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i )ItINCI']PAL GRZANT quito mistakes the, gist ai the
iparagraiph on Imlperial Fedoration in aur ast issue,

if lie deemus it ai atteanipt ta settie this great question hy
anmthority. [t stnuck us that Lord Derby bad bappiiy
phnasued the chief characteriitic and at chief difficuity of
thie .1mtuperiai Fedratian -~ wbat shall wo caîl it if nat
"it reain 1 " We can handly say Ilscheme " or "lproposai,"
su'eing that nathing approaching the definiteness oi a
4ehiene or a proposition bas yet beon put fonwand by the
bleivers in the possibiîity ai a "a complote union of the
Empire." If we had confidence-as we bave not-in the
mietbod ai determining sncb a question by a haiancing ai
gn a nms wo migbt porbaps find it not difficuit ta offset
tiiose Dr. Grant bas given us with others aIea Canadiafla
ai no lees weigbt. We might aiea query whetba.r, seeiflg
thtat Josepb Hawe was poat as weil as statesman, it may
mot have heen in the former nather than the latter capa-

J' ity that the vision wbich he inipnessed upon the minds
Of bis admirnag disciples passed before bina ? if s0 the
fact îigbt justify thme terni used by Laord Derby. Wc
nîlight ever1 question wbotber tiae maturor judgment ai Mr.
Blake sbouid not autweigh bis earlien opinions, or whetber
muamch value can be attacbed ta the approving views ai
ai ler laading Canadian statesgmeai, sa long as those views
are 4edulousiy kepi. in the backgraund it homo and ne-
4erved stricdIy for use on festive occasions in the Mother
Country. We quite agree, bowover, with aur respected
Correspondent in his evident preforence ai argument ta

anIthoritY. Putting aîthaity asido wo are flot oniy will-
mmg but anxious to give the best considenation in aur power
ta the argument. Non are we by any manan nnwiiiing ta
lie canvincad that the dreani i in this case but the pro-
plietîc forasbadawing ai the coming event. We have ta
oniessi, boweven, tbat we flnd argument exceedingiy diffi-
vult, imi the absence ai any tangible projeet, aven in faintii"f outine, which eau be maule the object ai citicisma.

" MPERI AL Federation inapiies conimon action and the
sulumission of the nîinarity ta the miajority." Thesuv

w.ords of Lord D)erby sound very like a truisan, but, tley,
nevertheless, suggest very roal and very formidable difli.
culties. l)oes the addition of the words Ilin matters af
conmnon interest," whicb Dr. Grant suggests, remove those
difficaîlties, or opcn a way of escape frons them ?' What
wauld he under the projected "lunion "-we chcerfuliy
substitutui the word aif1Dr. C'rant's preference-matters oai
"lcamnnin interest "'? Sureiy ail questions of Imperial
policy. If, for instance, saine Jingo Premier should pro.
pose ta enter on anather great strugglc with Ilussia, an
sal4i Turkish, Black Sea, or Indian question, would not
that be a Il matter of coannin interest "? Or wauld nat a
proposai like that now before, Pariiamnent ta expend a
hunared mililions af dollars or so ina the doubtful attempt
ta praviîie against an almosi. inconceivable contingency, by
ioaking the Imperia] navy moue than a match for the
combined navies af thme world,-womîld not that ho a niatter
af ' conimon interest"ï C<anadian taxpayers would nao
doubi. have ta bear their share of tbe burden. But haw
maucb real wcigbt would the representatives af the Cana-
(han minarity have in deciding such questions in the
Imperiai Council t Jt is bard enough, sometimes, for a
Canadian minority ta subruit ta a Canadian majonity in
anatters which affect bath the public paiicy and the private
pocket. It would be a very ditièarent and a muuch.barder
tbing for the wbaie Canadian peaple, as an insignificant
minarity, ta suhmuit in such niatters ta an overwhehuing
maJority, conmpose(] ai those whose interests, aims and
ideals wouid all differ widchy froru those wbieli obtain in
this Western worid. Dr. Grant's reference ta India sug-

geuts its own answcr. Thie basis of analagy is wanting
between the relation of commnercial and politicai equaiity,
and that of coinmercial and political supremacy and aub-
jectian. British absolutisua is, na doubt, in many respects,
a blessing ta [India, though even niany of the natives are
naw becamuing tainted withî the western beresy that "ltaxa-
tion without representation is tyrnnniiy." Such a relation
certainly secures unity, lut D)r. C rani. would scarceiy
recnmend it for Canadjans.

S iBEING that we aie disposed ta criticize bis .4pecitic
for the poiiticah înstahility fini wlaicm Canada is,

