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celebrity. Ls it nlot time respectable sbieets stiould refuse
ta admit any but artistic cuts?' While they continue ta
issue such fearful documents, we cannot wonder that
foreigners ruaintain we have no art, comic or otherwise.

The difference between the legitimately comic and the
laughable is the difference between broad farce and wit.
Absurdity may excite a vulgar gufaw from the ground-
lings but is immeasurably b9low the aim of art. This dis-
tinction seems to be unknown to some public caterers.
Such crass pictorial crudities as they offer are outside of
the question and do flot deserve to be considered in estimat-
ing Canadian comic art.

Caricature, or camic art praper, tends valuabte points
ta the physiologist as wetl as ta the psychologist. Our
feverish cîvilization has evolved new facial expressions.
Students of coins and of statuarv must have noticed the
graver expression of the faces of old, the greater likeness
ta the old gods, and the less ta the foax. A saries of par.
trait caricatures to date, from the time of the inscrutable
countenances of the Memnon type, would indubitably show
how the quickening of the wits has made changes in
physiagnomy. Lavater a hun Ired years since pub lished
his essays an faces, and, if hie did not establish a system,
be at least lef t matter for thoughtful enquiry. Ris por-
traits were atmost ail taken f rom German heads, with ltbels
affixed ta show that certain casts of visage characterize
certain muner qualities. In flanc of them do we find the
nervaus shrewdness of the New England peddler nor the
rattlesnake eye of the speculator and 'lboodier." 1 hese
came in witb the age of lectricity. As above said, a con-
tinuous series of catemporary caricatures would show pro-
gressive change in tike mnanner as an Antinous is developed
from the diagram of a f rog, and vice versa. Future
Canadians witl have imipressed an them by the pencils of
aur camic artiats, the personality of Sir John A. Macdonald,
and the men of to-day more vividly than could be donc by
the pens of historians. The man who is welI caricatured
may make hiaiself easy about his place ini history. Pas-
terity will be familiarly acquainted with bis persan and
habits as he lived.

To return ta aur question" Ras Canada a conic art
worthy of the name 't" It might be invidiaus ta particularise
artists and periodicals whosie mission it is ta suppty the
demand for caricature. Suffice that a cali for it exists and
exerts an influence. The politicat, and even social,
cfects of pictorial hits are not ta be ignored. I t.may be
asked is this power, this art, a good and tegitirnate power?
Wben exerciscd for good 1, for one, tbink it is. Fre
from ait prejudice in aur own favour, miscalled "lpatriotic,"
the conclusion must be came ta, that Canada does possess
a carnic art, its bcst examples net below the English
standard, mare artigtic on an averagyo and in better drawing
than the American. lesa stagey than the French and more
perspicuaus than the German. A test is easily made, the
qualities saught are quick perception of points, self-control
in the artist ta restrain over-exaggcration, case of treat-
ment as distinct froin mere smartncess, absence of vulgarity
a modicum of grace and a cultured hand. Lay the work
of a known Canadian artist, or artists, alongside of the
cartoons in last week's Punch, and if wc find the desîgns
are equal in the qualities sought, then the question is
answered affrnatively, "Truc comic art bas ai) existence
in Canada."

An injuriaus piece of advice is frequently given ta
Canadian litteraieurs, ta limit their autborsbip ta Canadian
thenies. This, if acted an, would bc ta cramp the fligbt of
thougbt. With illustrative artists localismi, on the cantrary,
is the essence of success. The more aur cornic pencils pic-
turc the Canada of ta day with ita physiognomies, incidents,
virtues and faibles, the more their illustrations will vlease
in the present and be historic muateriai in the future.-
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A MODERNT IiYSTIC VY.

-W)~ H E~N wc met the next day, Heipsani said: "lLet
VI us go and take afternoon tea with Madame Lalage.jShe told me ast nieght if 1 could bring you she would have

a few literary peaple ta nicet you."
I prefer," said McKnom, Iltalking in the open air,

but as Mrs. Lalage no daubt means it kindly, we must,i
suppose, accept bier invitation.",

We found Madame Latage in ber drawing-room - the
dainty tea service set out on a prctty table of the
time of Voltaire, and, seatcd on divans and on chairs,
some of the tcading titerary men and wamen of Ottawa.
There were Lamipman and Waters, Hale with Gunhilda
and twa other ladies.

