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THE PERIODIGALS.

Outing and thte JYheelnan for February opens with a pleasant and
well illuatrated paper un the IlThe St. Jobhn's Region in Flonida"I by Mr.
John Ransoni. Mr. Maurice Thompsoli's "lSumnner Sweet ilearte," gues un
breezily and whoiesomciy; this instalment contains a mild bit uf fun at
the expense uf the "lS weet Singer of Michigan." Mr. John S. Phillipe
contnibutes part II. uf IlA-Wheeiing in INoranibega" with Mr. Sandham's
spirited sketches; a portion of it is devotcd lu that beautiful littie New

Brunîswick WVatering-Place, the Islaud uf Campobellu. "lUnder the South-
cru Cross," by M1r. T. E. Edwards, is a paper un Bicycling.in Australia.
A humorous short story je the "'Twiddle Twins," by President Bates,
which wc quote for the edification of meni of the whecl;-

TiE TWIDDLE TwiNs.

It was a sultry Auguat day. Tho sky was coverod wilb a tbick biauket ut clouda,
whiclî yieided nu couling rain, and scarcely moved in the stili air. Thougb these
clouds shut out the direct raya ut tho Sun, they also stýemed 10 shut out overy breatb
of wind and bu pcu lu and reflect back the quivoring beat which rose from the Steomiug
earlh. The road waa deserted. Its lengtuofu baked gravel and dlay stîetolied away a
silent and ioneiy whitisb-yellow streak across the languid landacapo. Mr. Twidddle
drove bis wbeel along with a taint and balf.wilted indiff orenco as to wbolber hoe over
annived anywbeno. Ho bad the wholo road lu bimseif, and ho look improper liberties
wilb il, wobbling aliover ils giowiog broadth, with many lazy side-lurches, as if hoe did nul
care how mauy roda lu tho mile ho made ut il. Il was su bol -su almaoat intornaiiy
bot-Ibat nobody else was abroad on the lîighway. Man and boast remaiued at hume.
As ho rode the aweat poured frum overy pore ut bis body, aud onveloped hlm
lu filmy steam that would have baon aLunost visible if anybudy bad bean there tu Seo
hlm. Whlere ho was riding the road traversed a wood, wiîhonl a bouse witbin a mile
ut hlm, ojîher botore or buluind. 'Ibis woodl oU eitber aide, inatead ut looking cool and
inviting, aoemod liko twu rowa ut vast ovens, out of whose myriad menthe exhaled a
beated air, making the bigbway thus walledl in stili more insufferably sultry. The
wuods soemed toilsomoe becanse ut their monolonous silence aud samenes. Nu aquirrol
ratlod their leaves; no bird fliiled among their branches; even the insecta bad retired
10 the deeper shades lu aeek sheiten troni the boat.

Presontly Mr. Twiddie roliod sioiviy across a wooden bridge spanning a ravine,
tbnougb whicli flowed a siuggish brook. If the waler uft hia brook bad exhihited a
liveley motion, if il had iooked cool, clear, and inviting, ton eitber drnkiug or bathing,
Mn. iwiddIle wouid bave been boxopted lu beave bis Saaide and retnosh bimaself by
batbing bis bead. neck, and armas lu ils current. But ils waters fiowod slowiy and
looked dank and wanm; the banks wore stoep, aud the exertion ut dismounting and
going down lu the waten appeaned a greaten task thon bis languid ambition waa
willing 10 undortake.

Nevortbeleas, at ter riding two on tbnoo roda boyuud the bridge, Mn. Twiddle suddeniy
chocked bis wlicel. Ho came su nearly lu a staud-stiil Ibat ho ls bis balance and dia-
snonntod afionr a few proiimiuary wobbles. Thon ho leanod une arm un bis saddle and
sared sharply, witb bis month ajar, aI an object under the cdge ut a thickot un the
loftthaud aide ufthe rosa. Pnosentiy Mr. Twiddle abut bis montb wilb a auap, pursod
bis iips, and exnittd a long wvbistle, expressive ut groat astonisbment. Waiting a
moment as if1 te0se what off eût bis whistle wouid produce. ho pronounced lu a solemu
and oniphatic mauner the word IlJe-ru-sa-lein 1I expressive ut prodiglous surprise.

