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immense amount of work still to be done in this field was strikingly illustrated by 
the Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom in his statement in the general debate 
when he listed many of the vital inspection questions to which we would need to find 
exact answers. 

By the will of the United Nations, Canada has accepted the obligation to serve 
on the Sub-Committee in the hope of making some contribution to the disarmament 
problem. While the great powers represented on the Sub-Committee, which have 
the responsibility and power associated with the production of nuclear weapons, must 
play a decisive part in reaching an agreement, other countries, which, like Canada, do 
not produce such weapons, have the right and the duty to express their views on an 
issue which, as I said earlier, affects all mankind. To some extent Canada, the only 
smaller country on the Sub-Committee, shares the point of view of the majority of 
member states which might be classed as middle or smaller powers. During the course 
of this debate we have already heard from many delegations not represented on the 
Sub-Committee, thoughtful and important statements on disarmament. To name only 
a few, Mr. Chairman, the delegations of Japan, Belgium, India and of Mexico in their 
interventions have called attention to significant aspects of this problem. We have 
also heard the significant statement of the great powers and particularly the lucid 
and cogent exposition of M. Moch yesterday morning. 

Following the lead of some of these earlier statements, we must come to grips 
with the real difficulties which now beset dis-armament negotiations. Recriminations 
and rehashing of old controversies, from whichever side put forward, are in our opinion 
inappropriate. The issue is too grave to furnish material for propaganda points. 

In this connection, I am bound to say that our delegation deplores certain state-
ments contained in the speech by the Soviet Representative in this Committee. They 
are, I suggest, unworthy of this debate. I refer in particular to Mr. Gromyko's implica-
tion in his speech in this Committee that the Western democracies were responsible 
for the second world war. While I do not wish to dwell on the ill-fated German-Soviet 
Pact which did so much to launch that war I must say again that we consider these 
communist attempts to falsify history as out of place in discussion of the disarmament 
issue. 

When we begin to examine the essential problems before us, we must face the fact 
that the world failed in its efforts to eliminate nuclear weapons at a time when the 
inspection necessary to guarantee such an undertaking presented considerably less 
difficulty than it does today. The distinguished representative of India has commented 
on the absence from the twenty-four power draft resolution of reference to the elimina-
tion of nuclear weapons. The explanation, of course, is that this particular draft resolution 
deals with those limited objectives in disarmament which could be achieved at once 
or soon. Unfortunately the complete elimination of nuclear weapons, for whkh there 
are at present no adequate safeguards, cannot be regarded as immediately attainable. 
Nevertheless we have not abandoned as a goal the complete elimination of nuclear 
weapons. If the means of inspection adequate to guarantee such an undertaking can 
be devised it would certainly be part of my government's recommendation for a compre-
hensive disarmament agreement. But, I reiterate, it is not helpful to approach this goal 
by way of unsubstantiated declarations and unenforceable agreements such as a promise 
never to use nuclear weapons. 

Our immediate responsibility now is to do whatever may be possible to decrease 
stockpiles of such weapons and to ensure the use of fissionable materials for peaceful 
purposes. We do believe that a beginning could be made in this direction. At the 
same time, and I emphasize this point, constructive efforts must continue through the 
United Nations to reduce world tension and to solve dangerous problems as they arise 
and so to make certain that these weapons of terrible destruction are never used. At 
this point, although I do not for a moment suggest any political conditions for the 
first stage disarmament plan which we espouse, we are again up against the inevitable 
link between progress on disarmament and progress on the other difficult international 
issues which divide the world. Disarmament in any comprehensive sense must go in 
step with settlement of these other grave international problems. Without any slackening 
of our efforts to make a beginning in disarmament we must also seize every opportunity 
for settlement of these other problems. One of the ways in which the United Nations 
has already made a great contribution to world peace has been the provision of neutral 
and impartial United Nations observation or inspection forces in tense and troubled 
areas. The United Nations must be ready whenever appropriate situations arise—and 