" Sa Mr. McKnom," began Madame Latage, who is a
Canadian Madame Dacier, I learn fram Mr. Heipsani
that you bave been attacking my friends the Sophists. You
seem ta have taken the caluinnies of Plato and Aristotte
for gospel, the Sophists were very usef nI and respectable
people 1 assure yau. Oh, you must net shake your head.
'rhey wcre the journatists and titerary men of the fifthj century, B.C. In the fattowing century tbcy gave place
ta Specahists, libetoricians, Lagicians, Moralists, but tbcy
did a great work in their day. The mistake Socrates and
Plata made was in rcgarding thcm as the cause of the
flippancy, levity, heartîcas cleverness, scepticism which
weighed on their hearts ; they were the autcome of the
democracy whicb 1 amn totd Yeu denounce with ah Piato's
horror ; you surety do nlot take as evidence the satire of
Aristophanes?'"

M -7o. IlYou acknowledge tbey were scepticat and
thîis was banefut in teachers of youth."

Madame La1aýqe.-I know this, that Macaulay bardly
exaggeratea, when, in bis youtbfut essay, he dilates an ait
we owe Athens-the Athens he bas in bis mind was
shaped by the Sophits-the foundations laid on which
Alexandria and Athens rose ta be centres of tearning.
These men wandered from place ta place teaching, and
were sometimes greatty honoured. Would this have been
possible did they corrupt the youth ? I grant you they
were unsannd in faitb, but wss not this unsoundness a
mieasure of their advance 1 "

McKenom: 111 do nat attach so much importance ta
that as you think. You are, my dear lady, judging me by
the reports made ta you by my friend Mr. H1etpsam. With
theni, however, mani was the measure of evurything. They
had no base for marais externaltot themscves-in a word,
fia immutabte base at att. Lt is a very curions rhin'g that
the answer given by God when he spoke ta Moses and told
bim ta say, 1'I am,' had sent him, woutd agree with the
Piatonic philosophy. Piato uses being as opposed ta wbat
is created, and 1'I am' is ctearly used in that sense. None
of us can say Il am,' liecause we are nat the same for twa
consecutive minutes. Many persans reading superficiatty
think that the phra,, God is trutb,' means mercly that.
Rie cannot tie. It bas a far profounder meaning and in
fact when aur Lard says, ' 1 amn the way, the truth and
the life,' aud again, 1 Bofore Abraham was 1 arn,' He is
talking lauguage Plato woutd have understood, and dlaim-
ing ta be Gad-being, as opposeri ta whatever is created.
Aristotle uses the Greek words, ofta, einai, e8ti, ta express
1being ' as the highest abstract nation wbich is reaclred by

a supreme analysis of aur mental conceptions. With
Pista an the other band it means abiding, reat, absolute
being, oppaîed ta ta gignoniena, tbings created, and there-
fore which may be dcstroyed. Thre doctrine of Goethe
that nothing is, but ail things are lecorning, is, as we might
expect, entirety opposed ta Piatanism, wbich bolds that in
the worid of Hense and in the moral world, beneath ever
varying phenomena are fixed and imîinutabte facts,
arrangements, laws ; that these are the work of a Creator,
expressions of Ris will, existing independentty of inan,
grreater than the conceptions we formi of them, above even
aur conceptions, objective andi not subjective ; that these
are ideai, nat ideas iii the usuat acceptation, but farins
plastic aud eternal, deterinining the formis, combinations,
plans, muades, outlines into which ail creatvd things are
cast, that as ail things arc miodelled on these-and tbc-se
the work of a supreme mind-there inust be tbraugbout
att creation a unity of design, and is flot this wtrat the
prof essors of physical science deinonstrate in the inateriat
wartd ?'"

IWeil," said Mr. Hale, Il If there are these unaiter-
alte taw8 of nature, do they flot exctude a Providence, in
wbich, bowever, Plato with great inconsistency belicved ?t"

"I do flot agrce with you there," said Heipsam, Ilfor
those iaws imply not ruereiy ane or severat remnote acta of
creation, but creative energy constantly put forth. I t is
in the highest degree imuprobable that God shoutd put forth
creative energy at anc period and tîren cease. If space is
infinite then there mnust be regiona beyond the power of
auy contrivances of tinite creaturca ta explore, and every
day in remate and, for mn, uns'arveyed apaces there may
be-nay, certainly are-scenes of new creatian."