The ubi oct wbose appearnuco lu thol netined and sulent place had thua siuguiariy
upsot Mn. Twiddlo's long and pretty tboroughly trained equanimity-a vintue which
neceivos a pretly Sharp and continuai tillage at the bands ufthe club wila-was a amali
red and white checkened shawi spnead ont upon the grass, with a thnee un four muntha'
old baby Sitting huit upniglit in the middle ut il, and nu othen pensun, especiaily nu
tomalo porsun, anywbore apparent elîhor lu aight on bearing I

Tbiî baby waa dressedi lu crnmpied white muslin, with a soiiod pink ribbou about
ils waisb. It beli lu une ot ils chuhby listsa runbben ratle. Il staned aI Mn. Twiddle
for a moment witb unwinking eyos, and a veny buineas-like expression, as if laking an
invenlony ut bis visible quolities. Appanontly its investigation provod aatiafactuny, ton
il suddenly naisod ils nattie and brougbt il dowu wltb a vigorous wback ut approval un
une of bis legs, aud iooked at Mr. Twiddio to note if ho bad anything lu say about il.

Mn. iwiddle looked up lUe roda, down the ruad, ail alung the wood sud aI the brook.
Ho saW uobody; hoe beard nobody. Thon ho iooked at the baby again, and remarked
witb aitîcono oarnoslnesa:

II Great Scott 1"1
This nemark the baby immediateiy appiauded witb anoîber vigorous whack wibh ils

ratle.
Thus tan Mr. Twiddle bad stood taciug the baby, and bad not looked aI theouppu-

Sile aide ut the nuad. But uuw a siigbt noise beside buv causaid hlm bu suddenly turu
about. Ho startod vioienlly, and lot bis wbeel drop rallling to the gnouud. Iu failing,
une urthIe bondies grazed the pet corn ut bis loft foot. Ho immediatly gatbered np
Ibis foot affectioatoly lu botb bis honds, aud suugbt 10 press il bo bis bosoni, while ho
bopped luLtieruutly about on the othen foot tli ho stnmabled sud sol duwn bard on tbe
road. Ail thia lime hoe kept bis eyes fixed uapon the object whicb had a second lime
upset bis equauîmity. Af ton Sitting sud staring a few moments, Mr. Twiddle slowly
anuse and duated off the expanse ut bis knickerbockers witb varions alapa of bis bouda.
Thon hoe ejaculated witbi Solomu force sud deep feeling

"Il111 ho blowed!
This second objoot wbicb bad au singuiarly disanranged Mn. Twiddie's collection ut

ideas was anoîher smali red sud white cbeckorod shawi, apnead upon the grass, under
the cage ut the Ibieket, on the rigbl baud aide ufthIe noad, with another baby, very
mach like the final une lu size sud appoanance, and alsu dnossed lu soiled white cruni-
pied maualin, with a pink ribbon about ita waisl, aitting boid upnight lu the middle ut
the shawl, sud staring at tho astonislhod wbeeima. This second baby lu white was
ase armed wltb a rnbhon rallie.

Soeing that Ibis second baby mode nu nepiy lu Mn. Twiddie'a linsb cloquent remasrks
ho iooked fiast ab une, thon aI the other, ut the singular phonomena, meauwbiie
uuopping bis face sud neck wlîb a baudkencbiof alneady eatunatod with sweab, sud
obsenvod witb incre~ased omphasia, indicative ut the extrema climax ut Surprise:

,,Wall by George!" '
To Ibis pertinent nemark botb babies responded by simnitaneonsly banging Ibein

rubber rallies down uapon Iheir knees, producing the effect ut unanimous appiause.
Mr. Twiddle nuow walked 10 the nigUit-hand aide ufthe ruad, whene hoe mouuled a log

sud peered canoftily mbt the rocesses of the wood. Nobody i sighb. Thon ho crosaed
lu the left-baud aide ufthIe road, mouted s stnmp sud looked shanply int aIl the
woody vialas. Nobody thora. Thon ho waiked bock bu the bridge, aud iooked uvor
eacb aide down at the water. Nubody visible. Thon ho wonb bock bu bis wbeel, sud
iuoked final aI une baby sud thon at the othor. Thoy wene both there. Ho weut up
close tu the right-band baby, aud vonuned ta ouch ils head softly witb bis rigbî fore-
linger. Il was a aune onougb livo baby. Thon hoe cnuased over the road sud touched
the boad ut tUe olhen baby wilh bis loft forefingen. Il was s uo-mistake.fleshi-and.
hlood infant. No oplical deinsion about eitbor ut thom. Thon Mr. Twiddle wenb bock
lu bis wbeei, mopped bis face aud neck sumo more witb bis wob hanlikorchief, sud
cried out:

11 li .1 I10- '
No ropiy tram anybody. He tried it again, a good doal louden sud longer
IlHebuo-o- 1"'
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No answer. Silence everywhere, thick enongh to be toit. Thon Mr. Twiddle Igid
bis head back between his shoulder-blades, opened bis mouth wide, ahat bis eyes, tOOC
a big breatb and lot out a yell that would, have strained the vocal chords of a four"
horse-power- stoam calliope

Il Heilo-o-o-ah !I'
He paused for a reply, and gasped for air. Not a sound anywhore:- not an indiÔ2S

tion that there ever wsould be any Sound. Only the two babies looked at bis perfOrffl
ance with grave surprise and somo aiarm. But they concluded that this was merelY e
vocal entertainment gotten up out ut pure kiudness ot hoart for their amusement, se
they simuitaneously banged thoir rattles again in unanimaous applanse.

