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'CONSIDERATIONS OP CATHO-

LICISM BY A PROTESTANT'

Sacred Heart Review.-CCCIV.

The "Presbyterian W itness" 0of

M1a11ch 19, lias the f olowing para-
.Zrapb,:

"Our Irish friends are flot by any
Ineans happy. They stili insist uP-

011 Homne Rule. They stilli daim aa

U']1iversty with a 'Catholic at-

losphere.' They have formed a

4Catholic Association,' which is in-

'telided to root out ail Protestants

frOIn the land; but Arch'bishop

,Walsh lias expressed disapproval of

4it, and it may flot do mucli harm."

}iere -are three gibes at the'
Catholic Irish, the third accoluPan-
4ed with a great exaggeratiofl.

4tils consider them ini turn.
The tone of this paragraph, as

'We see, is that of conteIflPtUOus
surprise that the Catholic Irish

:shoild ptesume to craveatîg
~VliaC their Protestant countrYnIfendo not.wigh them to have.

0f cotLrse, settng aside the Par-

ziels, and Ernmetts, and Lard Eà-ý
"ars, etc., the Irish Protestants, j

'tlview o)f Catholic Emniatioi,*11
'are hardly -desirous of .9 ngan
1 n-sh Parliamient, since thçy lean

~on the Westm' làter Parliailelt,
'ithe ho pe of aiitaiflflg the as-

<ýeMdency which otherwise their

g14eat numerical inferiority' would

-tender, impossible., Is it not rather

'Imreason-able, thougli, to exPect
%bat t he Catholic thret-fourths

%41ever be contented while so

aI proportion of public fuuc-,
tzIlrms of every grade, is taken

,ýOin the minority, even -fter mak-
* ng ful account of their advafltages

'f education and of the Scottish
eiiry which so many of thefi int-

* brit. 1 speak. as one that has a

littie Irish blood, but not a. drol'
'ofScottish.

I*ke it or dislike it, we inay de-

4é upon it that "lCeltic Ob-
'tiflacy" is not likely to gve over

iUtil, withoit doing an.y wrong toi

"nfu¶Iorty, the general coiupley-
01 Irishi administrâtion shah

the R oman Catholic dlaim. SurelY

this means a good - deal for un-

prejudiced minds. Trhe "Spectator"i
too, which is fixedly Protestant,

and somxetimles more zealously

than inteligeiitlY so, treats the

riglt, of th Irish Ito a Catholic

University as past ai question. Ini-

deed, aside from patty complica-

tions, it does not seem to «be seri-

ously questioned by thinkers..

Why is it then, that the Noncom-

formists are so firxly, indeed sa

fiercely, against it? We may an-

swer: the present NorncoiIIformlists
are against anythutxg and every-

thing that will please or profit,

either Churchmn or Catholics.

IBitter religions animosity lias a

leadingý part in their programme,
and well-advised justice a very

subordinate part. They have,

through many generations, slowly

and painfully wrought their way,

first tromn under flagrant violence,

then fron under duil oppressiv
ness, until now, whentheir nunt-

bers have corne to rival those ofil

the EpiscopaliaIls, they may be

said to have entered upon theïr

actively perseclltltg stage. -Indecd,

ttheir great leader, the Baptist Dr.
Clifford (personlly a very amible

[pan) declares that lie is foilwn

the example of Mvi -Combes, ai-

though, le e hSt*toal>l, e

is net against religion! tlhunk of

that! A Christian pastar finding

it nlecessary to -assure inen'-thtliâ e

is not au n eeiyQî religion!

"FACILIS DESCENSUS AXER-

Wlif a man lias gotie so far as

ýto have need of makinig such an

1 avowal, he, and lus folowers, are

on the way to worse. Indeed, one
1Noncomrfollmst>league bas already

put out a tract or twae ouinding
1not obsciirely like a tireat toput
.down. aI priests in England, Catho-
1lic ý br Anglican. 'ro be sure tis'.

lias given suci -offence to the less

ferocious that eveti a zesalt like Dr.
.HForton lias witlidrawn in di9gust
.from the leagile. Yet this only ex-
.aggerates beyoiid dccency wht 1
1,may _farly1 cail a persecltiig tcm-

1per of -thc Noncofilsts at

large.
-11efinnidite displeasure,
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