"lA profound thought," said McKnoîn, I"whicb I con-
feas I neyer met and whicb neyer struck me before."

IlAnd," added Hetpssrn, "las in aur works-takc for
instance an eight-dsy cdock, and a tbree-bundred-snd-
sixty-fivc.day dlock could leienîade-there is need aof the
intervention of mindita keep therm going ; s0 it may be
with wbat we caîl the iaws of nature."

"'[Tbis is att very Frofoufld," said Misas -- , but
wonld not Mr. McKrnom give us bis vicws an Pltonic
lave ?"'

T bat gentleman laoked at the yaung lady sideways
with a smile haîf of pity, baîf of reproval, and said : I"PIsta
neyer married. How woutd the yaung lady tike love flot
tcading thither?"

IlO, well, ny dear," said Madame Latage, Ilwe bave
saared inta regians above sncb siaat considerations. You
migbt as wett talk of a tover's sigh in a cyclonie."

IlNo, no, dear Madame," reptied MicKnom, "lif the
question is asked seriously it is in point---genuine love bas
its idea- its form, its model in the nature of God, wba is
the root of ail gooduessansd ait wisdom, but He wbo made
the affections plsced the intellect, whst PIsta catis nous,
above theni. Man is a constitution wbich can only work
happily and harmoniousty when iordly russon is supremue
over its other parts-affections, feelings, liassions. But iin
order that. the intellect inay do its work, it must be
cnlîgbtcucd. The entightenment of the intellect is ,thc
measure of the justness of conscience. Have yau ever
uaticed the remarkablc words of aur Lord, ' Ti is life
eternal.' What?' To love God? tNo. To fear God i
No. To lave your ncighbour 't No. But ' ta cnow Thee,
theonauy truc God, and Jeans Christ wbom Thou bas sent.'
From a truc knowiedgc of God the others came."l

11e paiîscd and sippcd bis tea, and anc of the young
ladies murmured a line froni ber favourite paet,

We needsi rust love the highemt when we see it.

"You sec, my dear friends," cantinued McKnam,
"when yau have these objective realities there iasanime-

thing in which the mind can anchor; yau have a fuicruni
on which ta get a leverage; you have influences which
mautd, elevate, instruct, besntify, enuoble mind and
character, as the piacid lake reflectsaai the bcauty of form
aud tint of overarching sky and sbelving shore and
ahimmering tree top ; as the air, the rain the sun, corn-

bining with the lawa of its nature montd the plant and
flowcrs. The power ta bu beautiful is in the seed of the rose,
but without the earth, the air, the ramn, the sun, it is anty
a littte grain, and sa man bas in him possibilities of ininite
noblenesa, goodness, greatues8, heroism, but without a
knowtcdge of the truth ail lies dormiant-sametimes
languishes ta destb."

McKnomn had finished bis tea and anc of the yaung
ladies, taki ng bis cup, said, IlShah I1 -ive you another'"
The face of the sage lighted up witb a smilc in answcr ta
bers, and he said, "Yes, tbank you ; tiku Doctor Johnson,
I amn fond of tea."

"Weil," said Madame Lalage, Ilevery Saturday wc
take tua, bcrc and somutimea counsel, and sa far wc arc
like the majesty of Pope'a verse, and wc shah aiwas be
giad ta se yau, Mr. McKnam.

"lPope," said McKnom, with somu contcmpt, "la gaod
upigrammatiat but a bad philosopher-in fact a Sophist,
flippant, plausible, superticiat, ingeniaus, scepticat. What-
uvur is, is not beat, becausu in the moral world by its very
nature moral beinga can maku things good, butter, best,
or bad, worse, worst. Without unity man's mind is a
bigglcdy-piggtedy, which Doctar Johnson deiried ta be
'a congtomursted mass of heterogeneous matter.' Arouud