Atr wailiug a tew moments in the van hope that somebody would appear, Mr-
Twiddle began to consider the situation soriously. It wag exceedingly awkward Alla
perplexing. He thought of mounting bis wbeel and riding onl 10 givo an alarma a the
first bouse whore ho could find a woman. It soemed to bimi that a womnan was tli5
one central necessity ot tho universe. Ris respect for womnan rose almost te venoraticfl
Ho toit that ho wouid giadly give ail tbe money in bis pockets, and bis note for &ny
reasonable amount in addition, for a woma,-any sort of a woman, young or nid, uilY
or. beautiful, witbout regard to race, color, or previous condition, -anything capable
of taking charge of babies.

On f nrtbor refioction. ho concluded not 10 ride on. Suppose a cow sbould coins aloofg
and trample on one of the babies, or a hog, or dog, and attack thorm, or a Snake. le
tbougbt that oither ot these animais wouid ho a fool of its kind to travel on sucb a bol
day; slill one might do so, and ho dared not take the risk. Ho wished ardentlY tbsl
somo traveller wouid appoar ; but the road was deserted and louely, as far as ho cool1d
Seo in eithor direction.

Suppose these deserted babies should cry ? His hair rose at the tbougbtL. 11e fait
sure thoy would begin tu cry protty soon. Suppose thoy should get hungry ? Dreiaf!"
supposition!I Thoy wouid, thoy muet, ere long. A cold cbill rau dowu bis opine, ~
spite of the heat of the day.

While ho was Ihus cogilating, the right.hand baby began preparations for crYi11,
Il suarled up its littie face. Mr. Twiddie hastily suapped bis fingera at it. It l0 0kea
a littie astonisbed for a moment, and thon snarled up its face again. Ho ate
bis watcb.cbain; no use. Thon ho blow a soit note ou bis whoeiman's whistle. 001f
a lomporary check. It suddeniy emitted an numistakabie yell, indicaling a fixed alla
business-like determination. Ho rau lu it and tried to stop it by shaking ils allie,
pokiug bis linger at il, ana saying " 1Boo 1'l and other domoustrations whicb ho ba
roa as the proper lbing 10 do in such cases. The baby iooked at bim a moment Wilb
indignant astouishmeut and thon abut both oyes, puckered ils face ail over, and hOe15'
Mr. Twiddle stuoped 10 pick il up : but suddenly drew back. Suppose il sbonld be"
sweaty ? Vory iikely Ibal was what aiied il. As if to reduce hlm lu dispair, at lb1"
instant the other baby began 10 cry aiso. Probabiy they were botb-sweaty.
situation was simply appaliing. Consternation; contusion; chaos ; ail nature den'!",~
ing a woman 1 t

Suddeniy Mr. Twiddle beard fiying fuotsteps, Two womon darled past hi'
Que swooped upon the right-hand baby. She was a comely woman, apparentlY Ogsd
twonty-five or twenty.six years, and ovidentiy a niother. She lifted the cbild t10e
bosoni, whore il instautly cuddled and became quiet. The othor was a prellY .irlg
appareutly about oightoen years oid. She snatcbed up the ieft.and baby, gave l S
dexterous toss or two, and a pat ou the back, wben il also becoe quiet. Thonl
pair taced Mr. Twiddio and scrutinized bum witb a decorousuosa sO domiure and grelo
that ho was iustantiy sure that they wero iuwardiy iaughing at hlm. No WOO0O
wouid ho quito su unnaturaiiy sober, ho toit, nless she was sitting ou the sait-l", 1

of bier iaughter, tb provout an escape of pent.up morriment. The girl, ho was coinVi

was iuwardly boiiug with giggle. Imps of miscbief wore dancing in ber large o,
eyes ; but ber face was as sober as the face ou a postago-stamp.

