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Municipal Government in Canada 1Durind 1 1
The year just closing bas been for municipalCanada a thorough test for good government, mas-much as it bas been the year in which much wasexpected in the way of city and town improvementswith littie money to carry themn out. Like the in-dividual the cost of local administration bas in-creased two-fold, but unlike the individual theauthorities have not been able to use ways and meansto increase the income, without strong protest fromithe citizens themselves. The consequence is thatthe task of administrating our municipalities hasbeen an exceptionally difficuit one this year.And yet sucli bas been the determination of and theingenuity shown by the councils that on the wbolethey can not only show good balance sheets butimproved publie wotks. It may be said even thatthe municipal administration of Canada for the year1920 makes a better showing than that of manyprivate corporations considering the lack of oppor-tunity to increase the rates or to borrow on the partof the councils and the opportunities through in-creased profits of the private corporations. We statethis emphatically because the administration of mostmunicipalities bas often been compared unfavorablywith that of private firms. To a large extent thisincreased effici' ency in municipal administration inCanada is due to the better class of men now enteringthe municipal service, and the growing tendency onthe part of the councils not to interfere with depart-mental administration, but to leave it to the heads.The results are better service in actual administra-tion and more opportunity for the councils to studyand dîscuss policies for the better government oftheir respective communities.

If it were possible for any single individual tomake a survey of the municipal government in Can-ada for 1920 he would be surprised at the enormousamount of work now being undertaken by the coun-cils in comparison to the work of but a few yearsback. Rie would find, as a result of the war, thata larger responsîbility had been thrust upon thelocal authorities - employment, bousing, bygene,libraries and play grounds, etc. - sucb as theirpredecessors neyer dreamt of, and he would aliso

find that because of this larger responsibiîity thelocal authorities were taking a keener interest intheir duties. Community government, whether it beof a city, town, village or rural district, is the Mostresponsible in Canada to-day, and Possibly the mostsuccessful in spite of ail the criticismns made againstit, as bas been tested this year. Consequentîy, thePosition Of Municipal executive is becoming moreand more sought after, and why not? Tosre n'
neighbours in any capacity is an OPPOrtunity thatdecent citizens desire, but to serve themn in a waythat can only be done as a member of the local councilis an honor worth while, and wben it is conisideredthat therehare over30,00r0s maenand women in Canada
serving ternibosamaors, aldermen orcouncillors, it is somnething for the average Canadianto be proud of.

MISS MARTIIA A. DICKENSON,
CitY Clerk of Windsor, Ont.

MHE LATE PRESIDENT 0F THE ONTA]
MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION.

It is with deep regret that we record thedeath on November 25 of Mr. Thomas J. Moore,City Manager of Guelph (Ont.), and Presi-
dent of the Ontario Municipal Association, Who
was accidentally shot while bunting near Sud-bury. Mr. Moore was one of those quiet strong
men who gave of his best to the betterment ofmunicipal governinent, not only along ethicallines but along economic lines, as witness bissuccessful management of the City of Guelph,first as City Clerk ini 1908 and latterly as CityManager. For many years Mr. Moore was anactive member of the Ontario Municipal As-sociation, and when he was elected President

last September it was felt that no man desîervedthe honor better. Tbough not so Widey snwoutside bis native province as some of his col-leagues, those wbo bad the Pleasure of bisac-quaintance knew bizn as a man deeply versed inthe lore Of civic affairs wbo was ever readyto help bis colleagues in the solving of theirmany probleins. At the Iast convention of theUnion of Canadian Municipalitjes at Quebec Mr.Moore represented the City of Guelph. Ry thedeatb of Mr. Moore the City of Guelpb bas lostan invaluable servant, the Ontario MunicipalAssociation an excellent Pre8ident and mnunici-.pal Canada a sterling student and friend.
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