INTRODUCTION

The Guide is designed to provide Canadians with a readily accessible check list of issues
in the field of peace and security. It seeks to identify the major policy issues to which
Canada responded in the period between mid-July 1988 and mid-July 1989, to place them
in context, and, where appropriate, to identify a range of Parliamentary comment on
these issues.

In identifying official Canadian policies, we have relied entirely on public statements
by Government leaders and responsible officials. The statements are either summarized
or excerpted verbatim.

The Guide is not itself designed as a commentary, and contains no interpretative
opinion, although the choice of excerpts and statements inevitably requires editorial
discretion. Our purpose, therefore, is to assemble materials which will give to the
interested reader a basic reference source on Canadian policies in the field of peace and
security, and, at the same time, to indicate the scope for further enquiry.

In organizing the contents, we have chosen to follow the subject order identified in
the mandate of the Institute, viz: arms control and disarmament, defence, and conflict
resolution. The reader may wish to note that the last category--conflict resolution--has
been defined for the present purposes as Canadian responses to major regional conflict
issues.

Each entry is organized under five headings, as follows:

Background provides an account of the basic issue. It seeks to avoid excessive
detail, but to draw on recent material as appropriate in order to set the context of
current policy issues. Where Canadian policy prior to 1988 was integral to the develop-
ment of the issue itself, or where it is necessary for an understanding of the current
Canadian position, it is included under this heading.

Current Canadian Position is based on statements by Ministers and responsible
officials, and identifies recent developments in Canadian policy.

Parliamentary Comment is intended primarily to capture the formal response of the
opposition parties. For the most part it relies on statements and questions in the House
of Commons by designated spokespersons on foreign and defence policy. Committee
hearings have been used primarily in the Background section, and when appropriate, in
describing the current Canadian position.

Current References is designed for the most part to indicate only some of the most
recent materials relevant to the issue; the section is not intended to be an extensive
reference list.

Further Reading contains a limited number of earlier references which the reader
may wish to consult for more detailed background.