adrnittedlY stuffering, D)r, Grant asks maS What isus
The question is certainly a fair one, or wauld be, lhad D)r.
Grant tirst given us same mare detinite imformation about
bis awn than is cantajned in the ane vague word " union.",
Has ho or any atlier advocate cf imperial Foderation doc
soli It wouId ho unreasonable, of course, ta ask ai. this
stage for an elaborate and complote scbenîe. But surelv,
before answering the retorted question, we migbt fairly
require sanie information upon sucb points as the fallow.
ing :-Seeing that Canadians are now British subjecta, in
what way wonid the proposed union give theni fuiler
citizensbip '1 Wbat are the particulars-just twa or tbree
oi the ieading ons-in which Canada wouid ho the gainer
poiitically by the new arrangementt Assuming, as we
tbink wo may confidently do, that the Britisb people
would neyer consent ta abandon their settled poiicy and
ta have their food taxed for the benefit of oîîtiying mem-
bers of the Empire, what inaterial benefit couid passgibiy
accrue ta Canada ta offset the loss of revenue. that nîust
follow irani the free admission of Imiports nat only froin
England, but fraon every part af the warld-wide Enîpire t
Ponding, hbowever, the receipt of fulien informiation on sucli
points, we will not plead the jaurnaiist's riglît ta play tbe
part ai a pureiy destructive criticini. Non wili we take
the sceptical or pessimistie rudle and ask, What if thore ho
fia remedy for Canada'q state ai political instability? We
will say irankly that so far as we anc able ta see the only
hope of aur country's escape framu present îiisabiiities and
of ber risc ta tbe dignity of full citizenship lies in the
dinection ai independent (Ianadian nationality. We do
nat say that the tiino bas caine. The Dominion nîay net
yot ho ripe for the change. But ta say ta the young Can-
adians of ta day that tboy may net look forwand ta a future
when they shall ho citizens of a Canadian nation is ta cnt
then i' dfroni the, ane strong incentive andl the ane grand
ambition which can make thani permaneutiy loyal ta the
landi ai thoir hirtb or adoption. We knaw the 4taple
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obj.ectionsg. We do itot admit their force. The only
answer [or wilich nv4,e ati mîwinfind r i'oaîn h olbia the prin
ciploe of national life iR ilui-triaed, wvhy hav. e ont maen, (an
a<ian moen, faith?

AREA("'ItLON is e ïdîml et.iaîg iii'againsct hé, heroae
ueasuires which havé e' en Na popular i. th tempei.

ance reformei(r4 for a few years past. Tlhe prineiple of Pro
hibitian lias, within a few weeks, 4utti-t-ed sevfire defeats
frount tvo opposite direct ions. tu CCanada, the repeai of
the Scott Act in1 4o nany imunicipalities ani by so uIecisi%,e
maJorities, was plausibly eàvplaine(l as a failure, nat of Pro.
hibition, but only of local prohibition on it sinail seille.
What was uleclared to hi- needeul foi- siecess wag Proviu-
cial or D)ominion Prohibition, lit ardor that, the ettorts aof
the people in one locality might not lue ionstantly tbwart.ed
and neutraiized by the inflow of liquiors from thie siirround,
ing districts. I n Massachusetts, on the other hand, the
people have just pronounned enîplatically against St.atue
Prohibition on the solid basis of a eanstitutional amend-
muent. ln round nunîbers the vote was 88,000 for, ia
182,000 against the amendmient, in a total of 222,000.
This resuit is ail the more significant front the filet that
the people of Massachusetts stand in the front rank of
Atuierican citizens for both intelligence and morality. Au

wsta be expected, the larger cities, with Bso edn

the van, went overwhelniingly against thé amendment..
But even the country towns and rural districts did flot
throw their votes in favour of 0onstitutional Prohibition
with any such emtbusiasîuî as wag expected. The New
York Nation tbinks it probable that a oiajority of the
towns having a population of less than 2,500, especiaily lit
the farming districts, fav'oured the aînendnîent. HIu
according to the counit of the Boston Bearoio, of 160 tawnkt
which cast 200 or fewer votes, only 79 gavýe sama.jority for-
the atuendne(nt, indicating that in the villages and coun-
try places opinion was about equally divided. f1t would lue
unfortunate, indeed, if the resuit should operate as a Ni-.
tory for the saloon, hut that by noia ueann follows. Many
of those who wcre mast earnest in opposing the amenduent
will ca-aperate beartily ini any ineasure for curtailing thé
baieful influence of the saloon. i t is evideut tbat bath lit
Canada and1 in Massachusetts a long proeess of education
liy moral influences is stili necessary before stringent Pro-
hibition la eitber attainabie or woald bo capable of e-nfore
nuent if secured. 0f course those who believe that Pro
hibition i the anly iight and effective means of checking
the evils of interuperance will keep up the agitation, as
tbcy have a perfect right to (Io. Bt it ifi ta b hoped
that they may now seo the wisclona af conbining witb
other tenîperance workers to sfecure praeticalile reforma,
seeing that the radical ane for which they are warking fi-s
at present quite out of reacli.

lt. LAVIN bas championt)d thei came of the disaffeeted
lm-' [F aif-breecis of the North-west, and there im undeniabie
force in bis statement of the case. The Government la,
ho says in offect, claiming that because the Flf-breeds of
Manitoba years ago accepted certain ternis fron the
Governrnent in lieu of their d,ýaims> as original settiers,
therefore the Flalf-breeds Of the, Territory who bad uoth-
ing wbatever ta (la witm those of Manitoba, and were ina
no sense a party ta tîhe compact, are luound by the saine
arrangemnent and mnaust accept the saine terme. Apart

altogether front the fainiesu or othlerwise af that agrem
nment and those ternus, this amode af treatruent wouid bardly
bc submitted ta liy any people of spirit. "I f," says Mn.
Daviui, with logical directncss, Il youi want hie extinguish

nuent af the Indian titie, as it i known ta rest in these
North.-west FIalf-breesds, you muist go and hargain witb thena
ani witb tbeir childreni." This is sound and sensible
advice. Th'e failure of the (4overnnnant ta act upon thie
simple, rea4onable piulei dealing with t.bese fini.
settlers bas alreaiiy 'ast Che country 'lear. Mr. Davin'is
suggestion that a clause lilaerally rocognizing the claims cf
the t1alf-hreeds of the Nortb-west and proiding for
granting land scnip to theni and their children, should be
added ta the act, and the .1 udge of the Supreme Court lui
the North-west enîpowered ta administer t, seeras simple
and practicable. Putting ourseives in the place of these
pon people, dae il, not aisa matai jut? And la it tnet iri
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