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comparny's export potentiai begins to show

acqian shoe and skate manufacturer
îr'se ts exports from zero to 30

nt of its annual sales during the last
ars.

more than 50 years, La Comn-
de Chaussures J.-P. Corbeil Ltée of

ýal has been manufacturing shoes
ates for the Canadian market.

Scompany is divided into three
acturing divisions: Chaussures
Manufacturing men's shoes; Patins
du Canada, manufacturing sewn
Svinyl and nylon ice skates; and

latins Orbit du Canada, with a
ete line of injection-mouid ice and
skates.
1974, our analysis showed that the
ian market was stabiiizing and that
Ossibie growth wouid have to be
t-based," said the company'S vice-
8L't, Claude Limoges. I"After con-
) With the federal Department of
ýry, Trade and Commerce, we
'd to start our export program with
gure and hockey skate lines." The
larkets approached were the United
and Europe.

'*Uf sales
"Ornpany later set up a European
>utlon network in Germany, France,
eriand and Scandinavia.
ter~ successfuliy penetrating the

leand American markets, the

company turned its attention to other

potential areas. "Hockey is becoming a

very popular sport in Japan. Australia and

New Zeaiand have mountaiflous regions

with cold winters where figure skating is a

popular pastime. Our skates are in a price

and quality range to interest clients from

these areas" said Mr. Limoges.
One market with vast potential is

China. "The University of British Coium-

bia's hockey team played exhibition

games against Chinese teamns in China

during the 1978 Christmas break. These

games were piayed before capacuty

crowds of 1 5,000 people. From the

crowd response and subsequent inquiries,

it looks like a very lucrative market," he

added.

New type of roller skate
Roller skating, as a new entertalnment

and fitness technique, is growing in popu-

larity ail over North America, Western

Europe and Japan. The company started

studying the feasibility of prodLlcing

roller skates in 1977. After a market

study, the Company designed a new boot

and wheels, used new materlals, and

devetoped a new suspension system.

The new skate was put both on the

domestic and export markets, in the fait

of 1979. Sales to date have exceeded ex-

pectations.
(From EDC News, MarchIA Pril 1981.)

Reborn delivery room

Birth rates may be deciining everywhere
else across Canada, but there is a minia-
ture baby boom flourishing at Victoria
General Hospital, reports the Canadian
Press.

Staffers at the hospitai in Victoria,
British Columbia attribute the boom to
the homey labour-deiivery room and its
flexible, family-oriented policies.

"Our birth rate is way Up," said
maternity ward head nurse Fran Martin.
"Last year we had more babies born here
than at any time in the Iast 20 years. A
lot of that is to do with the labour-
deiivery room.",

The labour-delivery room, the first
facility of its kind in British Columbia,
opened a year ago. Both St. Paul's and
Grace hospitals in Vancouver recently
opened similar ones - called birthing
rooms,.

rJmpagnie de Chaussures J.
?ntreal.


