to the 
presènt day; internationally, he has been represented in a groiip show at BUffalo's 
Albright Knox Gallery (196364); the International Bienniai'in Paris (1965), the 
Gallery of Modern Art, Paris (1967), .the Nine CanadianS show at the -Institute 

. of ConteMPOrary Art in . Boston  (1968), Canada  101 in  Edieuish in the sank 
year and in the Tenth International Bled( and  White 'Exhibition in  Lugano, . . 
(1968) and Eight Artists from Canada  in Tel  Aviy (1971). 	- 1  

Meredith  regards 1962  as particUlarly important in his artistic eYcilution; in 
that:year' he produced BePigal (ill: P. 119) which, to his Mind, is a key work. 
In it he transferred adiawing  technique  to:painting; the blurring of the ink line 
whiCh wai fo becorrie his  unique  tridetnark'intrigned him' for  soMe Y .earS and in 
Bengathe.moved it  for  the-first  time froni draWing to painting: .Fràn 1964 on it 
becaine hiS signature. • - • • • • • • 

Meredith's technique is painstaking and Of >great interestr; he does'  his Work 
firt in  the  fOrm  of  small draWings, Which he has c011eCteçl :Oyer the .0st:fifteen 
years;' he  .Selectà one Of these and then enlarges it (his canvases often exceed 
eight feet in sire) alniciSt withOtitchange in What he çalls the most "traditional 
Manner possible,'  graphing.the sinaitsketch and the large, canvas.: This Method 
releases hirn' from the problem of forin sô thathe can throW all his energks into 
the Challenge of:colour. The astonishing and delightful mystery  of his work  is  
that, despite ità meticlilousness, it his the 'spontaneity  and  excitenient  of art 
created in à  single bUrst of inspiration. - 

Meredith's unique.iinagery is spontaneous and comes purely froni his uncon-
scious: Becanse hii work is.perhaps .the most Original of that of any Canadian 
artitt, critics' have pressed'hiM to disCuss its . origins: In an interview With:Barry 
Lord  of  the  National Gallery of Canada; he fi nally piciteSted:' "don't try to 
ejcplain it all aWay." He dOes, hoWeVer, say  that  the style whiCh has :groWn .out 
of his pen and ink Sketches lends inôvement to his paintings; although this 
style was initially uncalculated, its artistic 'exploitation 'continues  to give hire 
pleasure. Nejiiit hé does with these fornis is nôt ascidentat; the inspiration' may 

. 	 . • 