Mr. Twiddle machanically itted bis bat and bowed. Bolh the women nodd0d, bel
said nothiug, only conlinuiug 10 look at hlm domurely. 'rhen the mootber begalnd
iug sîrange motions and ales with ber fingera, ber bauds, and bier freoc arma,10 i
fixedly aI the girl. The girl abook bier protty boad solemniy, and thon miade 1b
motions at the moîber witb tber fingers, and bauds, and ber free an.a ThOn 111
womon turned 10 Mr. Twiddle, 'wbu was watcbiug Ibis performance witb jucrOlasiOf
amazomout, and began making queor motions at bin,. Ho started,$ backed awaY 6 e
or lwo, and fell over bis wbeei. Both women advanced hurriedly. Ho Ibought ti'
were about lu attack hlm; but the kind concoru in their faces, whicb, in spite ut tb 1
selves, was mingled witb mirîtul amuIes, reassu-red bim. Ho aroso, dustod b'u'
witb furtive slaps of bis bands, pioked up bis wheei, and ieaned lapon ils sOLldll 0 1B
gaziug at Ihe pair witb deop astouisbmont. Thon the mothor smoothed a place or bo
surface uftheb road witb tbe soie of ber noal waiking-shoe, stuoped and traced ii
sand with bier torefinger tbe 'words_

IIDeaf and dumb."1
Sho pointed lu Ibis inscription, and Mr. Twiddio bout and rond il. Hi o led

smiied, and pawod the air with lunatie gesture, wbich hoe foudly imaginod C, eo
lu the woman a 'wbole dictionary full ut expressions ut sincore sympatby. Bal -
watched ahl bis gestures closoly, and thon sbook ber bada, siguitying that she d'a I"$'
nnderstand. Ho was about lu go tbrougb another ridiculous pantomime Wble",g
girl, wbu oa beeu sbaking witb surpressod merriment during bis liraI attenipt aIl 0 11
taiking, suddeniy boursî out laughing in a clear, joyons, irropressible p05l-f185e4
iaugbed 1111 sbe sat down on the grass, witb the baby lu ber armns and tbe tears 00 ý61

ber dark oyos. Mr. Twîddie's confusion was immense. Ho grinnod, thon' 10 0
sobor, then grinnod again, thon looked indignant, and finaiiiy stood srniling lklx
idiot. As soon as the girl couid command horseit sbe spolie in a sotit and lady'î~
voices oiîtiog

III beg your pardon, air, but really il was buo tunny te rosist. We wene WO
under the bridgo when you final came, and saw the wholo tbing tbrongb a crevice«,i 5b.
bad been down bu the brook lu bathe ur faces, il was s0 bot. You iooked 00ot s t >
ea Wben you saw the babies that we reaily couldu't boip waiting and wthn -0
Ib was inde, penbaps, but I roally nover saw anytbing more amusing in MxY lito. '
we botb beg your pardon. Il was kind and genîîemaniy in you te stay by the e0al
littlo darlings, and we tbauk yuu. This la may sister, Mrs. Rudd; 1 am Jenu3' r co
She la deaf and dumb. You are Mr. T widdie, I tbink. We bave of ton Sea en
ride hy, and know the names ut most ut the gentlemen." 0boU1

Mn. Twiddie instantiy knew that the home ot these ladies was the next tarin il03
Ho had met Mr. 1tudd, a prosporous deat -mute :but ho did nul know that Mr' >4
had a wif e also a deaf-mute. Ho feil lu cbattiug witb the Young lady whlelOWgd
witb the pair lu their bouse. At the goto he expressod a desiro for a glass 'lOV
wben ho was invited in aud givon a glass ut iced mik, whicb Miss Wilson .oý1I5I1
had beaun bld was the favorite drink ut wheeimen. Aller that ho mounted bis
again, and rode Blowly int the ciîy. ýq

This is the reason why Mr. Twiddio aiways votes bu have the club ride on the 0 ,
This is the neason why the club members su uften Spaak ut IlThe Twiddie Twiln'

PresidSln 1t j

HINDOO and Parsee students sometimes write the most extraurdtbO
English. One Of thora wrute recently tu, a Bombay nowspaper ab2oj1 d4l
overbeariug, manner of the professors, whu, lie said, were su ir0ll'h
that it had become quite dangerou, t lu "neer the nose at thewil 10
fiuished his complaint thus. IlVery nice iudeed I Pour etudents thl Od
are, we have to kneel dowu before their menaces, their widened ele 0 .t
what flot! lest we suifer ruetiuation at their irun hauds and be thrOl"'1
the sanie pitiable pliglit as 'a bud bit by an envions worm, cire ho
spread his seet leaves to the air, or dedicate his beauty lu the 0"!


