
THE VIÇS PATROL

AD VICE TO DRAFTS UPON ARRI VAL AT

THE FRONT TO JOIN THE 24th CANADIAN

BATTALION VICTORIA RIFLES 0F CANADA.

DISCIPLINE.

M OST of you have already heard wht I amn about to tell ye,
but, either froni ignorance or slackness, certain offencesf are
continually being comimitted by men who have absolutely no

intention of aetually doing wrong. Youi are ail intelligent, thinking
Canadians; remexnber, then, by your conduet and actions at the
Front, you will uphoid the honour, or cast a slur on, as the case miay
be, yourself, the Empire, and what is to us dearest of ail-CNADA.

You have a great reputation to maintain; and remiember, every
time your naine appears on the Offence Report, it goes all the way
to the Base, and brings discredit on yourself and Canada.

Discipline is the ail-important essential for a soldier. Without
discipline, Germany would not do what she is doing, and the British
Axrxny could flot have mnade the magnificent fight it made at Mons.

The truest form of discipline is selfdiscipline. By that I mean,
do not wait to be "ochecked " for an irreguiarity by someone in
authority over you, but " check " yourself before coinn-itting it.

Offences whieh in civil life or in peace times are considered of
no consequence, are very serions over here. When 1 teil you that
men have been shot for certain oflences, it is not a fairy taie, but
a reality.

If you " play the gaine," you will find your Officers, N.C.O.'s,
and cornrades will " play the gaine " with you, and the result will
be you will help te keep your Battalien second to none.

ORDERS.

SLACIgNESS.

One of the main thingg to avoid here, especially in the trenches,
is t'ho feeling of slackness-the " To-hcll-with-it " sort of feeling.

It is a very easy feeling to get, one which we ail feel at times ,
and nothing can succeed while it lasts.

Therefore, if you are getting like that, pull yourself together at
once. If you do not, apart £rom the fact that you will probably
find yourself in trouble, your difficulties will seem very mueh larger
than they really are.

Numbers of men corne out here and think that ail the things
they had to do in Barracks are things of the past. This'is abso-
lutely wrong. Those things were given you with the idea of making
discipline second nature to yeu, and to keep you from getting slack.

Saluting, saying " Sir " to an Officer, standing to attention when
speaking to one, steadiness on parade, keeping your arms, equip-
ment, and in billets 'your uniform and buttons, dlean, shaving every
morning, keeping your hair cut, and anyri other things, are abso-
lutely necessary and mnust be carried out.'

Yonr trench or your billet should be kept as dlean and as rnuch
Jike a barrack-room as possible. This is ail-imyportanit, and wviil save
yeu mainy a sore heart.

"GROUSING."

Anothier thing I want to warn yon against is " grousing." It
undermines discipline, and will be severely dealt with.

I do not consider that a nman is grousing when he makes deroga-
tory remarks about being " a - pack-mule," and then cheerfully
carnies another load, or the man who says his trench is a " damied
awful hole " (it probably is>, and then cheerfully and optimisticaily
tries to improve it. That is not real grousing.