bum arc ights and scunes, wbich become a spiritual burden
whcre there i8 the icast carneatnuss ; above bum heigbts
be cannot rcach, mysteries which ruturri no answer ta bis
questianinga, a manotony of change, an awful aud bound-
lesa glooru. With unity in the mird, unity in the abject
it cantemptates, att is order in phenomena, and his nature
wilt cali for wbatcver is barmoniaus for the cyc, the car,
the tonch-I, the affections, the intellect. He wilt want a
gaverument that wili sucure liberty and order; lave bascd
on beauty, affection, esteem ; friendship, strong, trnstful,
noble ; aociety refined, inteltectuat, free from envies and
scandais ; propcrty acquired witbout avcr-reacbing, and
maintained by tbrîft and boneat duating. Power witt be
sought for the means of doing good and prized onty for
that. Ail this is possible only by hîaving a permanent
ab.ject of contemplation sud affection, an abject infinitcty
good ansd powcrful. To seek such an abject is a law of
the mmnd, and this is the reason why iù ai ages men have
aought for an infallible sutbority. The Egyptians-and
tbey were a wiae and gruat people wtîen Greece was sunlr
in barbarisrn-gavc their priestbood autbority ta deat with
cvery action of men's ives, from the diet of the king ta
the scatea of the inusician. Greek phitosophy sought such
anthorîty in tradition, the testimany of the wisc, the vaice
of mankind ; and the sdherunts of the Church of Rame
have au infattibte Pope and a multitude of directors. The
infalibîtity is nucesaary, but it can bu found ouly in Gad."

It was drawîng towarda six o'ctock, wben who should
carne in but au emineut Cabinet Minister and anc of the
A. D. C'o.

IlNow," aaid Helpsam, " ]et uis have the application of
Piatonsai ta Canadian political life.

"Suppos4e," said M:odaîuie L ilage, addressing the A. D.
(,"Yeu su"gest ta Ris Exceîleircy ta make s coaivivium

at wbich Sir John, Mr. Blake, Sir John Thomnpson sud
Mr. Laurier shali bu present, aud let us have a Piatanic
discussion on the art of governiments."

The A. D. C. taughcd as we att did, as though the ides
was tudicrous.

IlThat," ssid anc of the party, Ilmu8t probabty bu
defcrred ta ncxt session. Wby shauld Madame not
make anc or twa fadles coenlque deum bersetf,"

IlThen," answured Madame, Ilwilt you al sup with
me an Sundsy eveuing? "

Ail agreed sud wu took aur leave.
NîdîlaLAs FLooD) DAVIN.

PHUTOGRAPH OF A fiRE.NOCH-UANA DIANY
VILLA GE.

QTRANDED for an afternoon in this place, the ides
kiarises of wbiling sway the gap between trains by

faitbfnlly transcribing the surroundings. St. Vincent de
Paul, the tocatity in question, is a very amaît place, very
French, sud very bard ta get at. Its chief inhabitants
cansiat of 338 iinen-garbed convicts, undur the wing of a
fortresa-like peuitentiary, back of wbich, in a rich, verdant
champaigu, stretchus s beautiful farm, on wbich sanie of
theni are working in gangs-nat very bard. Af ter cntering
the cool atone portais, dispoaing of sarine business witb
arlc of the unfortunates behind wickets, and baving s word
witb the warden, the problin of the day began, ta wit,
wbat ta do with myseif. I strayed down the buti past tho
few stcepy sunny-wbite cottages on the street along the
priaon-wall, wbere I lit upon tire botel at the corner, on
wbosc gallery I write. It is a large hostlry; the galcry
is moat attractive and mastic, in parts lsttioed witb green,
sud theru is mucb of fresb cotours of paint about it, sud s
sbrub in s green box st the end. It bas an ample yard
behind, witb many large white sliedsansd stables.

A wedding-party have taken possession of the inner
recrus, sud there la piano ptaying and reasonably tuneful
singiug, very pleasant ta hear. Att the party bave juat
bad ginger-sic sent up ta theni. A glande shows the men
sitting witb white vesta and their coats off. In s few
minutes tbey are dancing livcty, aid fashioned steps ta the
music of IlMunny Musk," and other obsotete strains.
Ait, at length, wilbave supper down stairs, and the wives
wiil taire their busbands aside sud grumbie over the bilt.

This botel bas nat only the point of vantage ou the
corner, but is near the cburcb, wbich stands just by on the
top of the butl, whence its flue masonry front sud tin-ctad
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