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university training, were it not for
compulsory Latin. These young men
would be a ecredit to the university.
They would probably have, on the av-
erage, more culture, more strength of
.character, and more practical ability
than the average university graduate.
And as for the girls, no one can but
admit that if they were to spend the
time now given to algebra and geom-
etry on literature or art, it would mean
much more for culture and for service
in the home and in society.

Because language and mathematics
were so prominent in ancient currieu-
lums we must not think that they
should oceupy first place in the univer-
sity course of today. In Manitoba we
are going along in the spirit of com-
promise accomodating ourselves to hoth
the ancient and modern view. We have
been victims of compromise too long.
‘What we need today is to take cour-
ageous action. The only thought should
be, to meet the needs of the people.
Tt is necessary for the University Coun-
cil to ‘‘get busy.”’

Pressing Problems in Education

It is interesting to consider the prob-
lems which face the new administra-
tion in Manitoba. To perceive the prob-
lems is the first step towards a solu-
tion. In some cases the .solution may
be speedy ; in some cases it must be by
a gradual process; in other cases de-
ferred. Here are a few problems that
suggest themselves:

1. The problems of the elementary
school—Attendance, buildings, equip-
ment, p]dygloun(h medical inspection,
permanency in teaching profession,
publie spirit.

2. The problems of the secondary
school—Attendance, revision of pro-
gramme in rural high schools, exten-
sion work.

3. The problems of university educa-
tion—A site, a building, a form of gov-
ernment, university extension.

4. The problem of a united people—
Bi-lingualism, education of parents.

5. The rural problem—Transporta-

tion, consolidation, health, social cul-
ture.
6. The teacher problem—Eftective

training, proper supervision, retention
in offlce

7. Organization—The larger umt the
ldrgel school board.

8. Vocational education in towns, in
rural and consolidated schools; the fu-
ture of agricultural education, _

9. Supplementary means of educa-
tion—Evening schools, public play-
grounds, schools for foreign-born,
schools for clerks and apprentices, pub-

HON. R. 8. THORNTON, Minister of Educatiorn

lic picture galleries, libraries, Iectures,
correspondence schools, schools for
blind and for other defectives.

These are but a few of the many
problems facing a minister of educa-
tion, and it is quite clear that some of
them cannot be dealt with now. In
some cases the action that has been
taken practlcally fixes action for the
future; in other cases there must be

gradual modification towards a mnew
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